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Men Priviledged To Serve:

SundayMarch12th
Bible Classes

SongLeader
................................ JimPhillips
BibleReading..... (Ex0.19:14-24)
.................. ..RodneyMcCrary
Prayer

............................ AndrewGatlin

Morning Worship

SongLeader
................................ JimPhillips
Prayer

........................... RonniePhillips
LordOSupper

Presiding.............. Mark Mclintyre
AsSisting.......ccceeens JerryDickey
Serving.......oocveveven. ZackRogers
............................. CurtisMosley
........................ James/icConnell
.............................. CoreyGoode
ClosingPrayer
............................... JamedVord

Evening Worship

SongLeader
....................... DanielClemmons
Bible Reading....... (Exo.. 20:1-7)

................................ LarryWhite
Prayer

....... e AriC Butler
LordOSupper

........................... Mark Mcintyre
............................... JerryDickey
ClosingPrayer
................................ SteveParker

Seek Those Things Which Are Above

Daniel W. Bailey

In Colossian®:11-15Paulwriteso thefaithful Christiansn
Colossegxplainingthe symbolicsignificanceof baptisminto
Christ. Theapostleletailshatimmersionn thewaterefbaptism
symbolizea deathandburialin the form of ChristOdeathand
burial. Wherea€hristdiedphysicallandwagaisedo liveagain
by the powerof God, the believerin Christ, when baptized
accordingo thegospeinessagejesto sinandisraisedup again
to walka newspirituallife in the likenes®f Jesu€hrist. Upon
thesestatementfaulgoeon in Colossian8 to teachhowthis
spiritualresurrectiorshouldaffectthe waythat Christiandive
beforeGodin thisearthlylife: Qf then you were raised with Christ,
seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right

hand of God. Set.your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.
For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.O

Paulherespeak® peoplevhohadbeerraisedvith Christb
theydiedto sinandwereraisedo walkin newnessf life through
faith whenthey werebaptized And basedupon that fact, the
apostléeachetheseChristiansasallchildrenof Godshouldearn
andunderstantbdaythatanewcreaturén Jesu€hristmustnot
livealifeabsorbedndcontrolledytheconcernanddesiresfthe
world, but shouldlive with anunwaveringonsciousnes$the
eternabill of God, givingutmostdevotiorandhighestoyaltyto
theruleof heaven.

“Seek those things which are above, where Christ is” Din
otherwords bemotivatedo strivefor andattainthe thingsthat
reallymatterthethingsthatareabovein heavenvith Christand
God. Aschildrenof theworld striveandstruggl¢o gainworldly



things,childrenof the Most High mustfocus
theireffortoonheavenlthings.Theconcernef
God andHis righteousnesausttakepriority
overthe concern®f this life (Matthew6:33).
Christiangnustmakeheaventhateternalest-
ing placeof thefaithful, our principlegoaland
aim,andwemuststrivewith all diligenceand

Oftentimeswalkingin the light of Christ
demandthatweabstairiromcarnathingsthat
the impure world regardsasfun. Sometimes
devotiortotheruleoftheLorddemandthatwe
refuseto operateby the dishonesaind selfish
standardsf theworldthatleadonlyto tempo-
rary successand satisfactionColossian8:1-3

devotionto attainit. Note how Paulexpressed remindsall Christiansthat we no longerlive

hisparamounaimin thislife: Oforgettinthose
thingswhicharebehindandreachindorwardo
thosehingswhichareaheadl, pressowardthe
goalfor the prizeof the upwardcallof Godin
Christ JesusO (Philippians 3:13f).

“Set your mind on things above, not on
things of the earth” Dset your mind issomewhat
toowealkatranslationfor the conceptnvolves
morethanjustthe logos but alsolove,desire,
valuemoralreflectionandintenseoncerrf{see
StrongorVineontheGreekphroneite). Forthis
reasonthe King Jameg/ersiontranslateshe
phraseQSetouraffectioronthingsabove,énd
theN ASV footnotes (Beintent onthingsabove.O
Thecommandnvolvesiot onlywhatwethink
about,but howwethink. The newcreaturen
Jesu€hristdoesot stumblehroughlife with
heaven directly occupyingeverywakingthought,
but rathercontemplatesverythought,action,
emotion andsituationin thecontexbfheaven,
alwayzonsideringhe presenin the light of
eternityandGodOwill. Thismeanghatbefore
makingthe decisiorto takea job or beginan
educationd programor join adub/society, faith-
ful Christiangirstthink abouthowthatdecision
might affecttheir servicén GodOkingdom,
then the possiblebenefitsgainedin this life.
Whenwesurftheinternet,or choos@bookto
reador a movieto watchor aradiostationto
listen to, we as GodOshildren reflectupon
whetheior nottheconsequemeditationsvill
beedifyingo oursoulsandbeneficiah ourrace
for the prizeof heaverb Christis there,our
loving Fatheris there:we shouldlong with
mind, body and soulto be with them, and
therefordiveandthink in waygshatwill helpus
secure that goal.

accordingo the prioritiesand dictatesof the
flesh,becausa&ve died to thosecarnalthings
whenweput on Christ. ThereforeGodOshil-

drenmustliveeverymomentof everydaystriv-
ingabovall elsdo pleas&od, livingin accor-
dancewith His standardsf righteousnesnd
wisdom. Let usfirmlyfocusour mindson heaven,

and alwaysmakedecisionsn this life while

considering the life that is to come.
~Via Meditate On These Things; \Woodlawn, New York

Decert

Ed Harrell

Upon his return from the Scopedgrial in
1925,H. L. Menckertold astoryof oneof the
leadingcitizensof Daytonwho wasa staunch
prohibitionistbut alsospentmuchof histime
halfstewed.

This citizenwenthomeoneeveningafter
drinkingabit toomuchandtold hiswifehewas
sickandthatshewouldhaveto dotheevening
prayingaloneHewentto bedbuthecouldhear
his wife on her kneesn the nextroom. She
began:OOh,Lord, throw the mantleof Thy
mercyaroundnydrunkerhusband.Bebolted
up in bedandshoutedo hiswife, OGracious,
womandonGellHim 1Ondrunk;sayOnsick.O

No onebelievesuchnonsenseBut mil-
lions act like they do.



The recentpublic spectaclef a famous
televisiopreacherappedyimmoralityisnot
new,noristheuseof deceito try to escapthe
consequencestsin.It isdifficultforthemighty
to humblethemselveandsay Olhavesinned.O

Butit isnotonlydifficult for themighty;it
isonerousorallofus.Fortunatesthemanwho
hasneverbeenentangledn the treacherous
descenfrom immorality,to lying, to a life of
deceit, fleeing the public price of sin.

Onepaysaterriblecostfor hypocrisyWe
sacrificeghecleansingracef apenitentheart,
broughtlow by the chastisemeiatf conscience
(2 Corinthians7:10). We loseour ability to
identify with others,to comfortand instruct
thosewvhocarrysuchburdensgn theirownlives
(Galatian$:1-5).And,abovalll, weforfeitour
honor and self-respea2 Peter1:9). Some-
where deepin my heart,| knowthat! lie to
myself as well as to others.

Soit isthatonesinunacknowledgddads
medeepeanddeepeinto thethroesof deceit.
Without self-respectyithout the answenpf a
goodconsciencehe will to do right hasper-
ished.

Publicwrongcanrarelybehiddensuccess-
fully; its publicacknowledgemeistheroadto
God'sforgivenesand our own reformation.
But evenmoredangerouss the privatedeceit
whichthreatentheintegrityof my conscience.

Thereis muchaboutmethat you do not
know,andyouwill neveknow.Butl know,and
God knows.it is betweerme and Him that
deceitbecomesnost deceitful.] havenever
believethatpublicrecital®fprivatesinserved
either God or man. But the soul-searching,
closetprayerof a penitentheartis the biblical
roadto forgivenesmdpersonaleconstruction.

The mostcuriousfacetof the storyof the
Tennesse@runk is the imageof God that it
presentsCanwehidefrom God?Suchthink-
ing, calloushypursueddenigrate§&od; it ob-

scureslis eternapresencandmajestyit con-
tributesto the frivolous modern conceptof
powerless divinity.

| confesthatl guardmybehaviofor many
differentreasond. valuemy family andloved
ones] amhumbledby the esteenof others]
wouldnot wantto riskmy job andthe stability
of mylife. But, for allof that,| knowthatl can,
if 1 will, runandhide.it mayberisky,butl can
sin and deceive.

The gyroscopef my life mustbe a God-
consciousneddivein His presencéieiswith
meeverywhelego-forgoodorevil.Hewatches,
alongwith heavenlfoststheadultereandthe
liar. Will youdo suchdarkandrepulsivehings
in His presencel? is chilling to think such
thoughts.

Of course] do sinin His presenceAnd
whenl do,ad should] fallremorsefullpnmy
faceandpraythat He will dowhatl cannotdo
- remembeit no more.lt isagrandandawe-
somdruth thatl cannoforgetmysinstheyare
painfullyetchednmyconsciender alifetime.
But He whoknowsall, haschoserto knowno
more.

Themajesti¢ruth canbethusstatedif you
deceiveourselfandpretendthat He doesnot
know- He knows If youhumbleyourselfand
prayforgivenesfor what He knows- He no
longerknows.

~viaThe Beacon; Charlottesvilleyirginia

News & Notes

THE SICK: Virginia Lovell hascontinuedo
be sickandnot ableto be at servicesHerry
Dickey’s mother, Pat Dickey, isin the ECM
hospitalin Florenceawaitingan arteriogram
E Ronnie Phillips had a milagramdone on
Thursdayandwill hearfrom it thisweelkwhen
he goesto the doctorE Larry Johnson is at
home and not ableto be outE Remember



Freda McConnell’s sister, Leta Zadigan, who
hasbeendignosedwith cancerE My aunt,
Martha Morris, continuedo undergochemo
treatmentsE Myrtie Williams is at home
unableo beoutE Mattie Blanche Word con-
tinuesat homeE Judy Williams’mother, Flossie
Kazzaire, continuesin a nursingfacility in
FayetteE Monroe Pressnell’s aunt, Mildred
Pressnell, continuesathome E Tisha Tho-
mas’ grandmother, Nellie Hunter, is in the
Meadow Brook Nursing Home in Pulaski.

COMMUNICATION GROUPS:Tonightis
the night for CommunicationGroup two to
meet.If youardn grouptwo,remembetio meet
with your group this evening.

SYMPATHY:We wantto extendour deepest
sympathyto Angie McMCrary and all the
family, inthepassingf Angie@sint,Lois Shook,
this pastWednesday.

OUT OF TOWN: Cori Williams is awayin
Auburn this weekend.

GOSPEL MEETINGS. The Old Moulton
Road churchin Decatuis beginningameeting

today and it will continue through Friday wit

serviceat7:00p.m. It ismy privilegeo bethe
PeskerinthismegtingE TheRiver Bend church

in westernLauderdalecounty is beginninga
meetingtoday and it will continuethrough
Fridaywith servicesightlyat7:00p.m. They
will havalifferentspeakei@sfollows:Sunday —
Johnny Richardson; Monday evening — Mike
Douglas; Tuesday evening—Mark White— Wednes-

day evening — Phillip Owens.; Thursday evening—
Jeff McCrary; Friday evening — Shawn Bain. ...

The Centerview churchin Russellvillssbegin-
ningamestingtoday andit will continuethrough

Wednesdawith Gerald Rickerts sSpeakingSer-
vices will begin at 7:00 p.m.

THE RECORD: For the week of March 5th
Sunday: BibleClasses............... 96
Morning Worship........ 116
EveningWorship.......... 81
Wednesday. BibleClasses............... 95

Scheduleof Services

Sunday
Bible Classes................. 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship........... 10:45 a.m.
EveningWNorship.............. 6:00p.m.
Wednesday
BibleClasses........cc........ 7:00p.m.
Elders

MichaelClemmons.... (256)247-0836
Scottie Goode........... (256) 247-1451
MonroePressnell....... (256)232-0780

Deacons
JimmyGlass............... (256)247-0571
Mark Mclntyre............ (256) 233-1953
Phil Pressnell............. (256)232-8509
RockyRose................ (256)247-0011
Larry White................ (256) 247-0988
BrianWord................. (931)565-3799

Evangelist & Editor

David A. COX............ (256) 247-1049
OfficeD(256247-5539

E-mailaddresgdlacox@hiwaay.n¢
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