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‘For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is
the powerof God to salvation...” Romans 1:16
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“The Gospel Power” is
back! We apologize for
the huge delay in getting
“The  Gospel Power”
mailed out to our readers.
As you can already tell, it
has gone through a major
facefftSTHe are several
reasons why we needed
to make this change: First
of all, complications arose
at the end of last year that
required we change the
way we send out this pub-
lication. Secondly, since a
change in format was evi-
dent, we spent some time
searching for the best way
to maximize our effort to
spread the Gospel this
way, and to do that in the
most studious way possi-
ble. You are now looking
at the culmination of that
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process.

What Are Some Of The
Changes | Will See In “The
Gospel Power”?

Let me begin by telling
you what you will not find
changed. You will not see
a change in the message
presented in “The Gospel
Power”. Our stand and
our commitment to the
Truth of God’s Word will
not change. As Paul told
the brethren in Galatia,
“But even if we or an angel
from heaven should preach
fo you a gospel contrary to
the one we preached to you,
let him be accursed. 9 As we
have said before, so now |
say again: If anyone s
preaching to you a gospel
contrary to the one you re-
ceived, let him be
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accursed.” (Gal 1:8-9). We
are determined to speak
where the Bible speaks,
and be silent were the Bi-
ble is silent.

One of the most obvious
changes that you will find
is “The Gospel Power” go-
ing from a folded bulletin
format to a booklet format.
One of the reasons that it
looks that way now is “The
Gospel Power” will now be
a monthly publication of
Anderson church of Christ
instead of a weekly one.
Our plan is to have this
booklet mailed out at the
beginning of the month.
We were somewhat de-
layed in January’s edition
trying to get everything in
place, but we should be
getting on a regular sched-
ule in the next couple of
months.

On page 2 of “The Gospel
Power” you will find a list
of the upcoming events at
Anderson. This will give
you an idea of the work we
are doing here and to give

those of you who are in
the local area enough
time to add these events
to your calendar and to
join us when you have
opportunity. In this edi-
tion, all upcoming events
are for the month of Feb-
ruary.

Also contained in this
booklet will be a Q&A
page. Feel free to write
us with your questions
and we’ll be glad to an-
swer those on this page.
We will not divulge your
full name in the article so
feel free to write about
anything that is on your
mind that we can help
you answer. Perhaps your
question is something
that someone else is curi-
ous about too. You can
write us at our mailing
address: P.O. Box 66, An-
derson AL 35610, or
email us at:
thegospelpower@gmail.com
or call and leave a mes-
sage at: (256) 247-5539.
We look forward to an-
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swering your question.
We Need Your Help!

We are so excited about
this work and we would
like to reach all that are
interested in reading
“The Gospel Power”. If
you know of anyone who
would benefit from re-
ceiving this publication
each month, let us know
and we’ll add them to the
mailing list. If however
you would like to not re-
ceive this booklet any-
more, please let us know
that too and we’ll remove
you from the mailing list.
We need your help to
make sure that we are
using the resources that
we have been blessed
with in the best way pos-
sible. Thank you so much
for reading “The Gospel
Power”.
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| was ten years old in
1982 when | went and saw
Steven Spielberg’s science
fiction blockbuster, E.T. It
was the first time | remem-
ber hearing foul language.
To make matters worse, it
was a teenager in the mov-
ie that said it. While | was
shocked, my parents were
horrified. Over the past 25
years, however, its use has
become commonplace.
Every language—ancient or
modern—has a list of
“bad” words. Typically,
these are slang terms or
racial slurs that are intend-
ed to offend and malign.
An arsenal of physical ges-
tures is also available to
the would-be hurler of in-
sults.

As  American culture
grows increasingly godless
and decadent, public
standards have been low-
ered consistently. It's al-
most laughable to hear
about the firestorm creat-
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ed over Clark Gable’s use
of a curse word in the
final scene of the 1939
movie, D2y S
2 AYR

Television today regu-
larly uses foul language
during prime time. Last
generation’s  programs
have been replaced by
sitcoms that push the
envelope. Today’s plots
are packed with promis-
cuity and perversion.

The hip-hop movement
is perhaps the greatest
media influence on Amer-
ica’s demoralization. Rap-
pers such as Snoop Dog,
50 Cent, and Akon are
young men who, while in
their 20s, made millions
of dollars by spewing filth
-ridden lyrics. They have
influenced an entire gen-
eration of young people.
Their variety of hip-hop—
Gangsta rap—glorifies
profanity, violence, prom-
iscuity and drug use.
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Know That It’s Wrong
The Christian is not to
use foul language. Be-

2 X { cause “your life is hidden

with Christ,” Paul says,
you must “put off filthy
language out of your
mouth” (Col 3:18). He
also says we should—

Let no corrupting talk
come out of vyour
mouths, but only such as
is good for building up, as
fits the occasion, that it
may give grace to those
who hear (Eph 4:29).

Words that are putrid
(Col 3:8) and rotten (Eph
4:29; 5:4) are unfit for the
mouth of a Christian.
Even euphemistic alter-
natives are unacceptable
for those who profess
godliness.

Jesus said, “Out of the
abundance of the heart
the mouth speaks” (Matt
12:34). Even an occasion-
al curse word is a peak at
a soul that is grappling
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DEATH BED WISHES

A few weeks ago Jim
"Catfish"
away. Any baseball fan will

Hunter passed
readily recognize the name
of this Hall of Fame pitcher.
Mr. Hunter was in his early
50's and died of ALS or
"Lou Gehrig's disease."

What
important to me was not

was particularly
just his athletic record, but
what he said shortly before
he died. Knowing that he
wouldn't live much longer,
he said he would trade all
of his fame and fortune
from baseball for an anon-
ymous, average life where
he could see his only

grandchild (a boy) grow up.

"Catfish"
proud of his grandson (as

Hunter was
any grandfather would be).
A few years ago at a "old-
timers" game at Yankee
Stadium, "Catfish" was to

YSyye al
throw out the first ball.
The disease had already
ravaged his arms to the
point of uselessness, so
he stood out on the
mound next to his young

grandson who threw out
the ball.

The real tragedy here is
not just that he died a
relatively young man, or
that he'll never see his
grandchildren grow up,
but that others will not
learn a lesson here.

In an age where religion
is ridiculed and God Him-
self is maligned, people
need to stop and think
about the source of real
happiness. King Solomon
spent much time and re-
source to find this happi-
ness. Throughout the
book of Ecclesiastes Solo-
mon concludes that there
is nothing better in this
life than to eat, drink,

NNE

enjoy the fruit of our la-
bor, and live joyfully with
our family for i KA &
IAAD 2T (2132
3:12,13,22; 5:18; 8:15;
9:9). The world can give
fame and fortune, but
who can give genuine
love and the days of life
to enjoy it?

Note that many critics
do not deny the existence
of God....just His good-
ness. People who face a
life-threatening illness,
lose a child or contem-
plate famine and war, are
sometimes quick to indict
heaven. This first hap-
pened in the garden of
Eden. Satan convinced
Eve that God didn't want
man to enjoy all of life (...
y20 Slrda 27
0KS 3R 39K
The devil didn't deny the
existence of God....just
His goodness.

The beauty and bless-
edness of this life is put
into sharper focus when

/| 2y aydzsSR

A
R

S

il
@S N,
y LIl



Volume XVII

No. 01

#E5r O6RNAN

with serious moral issues.
When we consume verbal
and visual garbage, it cor-
rupts our hearts and finds
expression in our actions.
Be an Example

The first curse word or
obscenity is hard to utter—
but then it gets easier.
Eventually, like the Israel-
ites of old, we will forget
how to blush (Jer 6:15).

Children first learn from
their parents what is right
and wrong. It is not enough
for us to tell them “adults
talk like this, but kids
can’t.” It is not enough ask
them to “do as | say, not as
| do.” It is not enough to
say, “You know, | only use
that word when | get really
mad.” Your example is too
powerful. From you they
learn what is acceptable
behavior—including hypoc-
risy.
Check Up On Your Kids

My wife, Melanie, is a
schoolteacher. Recently, at
a school function, an edit-
ed version of a popular
song blared through the

loud speakers. But the
kids knew the words, and
so they sang them any-
way. Children as young as
11 and 12 years of age
sang their hearts out
each time the profane-
laden chorus repeated.
Check your child’s iPod.
Do you know what songs
they are downloading
and listening to? Check
the ring tones on their
cell phones, too. If they
are keeping company
with the likes of Eminem,
Homer Simpson and Paris
Hilton, then they will be
corrupted by them (1 Cor
15:33). And while you're
at it, remember to moni-
tor the movies they go
see, too.
Spend time with vyour
children. The breakdown
in the family is the num-
ber one reason for the
corruption of American
culture. You can’t be re-
sponsible for everyone
else’s moral education,
but you are responsible
for your children’s Bible-

Page 7

nif @ 0ANKH Y

based upbringing.
Since | Was Ten Years
Old...

| have, unfortunately,
heard more foul lan-
guage. As our society has
become increasingly de-
sensitized by popular mu-
sic, movies and television,
| hear people using foul
language in public places
like Wal Mart.

My daughter is now ten.
But while | can’t change
the world for her, | can
teach her that we are
living in a world that is
not our home. Ultimately,
we don’t belong here be-
cause “our citizenship is
in heaven, and from it we

await a Savior” (Phil

3:200.09 b 5 0

If you would like the digital
version of the Gospel Power,
email us at
thegospelpower@gmail.com
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Andersonchurch.org




SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

SUNDAY

Bible Class 9:45 AM
AM Worship  10:45 AM
PM Worship 6:00 PM
3rd Sunday 3:30 PM
Worship

WEDNESDAY

Bible Classes 7:00 PM
ELDERS

Michael Clemmons
(256) 247-0836

Scottie Goode
(931) 565-3391

DEACONS

Jimmy Glass
(256) 247-0571

Eddie J. Hammond
(256) 247-3038

Mark Mclntyre
(256) 729-8316

Steve Parker
(256) 247-7843

Phil Pressnell
(256) 232-8509

Rocky Rose
(256) 247-0011

Brian Word
(931) 565-3799

EVANGELIST/EDITOR

Aaron C. Andrews
(256) 247-5068

Office: (256) 247-5539
aaronandrews@me.com
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P.O.Box 66
Anderson, Alabama 35610
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