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Men Priviledged To Serve:
SundayFebruaryth:

Bible Classes
SongLeader
........................... Mark Mcintyre
BibleReading.......... (Lev.20:1-9)
................................. RockyRose
Prayer
........................ JonatharKeenon

Morning Worship

SonglLeader

........................... Mark Mcintyre
Prayer

....... s RAY Tucker
LordOSupper
Presiding.................. LarryWhite
Assisting................. Phil Pressnell
Serving.....cocceeeevneenn. Aric Butler
............................. CurtisMosley
................................ Hunter Cox
.......................... BradHammond
ClosingPrayer

........................ KevinChancellor

Evening Worship
SongLeader
........................... RonniePhillips
BibleReading......(Lev.20:10-21)
....................... DanielClemmons

Prayer
................................ SteveParker
LordOSupper
................................ LarryWhite
.............................. Phil Pressnell
ClosingPrayer
................................ BrianWord

Tempted and Tried

Bubba Garner

We areassurethat trialswill come OAllwho desireto live
godlyin ChristJesusill bepersecuted@Timothy 3:12).There
isno loopholeor exemptiorclausethereis no wayaroundit. In
fact,Petersaysiot to besurprisedvhentheycomeuponus,Oas
thoughsomestrangehing werehappening@ Peter4:12).And
Jamepreparessnotfor OiftheyhappenbutOwhenQames:2).
Seeinghat we cannotescapé¢heseOvarioustdals, comingin
differenshapeandsizesyftenfromunexpectesburcesyhatcan
wedo aboutthem?

Cheer up. Whatdoeslamesayto doZOCounit all JonJames
1:2). How doesPetertell usto respond®Keepn rejoicing@l
Peterd:12).Jesuslimselfpreachedh the Sermoronthe Mount
thatwhenpeoplansultyouandpersecutgou andfalselysayall
kindsof evilagainsyou,Orejoicandbeglad@Matthews:11-12).
Do youseapatterndevelopin@pere®™ youwantto endwith joy,
you have to begin with joy.

Yet,wewouldmuchratherOcounit all misery®@r Okeepn
complaining©r Opoutindbe angry.@Ve wantpeopleto know
whenweOrsufferingand how much weOrsuffering We find
greatecomfortin feelingsorryfor ourselvethanin finding ways
to rebound and rejoice.

Wemuststartseeinghingsfrom GodOgerspectiviesteaaf
ourownlimited, selfishview.Only then,will oureyedeopened
to awholenewworld.Only then,canwesedHim on His throne,
watchingoverusandcausingisto rejoiceln prosperityandin
adversity.

Look farther along. The testingof our faith Oproduces



enduranceAnd let endurancéaveits perfect
resultsothatyoumaybeperfecandcomplete,
lackingin nothingQJamed.:3-4). An athlete
enduresherigorsof trainingbecauskeknows
it will makehim strongeifor the contestWe

mustpersevet@roughourfierytrialsknowing
thatwewill emergsharpeandmoredurableon

theotherside.

God is interestedn making His people
better.TrialsandtestsarejustonewayHe can
accomplistthat. He knowsthat they giveus
confidenceand boldnesdor future trials. He
knowsghattheyhelpusbecomenatureQperfect
andcompletelackingin nothing.CHe knows
thatafaithtestedbecomeafaithperfectedBad
thingsmayhappero goodpeopleButwiththe
right attitudeandproperperspectiveheycan
make good people even better people.

Let the Lord help. OButf anyof youlacks
wisdom|Jethim askof God(Jame$:5). There
aretimesto prayfor thetrial to beremovedBut
therearealsdimeso prayforwisdonto endure
it. Wisdomwill helpussedaheendresulteven
wheritOstill farway Wisdomwill helpusmake
goodchoice@ themidstof adversityWisdom
will helpusmaintairourfaithin Godthoughwe
be in the most desperate of circumstances.

GodgivesoallgenerouslyHewill notonly
fill yourcup,He will causdt to overflowPray
for wisdom. Then use it.

OCheeup, my brother.Live in the sun-
shine. WeOll understand it all by-and- by.O

~ViaSouthside Sunday, Pasadena, Texas

Remember Our Bible Class Perioq

Sundayt9:45a.m.
Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.

T’ve Got Mine

Dale Smelser

Wehadaninterestingesponsgom oneof
our onlinestudentsThe lessorwasfrom Acts
19. Paulthereisin Ephesusyheretherewasa
templeofthegoddesBiana.Paulhadpreached
againsdolatryandhismessagdedclearlypeen
heard:OTherareno godsthat aremadewith
hands.(his messageasoffensiveo a man
namedDemetrius.He wasa silversmithand
madesilvershrinesof Diana.He thus called
togethehisfelIowcraftsmerandwarnedDNot
onlyistheredangethatthisourtradecomento
disreputebut alsothat the templeof the great
goddess Diana be made of no account.O

The questionthe studentwasanswering
was:OWhatwasthe first concernDemetrius
addresse@ndwhatwassecondv. 27)?®er
answewasQOHevadearfulof thedemisef his
trade(professionincomepndthattheTemple
of Artemigor Diana)wouldcountfor nothing.
It wasMoney - livelihoodfirst, thenreligion.
Thatisfamiliarterritory.| can@iometo church
becauskehaveo work- | havesomanybillsEl
can@bmeo Biblestudyatnightbecausievork
asecondobEl canCtayanythingon my job
aboutbeingabelievein Christ;theywonCitke
meanymore.O

First,a caveabr two. A secondob is not
necessaridelfishnessorispayingoneQslisa
badthing. But a secondob which keepame
frommoreactiveserviceswrongf motivatedy
greed.That is covetousnesand Paul callsit
idolatry (Colossian8:5). And unresponsibly
acquiringmorebillsthanonecanpayis carnal
materiaism. But our sudent@obsarvationswere
apt.

For many,their personatarnalconcerns
comebeforeeverythinglseUltimatelythatis
theproblemwith democracieBeoplesharing
desireancombindo votethemselvawivilege.
Andthemoreprivileggpeoplevotethemselves,



the moreit costsothersto supplythoseprivi-
legesThentheburdenbringsrebellionor col-
lapseBut thethinkingis,aslongasl getmine,
| donot carevhatisbestor thenationoverall.
Whenprincipledconcerrfor the nationislost,
and individual concerngake precedencehe
nationOsglaysare numbered.Demetriuswas
afflictedwithacommommaladyMy prosperity
first.

It iseasyor thisto bedonein religionalso.
Churchesmay be well peopledand well fi-
nanced.They look first to materialtrappings
suchasthebuilding. Thentheylookto making
thingsascomfortablendimpressivagossible.
Of coursethereisnothingwrongwith havinga
building.Nor isit wrongfor it to becomfort-
able.But whenthosethingstake precedence
overthespiritual weshardDemetrius@alady.
Paulurgedyentilechurcheto comeo therelief
of Jawsin Jerusalem. T hechurchesof M acedonia
repondedliberdly, though theythemsdveswere
in deep poverty (2 Corinthians 8:2). The
Corinthiansdrug their feetand Pauladmon-
ished them, OYour abundancebeingat thispresent
time a supplyfor their wantQ(2 Corinthians
8:14).1t is a selfishchurchthat securesvery-
thing for itselffirst, beforegiving thoughtto

brethren elsewhere in desperate circumstan

PaulQsinciplewasusedy Leninto foster
DialecticCommunismOFromeachaccording
to hisability,to eachaccordingo hisneed. Qf
cours¢hiswasashamThosevith muchdidnot
sharewith thosewhoneededlt wasall confis-
catedandputin apileandcontrolledbythosen
authority, whotook morethan others AsOrwell
observedn thatsystensomeveremoreequal
than others.

One of the lessonsf the 20th Centuryis
that selfistthinking is a disastrousvayof life.
The lessorcomesfrom Nazi Germany OThe
Nazicamefor the communistsl saidnothing
for | wasnot acommunistTheycamefor the
Jewsndl saichothingfor| washotaJewThey

camdor theCatholicsagain saidnothingfor
| wasnotaCatholic.TheycamdortheGypsies
andonceagain saichothing,| washotaGypsy.
Thentheycamefor me,no onesaidanything,
there wasno one left to speak.@emetrius
shouldhavesoughtruth, not justto securdis

carnalvellbeing.
~VviaWildercroft Bulletin; RivedaleMaryland.
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News ¢& Notes

THE SICK: Brooke Blakely continuedo be
doing better,but is not ableto getout yetE

Jonathan Keenon’s father, Glen Keenon, had
astintinsertedn Fridayafternoorfor ablock-
agen hisheartt Larry & Dyanne Johnson’s
grandson, Bowen Johnson, hadsurgerpnhis
aortaonFridayin BirminghamatUABE James
McConnell father, Albert McConnell, isin the
ECM hospitalin FlorenceHe hadsurgeryo
removepart of his colon on Thursdayafter-



NOONE Rodney McCrary’s brother, Terry
McCrary, hasbeenin the Athens-Limestone
hospitaln ICU thisweekE Monroe Pressnell
continuesistreatmentor hiscancerEShelia
Goode and Lou Ann Phillips’ brother-in-law,
Michael Olive, is continuing his radiation
treatment& Myrtie Williams isathomeand
notableto beoutE Jack Tucker isnotableto
beout E Faye Hammond isathomeE Judy
Williams’ mother, Flossie Kazzaire, contin-
ues in a nursing facility in Fayette.

SYMPATHY: Wewantto extendour deepest
sympathie® Jerry Dickey and all the family,in
thepassingf Jerry@sandmothetEllen Prince.
ShewasburiedlastSaturdayEAlsavewantto
extencour sympathyo Larry Johnson andall
the family, in thepassingf LarryGsother Jo/n
Johnson. HewasburiedastSaturdayEAlsowe
extendour sympathyo Tisha Thomas andall
the family,inthepasingof Tisha®grandmother,
Nellie Hunter. She was buried on Thursday.

COMMUNICATION GROUPS: Tonight
will bethenightfor Communicatiorgroupone
to meet. If youarein groupone,remembeto
meet with your group this evening.

OUT OF TOWN: The Coxes: Tyler and Hunter
arevisitingwiththeirgrandparentsday. Kerry
and I arein Floridafor the weekattendinghe
FloridaCollegdectureship.

PREACHING TODAY: Dueto mebeingout
of townto attendthe FloridaCollegdectures,
Kevin Chancellor will bepreachinghismorn-
ing and Mark White will be preachinghis
evening. | know that you will enjoyhearing
themboth. | appreciatéheirwillingnesso fill
in for me while | am away.

THE RECORD: Attendance — Week of Jan. 28th

Sunday:
BibleClasses..........ccccceeennne 107
MorningWorship.................. 132
EveningWorship................... 85
Wednesday:
BibleClasses..........ccccceenne 83

e A
Schedule of Services
Sunday
Bible Classes................. 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship........... 10:45 a.m.
EveningWNorship.............. 6:00p.m.
Wednesday
BibleClasses........cc........ 7:00p.m.
Elders

MichaelClemmons.... (256)247-0836
Scottie Goode........... (931) 565-3391

Deacons
JimmyGlass............... (256)247-0571
Mark Mclntyre............ (256) 233-1953
Phil Pressnell............. (256)232-8509
RockyRose................ (256)247-0011
Larry White................ (256) 247-0988
BrianWord................. (931)565-3799
Evangelist & Editor
David A. CoX............ (256) 247-1049
OfficeD(256247-5539
E-mailaddressiacox@hiwaay.n¢
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