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Men Priviledged To Serve:
SundayJanuarg2nd

Bible Classes
SongLeader
.............................. Phil Pressnell

Prayer
......................... Monroe Pressnell

Morning Worship
SongLeader
.............................. Phil Pressnell
Prayer
................................ LarryWhite
LordOSupper
Presiding................. JimmyGlass
AsSisting.......ccceeeennen Aric Butler
Serving............. RodneyMcCrary
............................ Ethan Pressnell
............................... Jacob Rogers

................................ JimPhillips
ClosingPrayer
............................... JerryDickey
Evening Worship
SongLeader
........................... RonniePhillips
Bible Reading... (Exo.. 12:13-20)
................................. Ray Tucker
Prayer
............................ AndrewGatlin
LordOSupper
............................... JimmyGlass
................................. Aric Butler
ClosingPrayer
................................ BrianWord

What God Thinks

David A. Cox

The matterof manthinking is far moreimportantthat we
oftenrealize. Thewisemansaid OAs manthinkethin hisheart
soishe@Proverb23:7).Agairkeeghy heartwith alldiligencéor
out of it aretheissuesf life (Proverbg:23). Paulremindedhe
Philippiango guardtheir thinking andto think only on good,
positiveandgodlythings(Philippiangt:8). We needo learnand
understandhe powerthat our thoughtscan haveupon our

relationship with God. Let us notice a few examples in scripture.

The Case of Naaman. In 2 Kings5, wereadthe storyof the
cleansingf Naamanof his leprosy. The prophet,Elisha,told
Naamarto Og@andwashn Jordarsevernimes@2 Kings5:10).
Naamardid not wantto do thisandwasevenangryat whatthe
prophetoldhim. AsNaamamwentawayn aragehesaidOBehold,
I thought,He will surelycomeout to me,stand,andcallon the
nameof the Lord hisGod, andstrikehishandovertheplaceand
recovethe leper@2 Kings5:11).Naamarwasthinking, but his
thinkingwadaulty. Aslongashethoughtthiswayandrefusedo
alignhisthinkingwith GodO&gwouldremairaleperLetuslearn
that we must subject our thinking to GodOs thinking.

The Case of the Rich Fool. Jesusold the parableabouta
farmemwhosegroundwagreatlblessedverto thepointthathe
hadnoroomto storetheharvestNoticethethinkingof thisman
whohadbeersoblessedAndethoughtwithin himselfsaying,
Whatshall do,becauséhavenoroomwhereo bestownyfruits?
And hesaid,Thiswill I do:1 will pull downmy barnsandbuild
greaterandtherewill | bestovall my fruitsandmy goodsAnd |
will sayto my soul,Soul,thou hastmuchgooddaid up for many



yearstakethineeasegat,drink, andbemerryO
(Lukel217-19)Hereweseghethought®ofthe
blestmanwasonly uponselfandtherewasno
thanksgivingo God. In theversethatfollow,
JesugivesGodOeactiorto suchfaultythink-
ing. OButGod saidunto him, Thou fool, this
night thy soulshallbe requiredof thee:then
whoseshallthosethingsbe, which thou hast
providedois he that layethup treasurdor
himself,and is not rich toward GodO(Luke
12:19-21).TheLordreprimand$im for such
thinking. Wemustnot think thatOthings®ill
helpusin anywayto bepleasingo God. God
is not concernedvith whatwe have put what
kind of stewardve havebeenwith the things
that we have been blessed with.

The Church at Laodicea. In Revelatio3,
theangebfthechurchatLaodicearitesto the
churchand speaksf their conditionof being
lukewarmpeithercold or hot. Howeverthis
descriptiordid not matchthe thoughtsof the
membersfthechurchatLaodiceaRevelation
3:17tellswhattheLaodicearthoughtofthem-
selvesDBecausiou sayest, amrich andin-
creasedith goodsandhaveneedof nothing;
and knowestnot that thou art wretchedand
miserableand poor, and blind, and naked.O
What adifferencein wha thelLaodiceensthought
andwhatthe Lord thought. We mustbesure
thatweareobjectivén ourthinkingandthatour
objectivity is based upon GodOs will.

Theseareafewexampleandmanymore
couldbegivenputthisisenoughio understand
thatpleasingodisnotbasedponwhatl think
pleasingodis,butuponwhatGodthinks. We
mustremembethat GodOhoughtsarehigher
thanmanOhoughtsandHis ways arehigher
than our wayg(Isaiah55:8-9). We mustthen
lookto GodOsordanddeterminavhatisright
andpleasingp Him andthenwalkandthinkin
thosewaysasweacknowledg&od astheruler
of our lives.

Remember our service tonight at 6:00.

Better With Christ

Joe Fitch

“For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain
...yet what I shall choose I cannot tell. For I am
hardpressed between the two, having a desire to
depart and be with Christ, which is far better.
Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful
foryou”(Philippiand.:21) Pauffacedleatbas
hehadfor muchof hisministryfor theLord. It
wasnothingnew.His life on earthwashardb
oftenpainful®sometimeslled with fear.On
one occasiorhe recalled:"7 was with you in
weakness, in fear, and in much trembling”
(1Corinthians2:3).Surelydyingwasotpleas-
ant, but hewascomfortedb evenattractedy
the prospecbof being “with Christ.” He pro-
damedthisprospect “far berter thanany earthly
prospect.

Paulwasot uniquein facingdeathbboth
frequentlyand verycdosdly. T hedistipleswarned
JesUsSRabbi, lately the Jews have sought to stone
you, are you going there again?” Jesugiouldnot
bedissuadedndThomasoravelysaid:“Ler us
also go, that we may die with him” (Johnll1:7).
Eventhen, they understoodhat being wiz)
Christfarovershadowededreadfdyingbno
pessimisnmo despairjust reality. Paulfaced
deathanddeclarethewas®..well pleased to be
absent from the body and present with the Lord” (2
Corinthian$:8).Maybehealsdearnedrom “z
voice from heaven saying ...Blessed are the dead
who die in the Lord from now on ...that they may
rest from their labors, and their works follow them”
(Revelatiorl4:13). All saidand done,dying
with Christis better D far, far better.

Butwhatif youdonotdiePatleashotright
away?Then what?Is with Christ only about
dyingWhataboutliving?“If we live, we live to
the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord.
Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the
Lord’s” (Romand.4:8).1f therewereno dying,
no resurrectionno heaveror hell, living with



Christwouldstillbebetter Livingwith Christis
the ideallife. It makesyou a betterpersonb
makest easiefor youto live with yoursel®
makegouablessingp otherdandmakegou

goodthan for doing evil((1 Peter3:17)Dto
sufferasaChristianthanasanevildoe(1 Peter
4:16).It maybethatto usQhas been granted on
behalfof Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also

GodOs special inheritance (Ephesians 1:18)o suffer for his sakeO(Phil. 1:29)Dto be Ge-

Living with Christ is the essencef GodOs
plan.QFor God did not appoint us to wrath, but to
obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we
should live together with HimO(1 Thessalonians
5:9).Fromtheonsebf our serviceo thelLord
Dfrom our burial Quith Him through baptism
into dearhOPwe havebeencalledto live with
Christ,to Qualk in newness of liftQRoman$:4).
Beyondinydoubt,wherit comesoliving,with
Christ is better D far, far better.

We prepardo live devoutlyand comfort-
ablywith Christ,butwhatif sufferingppears
ourforecastRirstof all, thereismorethanone

consideration about suffering ® more than otﬁ

basigor sufferingPetewarned(X.ez none of you
suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a
busybody in other people’s mattersQ1 Peted: 15).
Sufferingor sinBfor beinganykind of Oevil-
doer®hasobenefitJusticésdonethatisthe
only goodthing to comeout of suchsuffering.
Qhor what credit is it if, when you are beaten for
your faults, you take it patiently?(1 Peter2:20).
Thereis no greatbenefitin how you behave
whileyousufferll if yoursufferings for evil.
Youjustgetwhatyoudeservel hethiefonhis
crosknewhis grievousufferingvasonly be-
caus®f whathehaddonebwe Qe under the
same condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we
receive the due reward of our deedsQLuke23:40).
Neithershouldwefind comfortin sufferingor
our rudenessfor meannesdpr lying about
peoplefor anyof our sins Howeverwhenwe
Qlo good and suffer for k(1 Peter2:20),it isan
absoluteldifferentsituation.n suchcasesye
follow the examplef Jesu$l Peter2:21)and
Quke it patz’ent[y.ONOW, that is Qommendable
before GodO(1 Peter2:20). Do not missthe
point! It issurelyObetteE.to sufferfor doing

proached for the name of ChristO(1 Peterd:14).

Thatismorethanalright!O. . if indeed we suffer
with him,...we may also be glorified togethero
(Romans:17).Sufferingvith Christisbette®
far, far better!

Did you noticethe future prospectwith
Christ?It isOgrified together”(Romans:17).
In obeyinghegospelwebecomesons of God”
(Romans8:14; Hebrews2:9-14) rogether with
Christ. Thatmeansvearebeirs of God and joint
heirs” together with Christ Dwhichthenmeans
being “glorified with him.” If only faintly, we
imaginewhat “glorified with him” implies,we
will surelycountagrivialanyhardshigncoun-
éedin beingw:ith Him. Whenall iswrapped
up, whenthefinal pagdsturned, “with Christ”
issurelybetterbfar, far better.

~viaThe Lakeview Lamp, Hendersonville, Tennessee.

News & Notes

THE SICK: Isabella Hammond hadtubes
put in herearghis weekEJimmie Lovell fell
thispastTuesdayndspentacoupleof daysn
the hospital,but is now at home E Rodney
McCrary’s mother, Nadine McCrary, iSin the
Huntsville Hospital in HuntsvilleE Jerry
Dickey’s father, David Dickey, continuesn
theECM hospitain FlorenceET7sha Thomas’
mother, Shelia Johnson, wasableéo comeéiome
thisweek efter her tretmentE Henry Trousdale
hasnot beendoingwellthis pastweekandhas
notbeerableto beatservicesEMark, Suzette
and Luke McIntyre haveallbeersickthispast
week E Daniel, Marla and Lydia haveall



beensickthis pastweekE John & Virginia
Lovell havebeersickandnot ableto beoutE
Scottie Goode Wassickandnot ableto be at
Bible studyWednesdagightE Lisa & Corey
Word wassickandnot ableto beatBiblestudy
WednesdayightE Glenda Phillips wassick
andnot ableto be at Bible studyWednesday
nightE Sissy Clemmonswassickandnotableto

e A
Schedule of Services

Sunday
Bible Classes................. 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship........... 10:45 a.m.
EveningWNorship.............. 6:00p.m.

Wednesday
BibleClasses........cc........ 7:00p.m.

be a Bible sudy Wednesday nightE Larry
Johnson s sickathomeandnotableo beoutE
Freda McConnell’s sister, Leta Zadigan, who
hasbeendignosedvith cancerE My aunt,
Martha Morris, continuedo undergochemo
treatmentsE Myrtie Williams is at home
unableo beoutE Mattie Blanche Word con-
tinuesat homeE Judy Williams mother, Flossie
Kazzaire, continuesin a nursingfacility in
FayetteE Monroe Pressnell’s aunt, Mildred
Pressnell, continuesathome E Tisha Tho-
mas’ grandmother, Nellie Hunter, is in the
Meadow Brook Nursing Home in Pulaski.

COMMUNCATION GROUPS: Tonightwill
be the time for communicatiorgroupfour to

Elders

MichaelClemmons.... (256)247-0836
Scottie Goode (256) 247-1451

MonroePressnell....... (256)232-0780
Deacons
JimmyGlass............... (256)247-0571

Mark Mclntyre............ (256) 233-1953
Phil Pressnell............. (256)232-8509

RockyRose................ (256)247-0011

Larry White................ (256) 247-0988

BrianWord................. (931)565-3799
Evangelist & Editor

David A. CoX............ (256) 247-1049

OfficeD(256247-5539

E-mailaddresgdlacox@hiwaay.n¢

meet.If youarein groupfourremembetio meet
with your group this evening.

PREACHING TONIGHT: Tonight at 6:00
p.m . Jerry Dickey will bespeakingl appreciate
Jernandhisworkandwillingnesto dothisand
I know that everyone will enjoy hearing him,

NEW QUARTER IN BIBLE CLASSES: The
new quarterin Bible classewill beginnext
Sundaymorning at 9:45. The scheduldor
teacherisonthebulletinboardn thevestibule.l
hopethateveryonwill bemakingtheirplango
beapartofoneoftheclassemsnvecomeogether

to study GodOs word.
THE RECORD:  For the week of January 15th
Sunday:
BibleClasses........cccccccevnnne 88
MorningWorship................. 110
EveningWorship.................. 38
Wednesday.
BibleClasses........ccccccceerinne 63
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