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Men Priviledged To Serve:
Sunday, August 5th:

Bible Classes

Song Leader

............................. Ronnie Phillips
Bible Reading .... (Num. 10:29-36)
................................... Brian Word
Prayer

.......................... Kevin Chancellor

Morning Worship

Song Leader

............................. Ronnie Phillips
Prayer

................................... Ray Tucker
Lord’s Supper

Presiding ............... Mark Mclntyre
Assisting ......ccccoceuenee. Rocky Rose
Serving...... Rodney McCrary
................ Michael Word

......... Hunter Cox
.......................... Jonathan Keenon

Closing Prayer
................................. Phil Pressnell
Evening Worship

Song Leader

.................................. Jerry Dickey
(Num. 11:1-9)

............................ Brad Hammond

Prayer

....................... Michael Clemmons

Lord’s Supper

............................. Mark Mclntyre

................................... Rocky Rose

Closing Prayer

.................................. Jimmy Glass

The Road 1o Higher Education

Dee Bowman

We have several young people who are soon going away to
college. Some have been home for the summer and are about to
return for a new semester. We love you all and we’re very proud of
you. We miss you when you’re gone.

The road you’re about to travel is at once an exciting and
dangerous one. The road to higher education is laced with great
possibilities, while at the same time offering pitfalls you will want
to avoid atall costs. I just want a few minutes of your time to suggest
some things to help you as you travel this new road and are
immersed in this new environment. Is that OK?

My admonitions are based on the Psalm 119:9-16. “Where-
with shall a young man cleanse his way?” it asks.

Stay close to God’s word (vs. 9). “Wherewithal shall a young
man cleanses his way?” That is the question. And the answer is
forthcoming. “By taking heed thereto according to thy word.” No
matter what you do this year, don’t stray far from the word of God.
Keep it close. It’s your protection against evil inclinations and
cultural temptations.

Seek the Lord whole-heartedly (vs. 10). “With my whole
heart have I sought thee.” Some changes are inevitable, but that
doesn’t mean everything needs to change. Some things need to stay
as they are. You don’t want to change what you are. You're a
Christian. You decide what you’re going to do—and that’s well and
good—but plan to seek God with your whole heart, no matter your
plans. Keep your faith above all keeping. No change is needed there.

Take the word with you (vs. 11). “Thy word have I hid in my
heart.” You’'ll be going some places that are new to you; and some
of those new places are dangerous. Hide His word in your heart so



that you are armed against the invasions of evil
you no doubt will face. What a good way to
begin this new time in your life—with His word
in your heart.

Invite divine instruction (vs. 12). “Teach
me thy statutes,” he says. You will be getting
considerable new information about how to live
life in your new educational career, but you
should not forget to invite some new instruction
concerning your eternal career. Being a good
Christian is more important than being a good
engineer, or a good nurse, or a good anything
else. Learn about Him and you get the best of all
educations.

Don’tbe ashamed of who you are (vs. 13).
I’s easy to get caught up in this new life. And it’s
easy to just follow along with others, some of
whom don’t share your convictions. Don’t let
that happen. It’s important that you make it
known early on that you are different. Don’t be
ashamed. Be glad about who you are and let
others know. Declare it with joy and without
timidity.

Don’t be dismayed at the discipline of
God’s word (vs. 14). It’s easy, when you’ve just
been loosed from the rules ofhome and you're in
charge of your life, to be a little loose about the
discipline of God’s word. Instead of treating the
word of God with rejoicing, you may feel some-
what hemmed in by it. Remember, God’s word
never requires anything or restricts anything that
is not for your good. “I have rejoiced in the way
of thy testimonies,” says that you understand its
discipline to be for your good.

Keep in mind the really important things
in your life (vs. 15). No matter how good the
education you get, it’s not as important, nor is it
as functional, as is knowing and loving God and
His word. “I will meditate on thy precepts,” the
psalm says. Don’t get so busy with your new life
that you don’t take time to contemplate the
eternal, to muse about the spiritual, to remember
what has true value and lasting consequences.
Meditation takes time. Take the time.

Delight in His word and don’t forget its
influence in your life (vs. 16). Of all the books

you can study, none should delight your mind
more than the word of the Lord. It’s the first
thing you need to live a happy life, first before
any other book. When it’s coupled with the good
education youwill no doubtachieve, it can bring
you a totally satisfying life. Without it, you can
never be truly happy. “I will delight myselfin thy
statutes: | will not forget thy ways.”

We love you, gang. We're proud of you—
every one of you. You continue to be a joy to all
of us. As you leave, please remember who you
are, from whence you are come, and where

you're going. And come home again soon.
~via Southside Sunday; Pasadena, Texas.

Attention To Detail
Will Dilbeck

I am an artist and I want to paint a picture
of some trees, mountains and maybe a small
pond. The painting will be a winter painting and
I want to put snow-caps on the mountains. I also
want to have the sun barely peeking out of a
small cloud. The vegetation in the painting must
be diverse as well. I want the trees to look
unmistakably like oaks. I want the pond to be in
the middle with only a few trees to its left and
many more trees to its right. If I want my
painting to depict such a scene; I must be
meticulous in my details.

It is unfortunate that the world doesn’t view
its responsibilities to God with such meticulous
detail as the artist mentioned above. Even some
whom claim to be Christians do not understand
the necessity of observing even the smallest
details. Details such as instrumental music in
worship, a woman’s role in the assembly or a
church kitchen-are they really that big of a deal?
Before Jesus died and validated the New Cov-
enant, He said concerning the Law of Moses,
“Whoever then annuls one of the least of these



commandments, and teaches others to do the
same, shall be called least in the kingdom of
heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he
shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven”
(Matthew 5:19). Admittedly, the Jews under the
Mosaic Law made up Jesus’ audience in this
discourse, but perhaps He was instructing them
to obey God’s law because it was God’s law.
Therefore, we can conclude that Jesus’ state-
ment is to be accepted no matter what covenant
one may be under. We should pay particular
attention to even the smallest details of His
commands. If we teach this, however, some will
object.

Even in the time of Isaiah, he was preaching
God’s precepts to people, but they did not want
to hear the details. The ruling party of Judah was
so wicked that they mocked Isaiah’s preaching
by saying, “T'o whom would he teach knowledge
and to whom would he interpret the message?
Those just weaned from milk? Those just taken
from the breast?” (Isaiah 28:9). In other words,
these corruptleaders considered themselves above
the detailed yet simplistic teaching of the prophet
Isaiah. They mock him further, “For he says,
‘Order on order, line on line, line on line, a little
here and a little there”” (Isaiah 28:10). The
leaders weren’t just mocking Isaiah, but also
God, for the prophet was revealing God’s word.
Isaiah said God would indeed speak to them but
not with words of warning as He had spoken
before, but with invasion (Isaiah 28:11-13).
Isaiah’s message became more powerful when he
asserted that God’s word will be as simple yet
detailed just as they had mocked (Isaiah 28:13).
Judah’s moral decay was evident by the rulers’
attitude toward the Law of Moses. They had
considered the teaching of Isaiah and others as
unnecessary details with which they need not be

bothered.

Jesus spoke of some who would claim to be
His disciples, but He would tell them “I never
knew you; depart from me” (Matthew 7:21-23).
Jesus also said, “Why do you call Me, ‘Lord,
Lord’ and do not do what I say?” (Luke 6:46).
These people, at the very least, realize that Jesus
is Lord and they are asserting their allegiance to

Him. At the final judgment, Jesus will tell oth-
ers, “Come, you who are blessed of My Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you” (Mat-
thew 25:34). What is the difference between the
two groups? The former probably views the
“small things” asinconsequential and even both-
ersome. The latter group probably walks in the
path of God’s commandments great or small

and they delight in it (Psalm 119:35). Do you?
~via News & Notes; Madison, Alabama.

ews &
Notes

THE SICK: Helen Trousdale had surgery
Tuesday afternoon in Huntsville to repair a
broke ball joint on her left hip. She is in Health
South in Huntsville for rehabiliation, room 307
...Helen Trousdale’s son-in-law, Wayne Kent,
is scheduled to see a surgeon about his upcoming
heartsurgery ... Jonathan Keenon’s father, Glen
Keenon, is in the Decatur General Hospital in
Decatur... Mary Lovell’s father, James
Campbell, has been in the Athens and Hunts-
ville hospital with a possible aneurism, but it was
determined not to be the case. He is now at
home... Myrtie Williams is in Glenwood in
Florence... J. T. Word, James Word’s brother,
came home from St. Thomas Hospital on Mon-
day ...Amber Hammond was sick on Wednes-
day due to breathing and lung problems. .. Erica
Crunk, Lawinda Keenon and Theresa Gatlin’s
mother, Wynell Williams, had surgery Friday
morning in Athensand isnow at home ... Marla
Clemmons’ grandfather, Harry Blackburn, is
in the Crestwood hospital ...Signa Skipworth
& C.L. Weathers’ cousin, Hilda Fincher, isin
Glenwood in Florence... Jack Tucker is con-
finedathome .. Judy Williams’mother, Flossie
Kazzaire, continues in a nursing facility in
Fayette.



MEN’S BUSINESS MEETING: The elders
have scheduled a men’s business meeting this
afternoon. I hope that all the men will make
their plans to attend.

GOSPEL MEETINGS: The Piney Grove
church south of Tuscumbia is beginning a meet-
ing today and it will continue through Friday
night with services at 7:00. Leon Mauldin of
Hanceville will be the speaker in this meeting.

COMMUNICATION GROUPS: Tonight
Communication Group A will be meeting. A list
of the groups is on the back of the Anderson
Communicator. Ifyouare in group A remember
to meet with your group.

VBS SINGING: We recorded the children sing-
ing during the Vacation Bible School recently. If
you would like a copy of the singing let Brian
Word or me know.

OUT OF TOWN: The Gatlins: Andrew and
Marissaare in Gulf Shores this week for Marissa’s
sister’s wedding. .. The Dickeys: Jerry, Charlotte,
Justin and Brandon are back home after being in
the mountians last weekend. . . Jerry Best will be
out of town for a few days on vacation...Cori
Williams was back Wednesday nightafter being

out of town over the weekend.

THE RECORD: Artendance—Week of July 29th

Sunday:
Bible Classes.....ccccooveuvevivennennn. 108
Morning Worship ........ccc...... 132
Evening Worship ......ccccccuueee. 102
Wednesday:
Bible Classes.....cccccoovvveiiviuneeinns 96

Gospel Meeting
Sept. 30 — Oct. 4 2007

(Sunday — Thursday)

Dee Bowman, Speaking

Anderson church of Christ
Highway 207 South

Anderson, Alabama

-
Schedule of Services
Sunday
Bible Classes ........ccouveuveenee.. 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ............ 10:45 a.m.
Evening Worship .............. 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Bible Classes .......c.coceeuruenene 7:00 p.m.
Elders
Michael Clemmons..... (256) 247-0836
Scottie Goode ............. (931) 565-3391
Deacons
Jimmy Glass.................. (256) 247-0571
Mark Mclntyre ............ (256) 729-8316
Phil Pressnell ................ (256) 232-8509
Rocky Rose .....cccouenneee (256) 247-0011
Brian Word ........o......... (931) 565-3799
Evangelist & Editor
David A. Cox............. (256) 247-1049

Office—(256) 247-5539

E-mail address: dacox@hiwaay.net
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