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“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ for it is the power of God unto salvation…”   (Romans 1:16)
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For They Shall See God
Bubba Garner

What does God look like? Is He tall? Does He have hair? Are
His clothes white? These are things my kids want to know. These
are things that I want to know. And while we may never be able to
answer such questions on this side of heaven, that doesn’t stop
people from wondering.

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if people could see God by seeing us?
That’s the way it’s supposed to be. We are to take all of the
characteristics that have been revealed about our heavenly Father
and make those a part of our own character. It is what Peter calls
becoming “partakers of the divine nature” (2 Pet. 1:4). We are His
children; we should have a lot of our Father in us. It’s how we
conform to the image of His Son.

People should see God in the way we talk. A Christian’s
vocabulary is different from that of the world. Not just that we don’t
use certain words that are vulgar and base or participate in humor
that is inappropriate. But we include God in all our conversations.
We give Him credit for our successes. We show our reliance on Him
when we fail. We give thanks for the smallest of blessings. And we
can’t help but tell about His salvation. For every child of God, their
speech should betray them.

People should see God in the way we act. Some people plan on
staying here longer than others. They have no thought of life after
death, no plans for eternity, no hope of heaven. We know differ-
ently, but sometimes we’re no different. Since we’re on our way
home, that ought to effect the way we make decisions. When we
show more interest in things that are earthly, what does that show
other people about our interest in God? We are made in His image,
according to His likeness. It’s time we starting acting like it. This



world is not our home, our Father’s house is. We
need to show people where our true interests are.

People should see God in the way we dress.
Clothing is a reflection of character. That is,
what we wear on the outside says a lot about who
we are on the inside. Our task here on earth is not
to draw attention to ourselves but to our Father
who is in heaven (Matthew 5:16). We are to do
things to His glory, not our own. And when we
are more concerned that our clothes match the
latest styles and trends instead of the content of
our hearts, we demonstrate to the world that we
want to fit in where we don’t belong.

Some Greeks came to Philip and said, “Sir,
we wish to see Jesus” (John 12:20). All we should
need to say in response is, “follow me.”

~via Southside Sunday; Pasadena, Texas.

Healing Sick Marriages

Allen Dvorak

Any marriage which lasts for very long will
experience some rough times. If the physical
attraction which dominates the engagement
period and the beginning of marriage for many
couples is not accompanied by an abiding love,
the relationship is on shaky ground. The passion
which characterized the beginning of the mar-
riage is often cooled by the character flaws which
one spouse discovers in the other. It doesn’t take
long for such a marriage to become “sick,” i.e.,
in danger of dying from its own weakness.

It is a good thing that Americans are not as
quick to give up on family members who are
physically sick as they seem to be on “sick”
marriages. Nursing an ailing marriage back to
good health is much harder than just putting it

to death by means of a divorce. Divorce is readily
attainable and one can put the stress and difficul-
ties of a tempestuous or unfulfilling marriage
behind him faster than he can identify the true
problems and work to solve them. Divine regu-
lations regarding marriage and divorce are often
ignored because they point in a direction which
the spouses do not want to go!

Sometimes there is just isn’t anything we
can do to keep a sick family member from dying.
Nevertheless, we will still try whatever treatment
is possible or advised, grasping at the smallest
hope of recovery. Believe it or not, there is no
such thing as a “terminal” marriage, even in cases
of adultery! Even “seriously sick” marriages can
be healed, but, like serious physical sickness, the
recovery process can be long and difficult.

For an ailing marriage to recover, both
spouses must be willing to work toward that end.
Many marriages die because one or both spouses
simply give up on the relationship. It is the
definition of frustration and pain for one person
to seek to save a marriage while the other spouse
is deliberately working to end it. Perhaps the first
step in the healing process is for both spouses to
decide that the marriage is worth saving.

In order for a doctor to effectively adminis-
ter treatment to a patient, he must determine the
patient’s ailment. It is almost impossible to help
a troubled marriage without a clear identifica-
tion of the problem(s). “We just can’t get along”
is usually not a diagnosis of the problem, but
merely a symptom. Naturally the causes of sick
marriages vary, but selfishness is usually at the
foundation of most marriage problems. One
spouse wants his/her way about something (ev-
erything?) and stubbornly refuses to give any
ground even in areas in which no moral compro-
mise is involved. Note the company in which the
apostle Paul places “selfish ambition”: “For I fear
lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I
wish, and that I shall be found by you such as you
do not wish; lest there be contentions, jealousies,
outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, backbitings,
whisperings, conceits, tumults;” (2 Corinthians
12:20). Describe any marriages you know?

~via News & Notes;  Madison, Alabama.
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THE SICK:   Helen Trousdale is in the Health
South Rehabilitation in Huntsville, but will be
released on Tuesday  …Helen Trousdale’s son-
in-law, Wayne Kent,  is scheduled for heart
surgery on August 30th …Brooke Blakely has
been sick this past week and has not been able to
be at services…Molly Kate Phillips was taken to
the emergency room on Thursday after getting
into a fire ant bed. She was treated and released
…Myrtie Williams is in Glenwood in Florence
…Jamie Mosley’s grandmother, Evelyn
Morrison,  is now at home …Marla Clemmons’
grandfather, Harry Blackburn, is in the Hunts-
ville hospital  …Signa Skipworth & C.L. Weath-
ers’ cousin, Hilda Fincher,  is in Glenwood in

News &
Notes

The Mistakes of Jesus

David Hartsell

Luke tells us that after Jesus spent all night
in prayer, He chose His twelve apostles (Luke
6:11-12). Today, Christians look at these men
and marvel at their dedication to the Lord. The
apostles were giants of faith! Yet, during the time
Jesus selected them they must have looked like
mistakes. Let us emphasize this idea by consid-
ering some examples.

Simon Peter had some wonderful leader-
ship qualities. Once Jesus asked who the dis-
ciples thought He was. Peter quickly responded,
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God”
(Matthew 16:16). What a wonderful confession
of faith. At other times, Peter blurted out ideas
that were not well thought out. He could be a
“loose cannon.” On the Mountain of Transfigu-
ration, Simon awoke from sleep and suggested
the building of three tabernacles for Jesus, Elijah
and Moses. He said this “because he did not
know what to say, for they were greatly afraid”
(Mark 9:6). We all remember his bold procla-
mation that he would never forsake Christ.
Then later he denied our Lord three times. Why
would Jesus call Peter to be an apostle?

How could Matthew be an apostle? He was
a publican or tax collector. Publicans were Jews
who gathered taxes for the Roman government.
Many used dishonest methods in extracting
these funds. The Jews despised publicans. Jesus,
however, called Matthew to be one of His closest
disciples. This did not set well with the Phari-
sees. They asked Jesus’ disciples, “Why does
your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sin-
ners?” (Matthew 9:11). Jesus explained that the
sinners were the ones that needed Him the most.
Still, Matthew looks to be a strange pick as an
apostle.

Another Simon became an apostle: Simon
the Zealot. What was a zealot? Zealots were a
small but militant group that believed they must
throw off Roman rule by force of arms. Pharisees

and scribes hated Roman domination, but they
took a more diplomatic approach toward them.
Can you imagine how Simon the Zealot and
Matthew the Publican lived in peace? Why were
both of these men selected to be close followers
of our Lord?

Even the selection of James and John, the
sons of Zebedee, cause us to question Jesus’
judgment. Once they asked Jesus if they could
burn up a Samaritan village. He rebuked them
and said they were to be of a different spirit
(Luke 9:51-56).

How could Jesus make so many errors in
judgment? They weren’t errors. These men were
imperfect and needed much spiritual growth.
But they loved Jesus! And they were willing to
correct their mistakes and to go on to maturity.
This should encourage the rest of us who love
and sincerely follow our Lord Jesus Christ.

~via The North Jasper Seeker;  Jasper, Alabama.



Elders
Michael Clemmons .....  (256) 247-0836
Scottie Goode .............  (931) 565-3391

Deacons
Jimmy Glass ................. (256) 247-0571
Mark McIntyre ............ (256) 729-8316
Phil Pressnell ................ (256) 232-8509
Rocky Rose .................. (256) 247-0011
Brian Word .................. (931) 565-3799

Evangelist & Editor
David A. Cox .............   (256) 247-1049

Office–(256) 247-5539
E-mail address: dacox@hiwaay.net

Schedule of Services
Sunday

Bible Classes ....................... 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ............ 10:45 a.m.
Evening Worship .............. 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Bible Classes ...................... 7:00 p.m.
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Florence… Jack  & Onzell Tucker  are confined
at home …Judy Williams’ mother, Flossie
Kazzaire,  continues in a nursing facility in
Fayette.
COMMUNICATION GROUPS: Tonight
Communication Group C will be meeting.  If
you are in group C remember to meet with your
group.

SONG SERVICE: Tonight is the night for our
regular scheduled song service.  Ronnie Phillips
will directing the service.  I hope that everyone
will make their plans to be present.

CHILDREN’S BIBLE DRILL: Remember the
children’s Bible drill this evening at 5:30.  I hope
that all of our children will attend and as many
adults who can will be there to encourage our
young people.
ELDERS’ MEETING: The elders will be meet-
ing tonight following our evening service.

OUT OF TOWN:  The Phillips: Jim, Brooke,
Sam, Molly Kate and Harrison are in Gulf Shores
this weekend on vacation…Cori Willams is in
San Francisco, California this week on vaca-
tion… The Gatlins: Andrew and Marissa are out
of town this weekend…The McIntyres: Mark
and Suzette have been on vacation in Mexico
this past week and are back home.
THE RECORD: Attendance–Week of Aug. 12th
Sunday:

Bible Classes ............................ 104
Morning Worship ................... 123
Evening Worship ...................... 95

Wednesday:
Bible Classes .............................. 96

Gospel Meeting
Sept. 30 – Oct. 4 2007

(Sunday – Thursday)

Dee Bowman, Speaking

 Anderson church of Christ
Highway 207 South
Anderson, Alabama


