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Men Priviledged To Serve:
Sunday, December 10th

Bible Classes
SongLeader
........................... Mark Mcintyre
BibleReading......(Lev.13:18-28)

................................ SteveParker
Prayer
.......................... BradHammond
Morning Worship
SongLeader
........................... Mark Mcintyre
Prayer
................................ LarryWhite
LordOSupper
Presiding................. JerryDickey
Assisting................ Phil Pressnell
Serving............... TrentThornton
............................ Mark McCrary
................................... Tyler Cox
.............................. CoreyGoode
ClosingPrayer
........................... RonniePhillips
Evening Worship

SongLeader
........................ KevinChancellor
BibleReading....... (Lev.1329-37)

............................... JimmyGlass
Prayer

....... e BrianWord
LordOSupper
............................... JerryDickey
.............................. Phil Pressnell

ClosingPrayer
............................... JimmyGlass

Running The Race Set Before Us
David A. Cox

“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily

beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us. Looking

unto Jesus the author and the finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was

set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down ar

the right hand of the throne of God. For consider him that endured such

contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in

your minds” (Hebrews 12:1-3).

TheHebrewwriterhadjustconcludedistingthegreaitnenof
faithin chapted 1.He beginghe 12thchaptebyreferringo the
life beforausasarace.He giveseverdamportantpointsfor usto
remember as we run the race (our life) that is before us.

The Great Cloud of Witnesses
Thegreatouldofwitnessesf ourracearethosdhatthewriter
referredo in the11thchapter.He remindsusof howthesayreat
men of faith had run their race. Eachhad run carefullyand
accordingo thewill of God. Thisshouldbehoovesto becareful
howwerun andto run theraceby therulesthathavebeerngiven
to us in GodOs word.

Lay Aside the Weights and Sin
Anyonethat begindo competan a conteswill put off any
weightghatwill hinderthemin their participatiorof thatevent.
In the sameway, aschildrenof God, we must lay asideany
encumbrancthat will impedeour runningthe raceandseeking
first the kingdomof God (Matthew6:33). Our hindrancen
servicéo Him maybeourjob,hobbiesor peoplehatweassociate



with. Regardlessf whatour weightsare,we

mustlaythemasidén orderto runtheraceand

endureto theend. We musthavdaithin God

andallowHisrevealedordto directusthrough
thisracewhichwearerunning. Whenwelack
faith andtransgressodOmw, thenwe sin (1

John3:4). If wewill rid ourselvesftheweights
of sin, our faith will helpusto not turn away
from the faith weshouldpossesssGodOshil-

dren.

Reminders for Us As We Run

Patience. Thewriterfirstremindsusto run
with patience Patiencéereistheideathatin
thisracewemusthaveendurancandpersever
ance.We must be faithful, and true, to our
serviceegardless whatobstaclesemayhave
in thislife. It isgoingto takeeffortto livein this
life and not be turnedto the side. Without
patiencen the race the gloriousprizewill be
forgottenandwewill not remainfaithfulwhen
the hardtimescome.

Look To Jesus. We arealsotold that it is
necessatylookto Jesudf wearegoingto gain
the prizewemustkeepour mindsseton Jesus.
ThisisthesameédeathatPauhadin mindashe
said OForgettintdposehingswhicharebehind,
andreachindorth untothosethingswhichare
before.l pressowardthemarkfor theprize of
the high calling of God in Chrig JesusO
(Philippiang:13-14) Pauimake# cleathatas
heis runningthe race heforgetghe thingsof
pastandlooksforwardto the thingsthat are
beforehim. As Christiansin the race,let us
determinghatwearenotgoingto lookatallthe
problemsandhindrancesheremaybein our
raceputto OJesukeauthorandfinisherof our
faith.O

Endurance. Aswelookto JesugheHebrew
writerremindsusoftheendurancefChristtwo
differenttimes. In verseéwo, he tellsusthat
ChristenduredhecrossJesuwillinglygaveip
hislife uponthecrosshatwemightreceivéhe
forgivenessf our sins(Matthew26:39). Paul
saidconcerninghe deathof Christ that Ohe

becamebedienuntodeatheverthedeathon
the cross@hilippian:8). Jesusuffereénd
diedacrueldeathuponthecrossBydoingthis,
Jesusenduredthe crossin obedienceo the
Father®sll. In vers¢ghreethewritermentions
ChristGendurancamonghosehatfalselyer-
secutedhim. In our lives,theremaybetimes
that we will suffersomepersecutionbut we
mustremainfaithfulto Godif weareto obtain
the prize. Jesusvasfaithful to the end, even
thoughit meantHis owndeath.Weareprom-
isedhatif wearefaithfulto deathwewill receive
the crownof life (Revelatior2:10). It maybe
thatweareneveifacedwith givingup our lives
forthefaith. Butourdispositiorshouldobethat
if it werenecessarwewouldbewilling to die.
Commitmenisstressedhenthewritertellsus
to OlookoGandOconsiddesus@ thelife that
He lived.

Why? TheHebrewwriterthengivesisthe
reasonvhy we shouldremembedesusvhile
runningtherace.lt issothatthoserunningthe
racedo not becomeéwearieandfaintin your
minds.Graintingalonghewayisaproblentor
many. Lifeisnot easyandtherearemanytrials
andtribulationsthat we mustface. But if we
continueto look to Jesuskeepingour eyes
focusediponHim, wecansaywith Paul,who
lookedunto JesusQFol amnow readyto be
offerecandthetime of mydeparturésathand.
I havefoughta goodfaith, I havefinishedmy
coursel havekeptthefaith: Henceforththere
islaidupformeacrownofrighteousnesshich
theLord,therighteougudgeshalbgivemeatthe
thatday:andnot untomeonly,butto allthem
alsahatlovehisappearing@ Timothy4:6-8).

Bible Class Periods

Sundayt9:45a.m.
Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.

Remember Our




Can You Be Forgiven?

Ethan R. Longhenry

Therearemanytimeswhenpeoplerecog-
nizethetruth of themessagef the Gospelyet
believethat they cannotbe forgivenof sin.
Perhapgoufeelthatyouhavesinnedsoterribly
thatyoucouldnevebeforgiverofit. Isthisso?

It isunderstandablghy manypeopldeel
thisway Sinisaterriblematterandmanytimes
you feel greatguilt whenyou havewronged
someoneThat guilt canbe healthyif it is a
OgodlgriefOpnethatleadso repentanciom
sin(2 Corinthians7:10).If, howeverthe guilt
leadgo yousinfurtherortry to hide,it will lead
to death!

It isgoodfor all of usto remembethatwe
all havesinnedandfallenshortof the glory of
God (Romans3:23),andthereis no evidence
from the Scriptureghat God considersome
sinsto beOworsefananyothersins We can
haveconfidencéomthis,then thatallofusare
on the sameplayingfield, and no oneis any
worseoff thananyoneelsewehaveall sinned,
and we all need redemption.

In 1 Corinthians6:9-11,Paulteachethat
eventhough somehad committedgreatsin,
whetherthrough sexualimmorality, lust for
money getc. theywerestill savedThe bloodof
the Lamb could cleanse them of their sins!

Paulhimselfis a greatexampldrom the
Scripturesf oneforgivenof greatsin.He tells
Timothyofhimselin 1 Timothy1:12-16Olis
a trustworthystatementgdeservindull accep-
tancethat ChristJesusameanto theworldto
savainnersamongvhoml amforemosofall.
Yetfor thisreasorn foundmercy sothatin me
agheforemost)esu€hristmightdemonstrate
His perfecpatiencasanexamplérthosevho
would believe in Him for eternal life.O

Paulshedsomelight on the reasorwhy

God would usesucha violent enemyof the

churchasoneof its messengesothatyouand

I wouldbeableto seeanexamplefonewhohad

sinnedgreathandyetfoundsalvationn Christ

JesusPaulconsideretiimselfthe foremosf

sinnersgertainlyyou cannotconsideyourself
worsé¢hanPaulwhopersecutettiosevhotried

to follow God!

Weareblessetb haveanawesom&odas
our God, andwecanhavefull confidencehat
He is ableto forgiveusof anywrongsvehave
committed.l do not believehat youwantto
believehat Godisnot capablef forgivingyou
of your sins,and | hopethat you accepthe
witnessftheScriptures thatGodiswillingto
forgiveyou of yoursins.Is theissuethen,not
thatyouareconcernethatGodwill notforgive
you of your sin, but in factthat you cannot
forgiveyourselfor yoursins? thisisthecase,
hearthe witnessof Johnin 1 John3:19-20:
OHerebghallweknowthatweareof thetruth,
andshallassureurheartbeforehim: becausié
our heartcondemrus,Godis greatethanour
heart, and knoweth all things.O

If GodcanforgiveyouofyoursinsandHe
certainlycan,you canalsoforgiveyourselfof
yoursins.Godwill not holdthemagainsyou,
andif youcontinueto holdthemagainsyour-
selftheycanleadoyourcondemnatiofil John
3:21).In ChristJesugouwill beableoendyour
past and begin your future.

Pleasaleareaderhearkerio thewordsof
the inspired apostles and obey Christ today!
~ViaGood News For Norwalk, Norwalk, Ohio.

ews and
Notes

THESICK: Ronnie Phillipshaseersickand
unableto be at servicethis pastweekENoah
Lane Hammond wassickandunableto be at



BiblestudyWednesdagight E Charles Glass

felllastweekendndwasunabldao beatservices

E Caroline Parker wassickandunableio beat
BiblestudyWednesdaygight E Mike Rogers’
mom, Alice Rogers, continueso recovefrom
herrecensurgeryE Angie McCrary’s father,
Buford Shook, caménomefromthehospitabn
MondayE Monroe Pressnell continuesis
treatmentsor hiscancerE Charlotte Hall is
comingto the end of her chemotreatments
E Myrtie Williams is athomeandnot ableto
beoutE Jack Tucker isnotableto beout E
Larry Jobnson is confinedat homeE Faye
Hammond is & home E Judy Williams’
mother, Flossie Kazzaire, cONtinuesn anurs-
ingfacilityin FayetteE Tisha Thomas’ grand-
mother, Nellie Hunter, iSin theMeadowBrook
NursingHomein Pulaski.

COMMUNICATION GROUPS: Tonight
will thetime for CommuicatiornGrouptwo to
meet. If youarein Grouptwo, remembeto
meetwith yourgrouptonight.

COMMUNION PREPARATION: Theresa
newsign-upsheebn the bulletinboardin the
vestibuléorthoseéhatwouldliketo prepar¢he
communiorfor theyear2007. | appreciatell
thathavedoneit thispastear.If youwouldlike
to do this please sign-up soon.

THE RECORD: Artendance week of Dec. 3rd

Sunday: BibleClasses............. 104
Morning Worship........ 124
EveningWorship.......... 92

Wednesday. BibleClasses............... 80

Announcing...

What?  Young Adult Home Bible Study

Whenz Sunday, January 14th, after ouf|
evening services.

Where? At thehomeof
Andrew& Mariss&atlin

Subjectz  Searchingor Truth
AboutThe Houseof God

e A
Schedule of Services
Sunday
Bible Classes................. 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship........... 10:45 a.m.
EveningWNorship.............. 6:00p.m.
Wednesday
BibleClasses........cc........ 7:00p.m.
Elders
MichaelClemmons.... (256)247-0836
Scottie Goode........... (931) 565-3391
Deacons
JimmyGlass............... (256)247-0571
Mark Mclntyre............ (256) 233-1953
Phil Pressnell............. (256)232-8509
RockyRose................ (256)247-0011
Larry White................ (256) 247-0988
BrianWord................. (931)565-3799
Evangelist & Editor
David A. CoX............ (256) 247-1049
OfficeD(256247-5539
E-mailaddressiacox@hiwaay.n¢
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