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Men Priviledged To Serve:
Sunday, June 3rd:

Bible Classes

Song Leader

............................. Ronnie Phillips
Bible Reading ...... (Num. 3:44-51)
................................... Rocky Rose
Prayer

.............................. Andrew Gatlin

Morning Worship

Song Leader

............................. Ronnie Phillips
Prayer

.................................. Jimmy Glass
Lord’s Supper

Presiding ............... Mark Mclntyre
Assisting ........coceveruennnne Aric Butler
Serving...... .James McConnell

Eddie L. Hammondl
ettt Mark McCrary
............................... Curtis Mosley

.......................... Jonathan Keenon

Evening Worship

Song Leader

................................... Brian Word
Bible Reading ........ (Num. 4:1-10)
.......................... Rodney McCrary
Prayer

....................... Eddie J. Hammond
Lord’s Supper

............................. Mark Mclntyre
.................................... Aric Butler
Closing Prayer

................................. Brian Blakely

What Can Christians Do?
Bubba Garner

Evil is everywhere. It is all around us. It’s in the workplace and
in the school houses. It’s in the neighborhoods and in the media. It’s
even in the church buildings and in the home. It is, indeed, a very
clear and present danger.

But ours is not the first generation to be shrouded in darkness.
Noah was a “preacher of righteousness” (2 Peter 2:5) in a day when
“the wickedness of man was great on the earth” (Genesis 6:5).
Gideon and Eli were honorable judges during a time when “every
man did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 17:6). Josiah, the
eight-year-old king, “walked in the ways of his father David” while
his father Amon “multiplied guilt” (2 Chronicles 33:23). These and
other heroes of faith did not use their unfavorable surroundings as
an excuse for bad behavior. Rather, the very presence of evil became
an opportunity for them to show what was good.

Jesusaddressed this very principle in the Sermon on the Mount.
With the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:1-12), He described what the
kingdom citizen must look like on the inside: “poor in spirit” and
“purein heart.” In the nextsection (Matthew 5:13-16), He pictured
what we must look like to everyone else: “the salt of the earth” and
“the light of the world.” How fitting that Jesus used two common
items, two things that everyone has in their house. And they
describe something that everyone has in their life—influence.

What can Christians do concerning the evil that is all around
us? Shelter in place? Keep to ourselves? Remain shutinand shutout?
Not hardly. In fact, Jesus’ admonitions suggest that we spread out.

Be distinct. Salt hasa peculiar taste. It is immediately recogniz-
able. Food at the restaurant (notice I didn’t say at my house) is
usually judged as having too much or not enough salt. When Jesus



said that we are the “salt of the earth” (Matthew
5:13), one of the things that metaphor recom-
mends is that we have a distinguishing flavor all
of our own.

Now, this is not about being different just
for the sake of being different. This has nothing
to do with weird hairdos and eccentric clothing
that draw more attention to the person than the
cause they represent. This is about being differ-
ent for the sake of being right. That is, after all,
how we make a difference. When evil abounds,
good is easily detected.

But what good is salt that is not salty? When
you can’t tell the difference between the flavor
and what needs flavoring, we have lost our
effectiveness. “Low salt” is fine if you’re on adiet,
but when it comes to a world that is hungering
and thirsting for righteousness, get out of the
shaker and into the soup. Leave a taste in
someone’s mouth that causes them to say, “we
could use a little more of that.” Christians, of all
people, ought to be worth their salt.

Be seen. Lights are meant for shining. They
are to be beaming from a lampstand, not hidden
under a bushel. You can’t be “the light of the
world” (Matthew 5:14) when you stay in your
house all the time. You have to shine like a city
set on a hill.

Darkness is not a power that opposes light.
It is merely the absence of it. And it doesn’t take
much light to cancel it out. One candle can
brighten a whole room. One flashlight can illu-
minate an entire tent. What do you think one
Christian can do? When you shine in your dark
corner of theworld, you enable others to see. You
give them enough light to finally find the way
out, the way to Him who gives life and light. But
if you are not where you can be seen, the rest of
the world remains turned off, too.

You have a little light. Let it shine. All
around the neighborhood. All the time. Let it
shine. If you hide itunder abushel or let the devil
blow it out, you extinguish your purpose and
responsibility as well. You shut your own eyes to

the “blessed gospel light.”

Be good. “You” are the salt of the earth.

“You” are the light of the world. These are
individual responsibilities. You can’t depend on
others to do them for you. Just as salt has a
distinct taste, you have a peculiar circle of influ-
ence. Just as light spreads and extends, you have
a unique area where only you can shine. Don’t
wait for other people to overcome evil with good.
Be good yourself.

That’s what the world should taste. That’s
what they should see. “Your good works” (Mat-
thew 5:16). They’ve already seen plenty of bad
ones. All they have to do is look around to
observe those. Let them see in you someone
whosebehavioris notinfluenced by what’saround
him but by what’s inside him. Peter encouraged
the “aliens and strangers” of the First Century,
those who didn’t fit in with their surroundings,
to “keep your behavior excellent among the
Gentiles” (1 Peter 2:11-12). If your attitude is
where it ought to be, your conduct can’thelp but
follow suit.

Good works will “glorify your Father who is
in heaven.” Through us, they get a taste of Him.
Our light reflects back to Him who is Light.
We're not in this for our glory. We just want to

help people find their way to glory.

What can Christians do? Just be what you
are meant to be. It’s what will make a difference.

~via Southside Sunday; Pasadena, Texas.
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Don’t Romanticize Evil

Allen Dvorak

Did the world start revolving in the oppo-
site direction while I slept? Has the earth fallen
under the influence of some mind-altering astral
body? I ask these questions because of the mind-
boggling things which I have recently heard
coming out of the mouths of supposedly intelli-
gent beings. Surely, the only possible explana-
tion for such silliness is some change in the way
the earth turns!

I refer to recent comments about Oklahoma
City bomber Timothy McVeigh. In an editorial
piece, the New York Post observed that author
Gore Vidal wants to write a movie about
McVeigh because he “has a sense of justice, and
that’swhatattracted me” (5/13/2001). APNews
(5/10/2001) reported that David Woodard,
music composer, has created a 12-minute
“prequiem” for McVeigh. Woodard wants the
“pre-death trumpet fanfare” to be broadcast on
an Indiana radio station just prior to McVeigh’s
execution in the hope that the performance of
the music will escort McVeigh’s soul to heaven.
Woodard is "awed by who (McVeigh) is and his
circumstances,” although he claims that he does
not "support” McVeigh’s attitude toward the
government. | have even heard McVeigh com-
pared to Jesus the Messiah inasmuch as Jesus was
hated by many at His death and public opinion
is also strong against McVeigh!

Have you ever heard such foolishness? I
fully support the right of individuals to say
publicly what they think, but that right also
implies that expressed views can be challenged.
I recognize (hope?) that the almost romantic
tolerance for evil expressed by Vidal and Woodard
is not typical of Americans in general, but our
culture has been moving for some time in the
direction of “non-judgmentalism.” It seems that
we are becoming afraid to boldly and plainly
identify any behavior as sinful, even such hei-
nous crimes as that of McVeigh. He disagreed
with the U.S. government’s actions at Waco, so

he blew up a federal building in Oklahoma City,

killing 168 people who were not responsible for
what happened at Waco. Yet we are to believe
that this action illustrated “a sense of justice™

I am not the least bit “awed” by Timothy
McVeigh; he is a convicted mass murderer and
should be punished as such. To compare
McVeigh with Jesus as though he (McVeigh)
were some sort of messianic figure is ridiculous
and denigrates the redemptive work of our Lord.
McVeigh struck out at innocent people in an
effort to attract attention to his political views.
Jesus allowed Himself to be crucified to save
guilty people from eternal condemnation. Can
someone explain to me the similarity in charac-
ter between these two?

The eternal fate of individuals should be left
up to God (Acts 17:30-31; Romans 14:10-13).
The Scriptures, however, teach that we can and
should be willing to distinguish between good
and evil (Matthew 7:15-20; Hebrews 5:14; 1
Thessalonians 5:21-22). To be willing to pub-
licly identify sinful behavior is not necessarily
hateful and is important for the support of a clear

moral standard.
~via News & Notes; Madison, Alabama.

ews ¢
Notes

THE SICK: Janice Moody has been sick and is
to have some tests done...Amber Hammond
was able to be at Bible study Wednesday night
following her hospitalization... Jonathan
Keenon was able to be at Bible study Wednes-
day night following his hernia surgery on Sun-
day... Eddie L. Hammond was able to be at
Bible study Wednesday night following his gall
bladder surgery... Dyanne Johnson continues
at home and having to be off of her feet
following her surgery for her fractured

foot...Signa Skipworth was able to be at Bible



study Wednesday following her problems with a
blood clotinherleg ... Myrtie Williams contin-
ues in the Glenwood rehabilitation center in
Florence ... Lisa Word’s mother, Betty
Dillinger, is at home following a procedure to
install a pacemaker...Lisa Word’s father, Aus-
tin Dillinger, is in rehab following his hospital
stay and having a pacemaker put in...Signa
Skipworth & C.L. Weathers’ cousin, Hilda
Fincher, continues in the ECM hospital... Jack
Tucker is not able to be out ... Judy Williams’
mother, Flossie Kazzaire, continues in a nurs-
ing facility in Fayette.

GOSPELMEETINGS: The Quinn Memorial
church in Spruce Pine is beginning a meeting
today and it will continue through Friday with
Bobby Graham preaching... The Northside
church in Lexington will be engaged in a Vaca-
tion Bible school each evening this week through
Friday. will begin at 7:00 p.m.
morning... The Pepper Road church in Athens
will be engaged in a gospel meeting each evening
this week through Friday. Services will begin at
7:00 p.m. morning. Gary Ogden and Greg
Chandlerwill be the spekers in this meeting... The
Westview church in Athens will be engaged in a
vacation Bible school this week through Friday.
They will be meeting at 10:00 a.m.

COMMUNICATION GROUPS: Tonight is

the night for Communication group one to

Services

meet. Ifyou are in group one remember to meet
with your group this evening.

OUT OF TOWN: The Words: Lisa, Michael,
Corey and Olivia are out of town in Orlando,
Floridavisitingwith Lisa’s parents. . . The Parkers:
Steve and Melissa arein Puerto Rico this weekend
with Steve’s work.

THE RECORD: Attendance—Week of May 20th

Sunday:
Bible Classes.......ccovevuervereennene 82
Morning Worship ........ccccceuenvee 95
Evening Worship ......cccccceevnennee 69
Wednesday:
Bible Classes.......cccocevverveveennene 99

Remember Our Service tonight at 6:00.

-
Schedule of Services
Sunday
Bible Classes ........ccouveuveenee.. 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ............ 10:45 a.m.
Evening Worship .............. 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Bible Classes .......c.coceeuruenene 7:00 p.m.
Elders
Michael Clemmons..... (256) 247-0836
Scottie Goode ............. (931) 565-3391
Deacons
Jimmy Glass................. (256) 247-0571
Mark Mclntyre ............ (256) 729-8316
Phil Pressnell ................ (256) 232-8509
Rocky Rose .....cccouenneee (256) 247-0011
Brian Word ........o......... (931) 565-3799
Evangelist & Editor
David A. Cox............. (256) 247-1049

Office—(256) 247-5539

E-mail address: dacox@hiwaay.net
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