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Men Priviledged To Serve:
Sunday, July 15th:

Bible Classes
Song Leader
................................... Jim Phillips

Bible Reading ........ (Num. 8:1-13)
.......................... Rodney McCrary

Prayer
.............................. Andrew Gatlin

Morning Worship
Song Leader
................................... Jim Phillips

Prayer
................................... Rocky Rose

Lord’s Supper
Presiding .................... Steve Parker
Assisting ............... Mark McIntyre
Serving ............... Jonathan Keenon
.......................... James McConnell
............................... Curtis Mosley
.................................. Hunter Cox

Closing Prayer
....................... Michael Clemmons

Evening Worship
Song Leader
................................... Brian Word

Bible Reading ...... (Num. 8:14-19)
................................. Brian Blakely

Prayer
............................. Ronnie Phillips

Lord’s Supper
.................................. Steve Parker
............................. Mark McIntyre

Closing Prayer
.................................... Aric Butler
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“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ for it is the power of God unto salvation…”   (Romans 1:16)
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The Big Deal About Jesus

Allen Dvorak

On the night of His betrayal and arrest, Jesus was with His
apostles and He sought to comfort them in light of His imminent
departure from them. He assured them that, although He was
“going,” He would return and receive them to Himself. In the
course of that discussion, Jesus made the statement about Himself
which is so well-known: “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6).

Maybe it is not so well-known. A Presbyterian minister by the
name of Dirk Ficca was quoted in a recent Associated Press news
story as saying, “If God is at work in our lives whether we’re
Christian or not, what’s the big deal about Jesus?” The story
continues by noting that Ficca believes that the Presbyterians
should seek “some converts but realize that God is working in all
people to bring about salvation.”

It seems pretty clear to me from the passage cited in John’s
gospel that Jesus is the only  way to the Father. Jesus did not  say that
He was one of several ways or even “a” way, but instead He
presented Himself as the exclusive way to the Father, i.e., to
salvation. In this age of “tolerance” and political correctness, it is
hard for some people to accept or teach this truth, but Jesus was not
infected by the political correctness virus as His discussions with the
Pharisees illustrate!

The apostle Peter likewise understood Jesus to be the only way
to salvation. He affirmed to the Jewish Sanhedrin: “Nor is there
salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given
among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Why did the
apostles and other Christians feel compelled to preach Jesus, even
to the point of losing their lives, if salvation could come by other
means or other agents?



The Lost One

Edwin Crozier

In Luke 15:1-2, the Pharisees and scribes
grumbled against Jesus saying, “This man re-
ceives sinners and eats with them” (ESV). Jesus
responded with a parable of lost sheep.

He asked how many of the men wouldn’t
leave the 99 safe sheep and go search for 1 that
was lost. When he found it, he would rejoice and
ask his neighbors to rejoice with him.

We often use this parable to talk about fallen
Christians. However, Jesus is responding to a
complaint against His evangelism. With that in
mind, we see some interesting points about

Let me tell you what the “big deal” is about
Jesus. He was not, as believed by some world
religions, simply another prophet sent by God.
He claimed to be the Son of God, a claim
substantiated by His resurrection from the dead
(Romans 1:4). Either He was whom He claimed
to be…or He was a colossal fraud. He was not
just a wise teacher.

Mr. Ficca, the “big deal” is that Jesus, the
incarnate Son of God, died on the cross for the
remission of our sins (Matthew 26:28). Many
men have died in the name of religion, but none
of them lived a perfect life and thus could offer
themselves as an effective sacrifice for sin (He-
brews 4:15; 9:11-28).

I understand why Mr. Ficca plainly contra-
dicted the Holy Scriptures. He “directs the Chi-
cago-based Parliament of the World’s Religions.”
I suspect that he is looking for a way to justify
those who will not submit to the Lordship of
Jesus. Consider the words of Jesus: “If you do not
believe that I am He, you will die in your sins”
(John 8:24).

~via News & Notes; Madison, Alabama.
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bringing in lost sheep.

 First, we can’t find the lost sheep if all we
hang out only with saved sheep. Jesus was receiv-
ing sinners because that was where He could find
lost sheep. If we want to bring in the lost, we have
to go out to them.

Second, when the lost sheep is brought back
to the fold, it won’t look like the rest. Because the
lost sheep was not in the fold, it has gone without
food. It will be emaciated. Its wool was likely
caught in brambles and thickets. It may have
even been attacked by predators. When we bring
the lost in, they won’t look like us. Their hair
may be different. Their clothes may be different.
They may have tattoos and body piercings. Sadly,
many sheepfolds want all the sheep to look just
like us before they can come in. We need to be
ready to accept the sheep as they are. Some
differences don’t matter at all; the others will
change as the lost person becomes a Christian
and more Christ like.

Third, sometimes we go out into the wilder-
ness and we see all kinds of creatures, but only
find one lost sheep. Jesus told this parable in
response to His being around a whole bunch of
sinners. He was looking for one lost sheep. Too
often we get caught up in analysis paralysis trying
to convert the world. Instead, just look for one
more lost sheep. Once you find one, go back out
and look for one more.

Fourth, rejoice when the lost sheep comes
into the fold. No matter what he or she looks like.
No matter if they came from false religion, no
religion or one of our own families, we should
rejoice with all our brethren. Welcome the new
sheep into the fold, enfolding them in our love
and fellowship.

Finally, the fact that Jesus had to tell this
parable at all demonstrates that we have to be
prepared for some seeming sheep to look down
on us. We have to be ready to do all of this in the
face of opposition. Regrettably, some sheep don’t
want to bring in the lost. They just want to hang
out together while the fold dwindles and dies.
We will have to do this work in spite of them
because we care about the lost sheep.



THE SICK:    Myrtie Williams is in the ECM
hospital in Florence. She had  stints inserted in
her legs on Friday, but due to some  problems she
was having with her heart, she is in CCU …Tanya
Hammond’s father G. W. Long, underwent
surgery on Monday in Huntsville and continues
in the hospital and is doing well… Helen
Trousdale’s son-in-law, Wayne Kent,  is going
to have to wait for some ulcers in his esophagus
to heal before he will be able to have his heart
surgery … Helen Trousdale’s daughter, Editha
Kent,  is going to have surgery to repair a torn
rotator cup  …Ethan Pressnell  has been sick this
past week with sinus problems …Corey Word
has been sick this past week with sinus problems
…Lisa Word’s father, Austin Dillinger, is at
home following his stay in rehab…Signa
Skipworth & C.L. Weathers’ cousin, Hilda
Fincher,  continues in a Birmingham hospital…
Jack Tucker  is confined at home …Judy Wil-
liams’ mother, Flossie Kazzaire,  continues in
a nursing facility in Fayette.

SONG SERVICE:  Tonight will be the time for
our regular scheduled song service.  Brian Word
will be directing the service.

News &
Notes

Let’s get out into the open country and find
some lost sheep.

~via Franklin Church Bulletin; Franklin, Tennessee.

A Squeak In The Pulpit

Steve Higginbotham

Recently I read of an entry found in an old
church record of a business meeting. It stated: A
committee was appointed to investigate the
squeak in the pulpit. Upon reading this, I couldn’t
help but think that today’s world, even today’s
church, desperately needs more than a “squeak”
coming from the pulpit. Now, as much as ever,
we need the clear tones of the gospel resounding
from our pulpits.

We are hearing far too much about churches
who are selling out to the culture. The distinc-
tive preaching of New Testament Christianity is
seldom if ever heard in some pulpits. Sermons
that challenge our morals, expound our doc-
trine, question our ethics, and rebuke our medi-
ocrity are exchanged for sermons that have an air
of religiosity, but are lacking in substance.

In 1 Chronicles 12:32, it was said of some of
God’s children that they “understood the times.”
There remains a multitude of God’s children
who understand the times. They understand
that now is not the time for a squeak in the
pulpit. There are many godly elders, and godly
Christians who are demanding to hear more
than a squeak from the pulpit. They have not
bought into the idea that distinctive preaching
has harmed the church. They want substance
over style and flair. They want truth over enter-
tainment. They want biblical authority over
pragmatism. And they would rather have the
sometimes bitter truth over a watered-down
gospel. To put it in the words of John MacArthur,
they realize that the weakness of the pulpit today
does not stem from frantic cranks who harangue

about hell; it is the result of men who compro-
mise and who fear to speak God’s Word power-
fully, with conviction.

There are many challenges that face the
church today. If we are to rise up to the occasion
and defeat our adversary, we must have a strong
pulpit; Pulpits that will speak the truth in season
and out of season, with all the love it can muster;
Pulpits that will not compromise the truth;
Pulpits that do more than just squeak!

~via The Cornerstone; Richmond, Virginia.
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Elders
Michael Clemmons .....  (256) 247-0836
Scottie Goode .............  (931) 565-3391

Deacons
Jimmy Glass ................. (256) 247-0571
Mark McIntyre ............ (256) 729-8316
Phil Pressnell ................ (256) 232-8509
Rocky Rose .................. (256) 247-0011
Brian Word .................. (931) 565-3799

Evangelist & Editor
David A. Cox .............   (256) 247-1049

Office–(256) 247-5539
E-mail address: dacox@hiwaay.net

Schedule of Services
Sunday

Bible Classes ....................... 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ............ 10:45 a.m.
Evening Worship .............. 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Bible Classes ...................... 7:00 p.m.
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COMMUNICATION GROUPS: Tonight is
the night for Communication group three to
meet.  If you are in group three, remember to
meet with your group this evening.

OUR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  This
past week we were engaged in our Vacation Bible
School.  We had a great VBS with good numbers
each morning.  We averaged 110 for the VBS.
The teachers all did their work very well in
preparing and teaching the material.  The chil-
dren studied  “Neighbors For Jesus” and the
children were very excited and enjoyed the week.
In the adult class this year we were glad to have
Leon Mauldin with us for the week.  He spoke on
Sunday and Wednesday on a series called “In the
Steps of Paul” and on Monday through Friday
mornings he did a survey series of “Bible History
and Geography”.  Leon did his work well and it
was good to spend the week with him.

OUT OF TOWN:  The Whites: Eirc, Tika,
Ragen, Mycala and Hannah are on vacation  this
week at Gulf Shores…The Williams: Ray and
Judy have been in Jamacia looking for a house.

GOSPEL MEETINGS:  The Wooly Springs
church  in Athens is beginning a gospel meeting
today and it will continue through Friday.  Mark
W. White of Florence, Alabama a will be the
speaker in this meeting…The  Belgreen church
in Belgreen is beginning a meeting today and it
will continue through Friday. The services Mon-
day through Friday will be at 7:00 p.m.  Don
Miller will be the speaker in this meeting…The
Northside church  in Lexington is beginning a
meeting today and it will continue through
Friday with Pat Donahue preaching…The East
Florence church  in Florence is beginning a
meeting today and it will continue through
Friday with Marc Smith of Hewitt, Texas  speak-
ing.

THE RECORD: Attendance–Week of July 8th
Sunday:

Bible Classes ............................ 111
Morning Worship ................... 127
Evening Worship ...................... 92

Wednesday:
Bible Classes .............................. 84


