~ 4

OFor | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ for it is the power of God unto salvationEO (jonans 1:16)

TheGospel Powerispublisheih

interesbfNewTestamer@hris-
tianityandtoenhanda&eworkof
theAndersoohurch.

Anderson
church of Christ
5900 Highway 207
Anderson, Alabama

Visit UsOn The Web

Anderson-church.org

Men Priviledged To Serve:
Sunday, April 23rd

Bible Classes
Song Leader
......................... Daniel Clemmons
Bible Reading ........ (Exo. 24:9-18)

.......................... Rodney McCrary
Prayer

.................................... Aric Butler

Morning Worship

Song Leader

......................... Daniel Clemmons
Prayer

.......................... Monroe Pressnell
Lord’s Supper

Presiding ............... Mark McIntyre
Assisting .. .. Ronnie Phillips
Serving..... ... Mark McCrary
................. Corey Goode
..... ... Curtis Mosley

.......................... James McConnell

.................................. Steve Parker

Evening Worship
Song Leader
................................... Jim Phillips
Bible Reading . .. (Exo. 25:1-9)
.................................. Jimmy Glass

—~

.................................. Larry White

Mark Mclntyre
Ronnie Phillips

................................... Brian Word
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Ob Boy! It's Allowed

Bill Hall

How many times have new converts received sound instruc-
tions concerning the life of a Christian, only to have the instruc-
tions nullified by the example of older members? A brother in
Canada recently told me of his first trip south after his conversion.
Struggling to overcome his tobacco habit--because he had been
taught that he ought to do so--he watched with delight as the men
of the "down south" congregation went out between Bible study
and worship to enjoy their cigarettes. "O boy!" was his immediate
reaction; “It’s allowed!”

The same thing happens in other areas of teaching. “Attend
every service,” new converts are told, and sound reasons are given
to back such instructions. But Brother Smith only attends the
11:00 o’clock service, and he isaccepted as a faithful member. “One
service a week must be sufficient,” they say to themselves. “O boy!
It's allowed!”

“Study your Bible daily, and prepare beforehand for every
Bible class,” they are wisely told. But they see little evidence of Bible
study on the part of others, and some of the comments in Bible
classes definitely betray a lack of preparation. “Ignorance of God’s
word must not be too bad,” they conclude. “O boy! It's allowed!”

“Modesty of dress is essential for Christians,” they hear repeat-
edly. But then they hear of mixed swimming among the members
and see Sister Jones wearing the tightest pants in town. “O boy!”
they think; “It’s allowed!”

Older Christians ought to be constantly aware that they are



being watched, watched by newer converts who
are looking to them for examples. Part of the
teaching those new converts are receiving is
coming from the pulpit; the other partis coming
from the lives of the other Christians around
them. What are they seeing? What are they
learning? How sobering to think that some new
convert might have been discouraged and led
astray by something he saw in my life! Let each
live in every aspect of his life so as to be able to
say, “Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of

Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1).

Newer converts, though, must learn that
God’s word is the standard of authority, not the
conduct of other Christians. Loyalty in a king-
dom is determined by loyalty to the king rather
than to the subjects of the king. It is to Him that
one pledges his allegiance when he becomes a
Christian, and he must be faithful to Him what-
ever others around him may do or fail to do.

One’s “O boy! It’s allowed!” then must be
limited to those things which God allows in His
Word. But even then he would anticipate a
certain reserve in one’s expression, for the true
Christian’s greatest delight is not in some activ-
ity that just happens to be “allowed,” but in
serving the Lord. “For to be carnally minded is
death; but to be spiritually minded is Life and
peace” (Romans 8:6).

~via Charlottesville Beacon ; Charlottesville, Virginia.

Vacation Bible School
July 9-14

Harold Comer, Speaking on Sunday

Anderson church of Christ

Highway 207 South
Anderson, Alabama

“Starting Over”

Phil Robertson

They were ambitious, antagonistic and an-
gry. They probably didn’t want it to come to this
but they felt like they had no choice. For years
they had been revered and praised by the people
for their wisdom and insight into God’s word.
They were the Pharisees and the scribes. They
had dedicated their lives to defending the word
of God. But now people didn’t seem to care and
their popularity was waning.

Like caged animals hoping for a crack in
the gate, they leaped onto a desperate pitiful soul
in hopes of reclaiming their prominence. She
was indeed a pitiful creature who possibly had a
reputation of giving in to sexual desires. How-
ever, on this day, she was more than justa tramp,
she was bait. They needed her to help them catch
the greatly admired Jesus in a moral and doctri-
nal trap.

“Then the scribes and the Pharisees brought
to Him a woman caught in adultery. And when
they had set her in the midst (of the crowd), they
said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught
in the very act of adultery. Now Moses, in the
law, commanded us that such should be stoned.
But what do you say?” (John 8:3-5).

This woman was just a pawn in a despicable
scheme. If Jesus said “stone her”, the people
would have questioned His compassion and
mercy because many of His followers were the
poor and the “sinners.” But, if He didn’t follow
through with the stoning, His authority as a
teacher of the Law would be questioned.

Jesus chose not to say anything at first. He
just scribbled in the sand with His finger. After
a continuous barrage of questions from the
accusers, He finally said, “He who is without sin
among you, let him throw the first stone.”

It was of course a brilliant reply. Beginning



with the oldest to the youngest, all the angry
scribes and Pharisees dropped their rocks and
walked away.

Many have tried to use this story to prove
Jesus offers grace and forgiveness regardless of
the Law. Thatjustisn’t true. Eager to trap Jesus,
the religious leaders failed to fulfill the require-
ments of the law to justify an execution. The
Law required two to three witnesses
(Deuteronomy 19:15; 17:6) and thatboth adul-
terers, the woman and the man, be stoned
(Deuteronomy 22:22).

After all the accusers were gone, Jesus fi-
nally turned His attention to the woman who
was probably standing in a puddle of tears.
Knowing she had slipped by on a technicality,
Jesus told her, “Go and sin no more.” He never
questioned her guilt and neither did she.

Just a few moments earlier, she was on
death row. Now, she is not only alive, she has
been forgiven. Isn’t that amazing?

“Starting over” is a wonderful concept.
Jesus calls it grace. And all of us must have it if
we're going to escape our own judgment (Eph
2:8-10). But grace doesn’t excuse sin. Jesus
charged this woman to change her thoughts,
motives, actions, and goals. Understanding how
close she came to being executed, don’t you

think she did?

Jesus knows all about us just like He knew
those religious leaders and this woman (He-
brews 4:13). May we all accept Jesus’ gracious
acquittal (Mark 16:15-16).

~via Hueytown Church Bulletin; Hueytown, Alabama.

Remember Our Bible Class Periods

Sunday at 9:45 a.m.
Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.
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THE SICK: Chalotte Dickey was able to be at
Bible study on Wednesday following her surgery
last Friday ...Mark Mclntyre’s & Tammy
Bryant’s mother, Oakie Choe, received word
that she does have cancer. However it is in the
early stagesand the prognoisis seems good. .. C.L.
& Margaret have been sick and not been to be
at services ...Mary Lovell  is sick with gall
bladder trouble and is to see a surgeon on
Monday... Virginia Lovell is not able to be at
services due to back problems ...Henry
Trousdale is at home and has not been doing
well this week... Ella and IvyWallen have
been sick this past week and not able to be at
services...Caroline Parker was sick this past
week and was not able to be at Bible study
Wednesday night...Mark McCrary was sick
and not ablet o be at services on Sunday ...
Mattie B. Word’s son, Billy Word, is in the
Vanderbilt hospital in Nashville...Doris
Newton’s brother, Preston Dean, is making
good progress in his recovery from his recent
surgery ...Larry Jobhnson is at home and not
abletobeout ... Remember Freda McConnell’s
sister, Leta Zadigan, who has been dignosed
with cancer... Myrtie Williams is at home
unable to be out... Mattie Blanche Word con-
tinuesathome .. Judy Williams mother, Flossie
Kazzaire, continues in a nursing facility in
Fayette ... Tisha Thomas’grandmother, Nellie
Hunter, isin the Meadow Brook Nursing Home
in Pulaski.

COMMUNICATION GROUPS: Tonight is
the night for Communication group four to
meet. If you are in group four, remember to
meet with your group this evening,.

OUT OF TOWN: The Gatlins: Andrewand
Marissare in Gatlinburg, Tennessee on vaca-
tion this week... The Butlers: AricandAndrea



are back home after being in Florida visiting
with family over the weekend...The Rogers:
Mike, TishaZackandJacobre back home after

being in Nashville last weekend.

GOSPELMEETINGS: The New Georgia
church is beginning a meeting tomorow and it
will continue through Thursday with services at
7:00p.m. JeffMay will be the speaker in this
meeting... The Danville Road church in
Decatur is beginning a meeting tomorrow and it
will continue through Friday. Services Monday
through Friday will be at 7:00 p.m. MarkWhite
will be the speaker in this meeting. .. The Corinth
church in Athens is beginning a meeting today
and it will continue through Wednesday with
services at 7:00 p.m. FerrelDenkinsvill be the
speaker in this meeting.

THE RECORD: For the week of April 16th

Sunday:
Bible Classes........ccccoceuruirunucnnne 107
Morning Worship ................... 138
Evening Worship .......ccccccceee. 95
Wednesday:
Bible Classes........cccoceuruiinucnnne 104

The Anderson
church of Christ

Wel)si’ce at:

www. Anderson-church.org

On the Site You Will Find:

1. Information about the church at
Anderson

2. The Gospel Power in .pdf format
uploaded each Sunday.

3. Sermons preached at Anderson in Rea
Audio.

Please Visit Our Site Regularly.
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Scheduleof Services
Sunday
Bible Classes ........cceeeveennen. 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ............ 10:45 a.m.
Evening Worship .............. 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Bible Classes ......c.cceemenene. 7:00 p.m.
Eldes
Michael Clemmons..... (256) 247-0836
Scottie Goode ............. (931) 565-3391
Monroe Pressnell ......... (256) 232-0780
Deacons
Jimmy Glass ......c.c.c.cuc.. (256) 247-0571
Mark Mclntyre ............ (256) 233-1953
Phil Pressnell................. (256) 232-8509
Rocky Rose ....covveneeeee (256) 247-0011
Larry White .......coeveeeee (256) 247-0988
Brian Word ........coeu.e. (931) 565-3799

Evangelist & Editor
David A. Cox ............. (256) 247-1049
Office—(256) 247-5539

E-mail address: dacox@hiwaay.net

<
g
% oL
g _E=EW
2T T E e
AS gl B
ERRR:
w » O VU
A gz
= <
]
<

Return Service Requested

Anderson church of Christ
P.O. Box 66
Anderson, Alabama 35610




