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Men Priviledged To Serve:
SundayApril 1st:

Bible Classes
SongLeader
........................... Mark Mclntyre
BibleReading......(Lev.25:35-46)

................................. Ray Tucker
Prayer

................................ BrianWord

Morning Worship

SongLeader

........................... Mark Mclintyre
Prayer

....... e dimmyGlass
LordOSupper

Presiding........... KevinChancellor
ASSISting........cove.nd Phil Pressnell
Serving......coeeeeeeeeen. JimPhillips
.............................. BrianBlakely
.......................... BradHammond
................................ Hunter Cox
ClosingPrayer
............................... JamegVord

Evening Worship

SongLeader

............................... JerryDickey
BibleReading....... (Lev.2547-55)
........................ JonatharKeenon
Prayer

....... e RONNIEPIllpS
LordOSupper

........................ KevinChancellor

.............................. Phil Pressnell
ClosingPrayer

................................ RockyRose

The Blessing of Adversity

Harold Carswell, Jr.

My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers tempra-
tions; Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh
patience. (Jamed:2-3).

Jamesnorethan likely wasthe Jamesvho wasthe LordOs
brother(Galatiansl:19). During the earthlyministry of Christ,
Jamewasonewhodid notbelievéhatJesugagheMessialiJohn
7:5) but later waslisted as a believerin JesugActs 1:14; 1
Corinthiansl5:7).He wasalscaprominenimembenfthechurch
at Jerusalenthe epistlein which the aboveverseds takenwas
written to the Otwelvéribes whicharescatteredbroad@ames
1:1). This of coursewould includeboth Jewsand Gentiles(cf.
Galatians6:16). The epistledealswith variousspecificut the
overalthemeofthebookdealsvith faithandmorespecificallthe
man of faith. Jamegakeswhat manyreferto asthe Opractical
approach@ Christianity.

It seemsomewhatonicthatJamesyhowasatonetime an
unbelievenwouldbeusedby Godto write anepistleon faithand
beingamanof faith. But perhapshisisnot soironicatall. When
welookattheNew Testamenwveshouldiakenotethateveryone
of its writersareexamplesf subjectitle. Theyall cameo realize

the great blessings that came with adversity. All the Apostles were

martyrsfor the causeof Christ. Jesusaidthey would be His
witnessed uke24:48).The wordwitnesss alsatranslatedmar-
tyr). Eventhosevhowerenot ApostlesuchasJohnMark. Luke,
JamesandJude areall recipient®f the blessingthat comewith
adversity.

Adversitycanbedefinedasdifficultiesmisfortunes Someof
its synonymsaretrouble, difficulty, hardship distressdisaster,



sufferingaffliction,sorrowmiserytribulation, AbrahanandRahalshowedheirfaith(trust)in
woe,pain,traumamishapgetc.Whataresome God by theirworkstowardGod. Abrahanput
of the blessingshat can be gainedthrough the life of his sonlsaacon the line whenhe
adversity according to the inspired James? offeredhim up asa sacrificeo God believing/

PatienceE trusti~ngthatGodwouldraisehim upbecausef

Jamewriteso Christiangndstatetheyare G0dOsromiseo him (Hebrewd 1:19).Rahab
to countit alljoywhenin trialsandtribulations Putherlifeonthelinewhenshehid thelsraelite
becaussherourfaithistesteavegainpatience. SPiésvhohadcomeiospyoutthecityof Jericho.
Thewordpatiencéshupomone-steadfastness Sheknewthe God of the sraelitesiasthetrue
constancyendurancein the New Testament & I|V|ngGod._ShmadhearthatHe haddone
the characteristiof amanwhois not swerved t© the Egyptiansand trustedthat He could
from his deliberateurposeand his loyaltyto deliverherfrom death(Joshu&:1-24cf. He-
faith and piety by eventhe greatestrialsand  Prewsl1:31).

sufferinggJosephayer). SincerityE

Jamesvould alsospealof the patienceof James has much to say about hypocrisy.
Job (James:11). Jobwasstrippedof all his ¥ Sincere religion (James 1:21-27)E
worldlypossessiorggprivedfall hischildren, ¥ Sincere judgment (James 2:1-13)E
torturedin bodywith sorediseas¢emptedby ¥ Sincere obedience (James 3:1-18)E
the devil,harasselly hiswife,andridiculedby ¥Sincerdovek )
hisfriends Nevertheleshgheldfasthisinteg- ~ Toward God (James 4:1-10)E
rity, resignechimselfto the Divine dispensa- ~Toward one another (4:11-12)E
tions,and chargedot God foolishly.We too Hope...
gainpatiencehroughadversityf we allowit! Jameendghisepistlavith hope Thehope

Notice Jamesaysbut Oletpatiencehaveher ot jamegeferso isthehopeof heaveriThisis
perfectworkO Jamesplaceshe responsibility he only true hopethat the Christianhas.The
upon the Christianto allow adversityto be \neertainty of thislifecannot bringabout surety.
profitable and a blessing. The behavioof otherscannotbedependedn
True FaithE regardingjustnessand righteousnesso the
Jamesnentionsthat anotherblessingpf faithfulnessf Godisall thatwehaveasChris-
adversitisOtrudaithOJusthementionoftrue  tiansto relyon. Godhasproverhimselfaithful
faith tellsusthat thereis falsefaith. Falsdaith  andhasproventhatHe canbedependedpon
includeserroneouseachingandbeliefof such to keepHis word. The Christiansé&lianceon
teachingbut is not limited to this. The word God is manifestby their prayersaand conduct
Ofaith@ot only refergo beliefbut alsocarries (James:1-20)!
with it theideaof trustanddependencéalse
faith alsorefersto doubt and a lack of trust.
Jamestateshat suchamanshouldnot expect
anythingfrom God (Jamesl:6-8). So many
peoplehaveaverystrongacademibasedaith

but lackthe trustandcouragéo exercis¢heir Vacation Bible School

faith without waveringTo know the word of

Godisto practicevithoutdoubtwhattheword QU |y 9_ 13 2007
of GodOsaysJamestateshat the ChristianOs !

faithmustbeaccompanieayworksoffaith!He Anderson ChLd]h Of Chl"S'[
saysn chapter2 of the epistleOfaithwithout .
worksisdead@ameg:14-26).Jamesse$wo I'-Al\lggway 20|7bSOUth
individuals that exemplify true faith. Both ndersonflabama

Weshouldallaslourselvahtequestionhas
adversity been a blessing or a curse for me?
~ViaSouth Brundidge St. Messenger; Troy, Alabama




Look Out For Wolves

Allen Dvorak

Christiandivein adangerouworld.It isa
worldfull of evilinfluenceandevendiscipleof
Christmustguardagainspossiblénroadsnto
his thinking by SatanGmnslaughtHowever,
suchchallengemaynot bethe greatestianger
which the saint faces.

The truth of God setsmenfree,but false
doctrinewill causenento belost(John8:32).
The apostlePeterwrote, OButtherewerealso
falseprophetsamongthe peoplegvenasthere
will befalseteacheramongyou, who will se-
cretlybringin destructiveeresiesyerdenying
theLordwhoboughthem,andbringonthem-
selveswift destructionAnd manywill follow
theirdestructivevaysbecausef whomtheway
of truth will be blasphemed@ Peter2:1-2).
Not onlydo falseeacherbring Oswiftlestruc-
tionOGuponthemselvegut theyalsowill con-
tribute to the destructiorof othersj.e.,those
who accept their Odestructive heresies.O

It isoftennot too difficult to recognizéhe
falseteacherHe is suspectfirst becausef the
contexofhisteachingHe (orshe!)sassociated
with a religiousdenominationand suchde-
nominationsarefoundedupon falsedoctrine.
Secondhisteachingnayobviouslycontradict
the plain teaching of the New Testament.

Themoredangeroufalsdeacheistheone
wholookdikethesheepUsingthefigureofthe
flockto describ&odOgeopleJesusharacter-
izedthefalsgorophetgorteachersjsOravenous
wolves@hoappeain Osheepfisthing@Mat-
thew7:15).Thethoughtisthatthefals@eacher
may appearto be a faithful Christian upon
cursoryexamination.

ThatOshatmakesim sodangerousNot
just that he teachesloctrinewhich will con-
demn,but that he is hardto recognizeSome
sheepwill be Odevoured®) his falsedoctrine
becausieytrustechim. He doesn@teamsign
proclaimindimselfo beapredatorHesecretly
bringdn destructivleresiesjdlingupto sheep

aftersheepo plant his unscripturalviews(2
Peter2:1). He oftendoesn@iroclaimhis view
from the pulpit. Insteadhe worksbehindthe
Lenes quetioningsound teaching, dwaysready
to offera ObetteviewQo thosewho aremade
receptiveo his deceptivavordshy flattery (2
Peter2:3,13-14,Romand 6:18;Judel6). He
doesn@evoura sheemuickly. He distractsa
sheep from theShepherd®@voiceuntil that Chris-
tianis soenamoredvith the falsedoctrinethat
hedoesn@cognizthetruth anymoreEventu-
ally that samediscipleis advocatinghe false
doctrine,havingOdiscoveredi©w wrong the
doctrinehe onceaccepteds. He hasbeende-
vouredby thewolfwho,by now,isconcentrat-
ing on his next victim.

It isnot the purposef thisarticleto cause
brethrerto vieweactotherwith suspiciorand
distrust.We do need,howeverto be ableto
recognizéhosdalsaeacherahoaredresseih
sheep@sthing.Jesutughthatwecanrecog-
nizethemby their fruits (Matthew7:15). The
ultimatetestfor falseteacherss the doctrine
taught - do the Scriptures support it?

~ViaNews & Notes; Madison, Alabama.

ews and
Notes

THE SICK: Claus Martel isrecoverinfrom
his neck surgeryand hasbeenableto be at
servicehisweekE Sanda Martelhaeersick
this pastweekand hasnot beenableto be at
sarvices E Janice Moody is sick this week
E Leota Springer’s husband, Bob Springer, iS
at homefollowing a procedurdo havethree
stintsinsertedn hisheartE Myrtie Williams
isathomeandnotableto beout E Jack Tucker
isnotableto beout E Judy Williams’ mother,
Flossie Kazzaire, cOntinued anursindgacility



in Fayette.

OUT OF TOWN: The Coopers: Curt, Marcia
and Erin havebeenin Floridathis pastweekE
The Blakelys: Brian, Sarah, Hayden and Brooke
havebeenin Floridathis pastweekECori Will-
iams isout of townthisweelandplango beback
home tomorrowE Lou Ann Phillips, Wanda
Tucker and Shelia Goode Will beout of townthis
week in Gulf Shores.

OUR MEETING: Thispastveekvehavebeen
engageth agospemeeting.Mark W. White of
Florence washerepreachinganddid his work
well. Theattendance/asserygoodandwehad
agoodnumberofvisitorghroughoutheweek.
| appreciatallwhoworkedandprayedor this
effort.

GOSPEL MEETINGS: The Helton Drive
church in Florencewill be engageth a gospel
meetinghisweekwith Jeff May preaching Ser-
vicesvill beginonMondaythroughFridayat7:00
p.m.EThe Brookhill church in Killen is begin-
ningameetingodayandit will continuethrough
Tuesdaywith servicethis afternoorat 2:30and
MondayandTuesdawt7:00p.m. Bobby Graham
will bethespeakein thismeetingETheCorinth
churchin Athenssbeginnin@meetingodayand
it will continuethroughWednesdayith services
at7:00p.m. Theywill havedifferentspeakeras
follows Sunday morning — Eugene Britnell: Sunday
evening— Guy McDaniel; Monday— Buc Chumbley;
Tuesday— Allen Dvorak; Wednesday — Norm Webb
Sr.

THE RECORD: Attendance—Week of Mar. 25th

Sunday:
BibleClasses...........ccceeeene 118
MorningWorship.................. 141
EveningWorship.................. 125
Wednesday.
BibleClasses...........ccceeen.e 117

Remember Our Bible Class Periods

Sundayat9:45a.m.
Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.

e A
Schedule of Services
Sunday
Bible Classes.................. 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship............ 10:45 a.m.
EveningWorship.............. 6:00p.m.
Wednesday
BibleClasses................... 7:00p.m.
Elders
MichaelClemmons.... (256)247-0836
Scottie Goode........... (931) 565-3391
Deacons
JimmyGlass............... (256)247-0571
Mark Mcintyre............ (256) 729-8316
Phil Pressnell............. (256)232-8509
RockyRose................ (256)247-0011
Larry White................ (256) 247-0988
BrianWord................. (931)565-3799
Evangelist & Editor
David A. Cox............ (256) 247-1049
OfficeD(256247-5539
E-mailaddressiacox@hiwaay.ne
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