
The Gospel Power is published in
interest of New Testament Chris-
tianity and to enhance the work of
the Anderson church.

Visit Us On The Web
Anderson-church.org

Men Priviledged To Serve:
Sunday, August 26th:

Bible Classes
Song Leader
....................... Eddie J. Hammond

Bible Reading .... (Num. 13:17-25)
................................. Brian Blakely

Prayer
....................... Michael Clemmons

Morning Worship
Song Leader
....................... Eddie J. Hammond

Prayer
.................................. Jimmy Glass

Lord’s Supper
Presiding ............... Ronnie Phillips
Assisting ..................... Brian Word
Serving ............... James McConnell
......................... Daniel Clemmons
.......................... Rodney McCrary
.............................. Ethan Pressnell

Closing Prayer
............................. Mark McIntyre

Evening Worship
Song Leader
.......................... Kevin Chancellor

Bible Reading .... (Num. 13:26-33)
.......................... Jonathan Keenon

Prayer
................................... Rocky Rose

Lord’s Supper
............................. Ronnie Phillips
................................... Brian Word

Closing Prayer
.................................. Jerry Dickey
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“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ for it is the power of God unto salvation…”   (Romans 1:16)
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No Progress Without Practice
Gary Henry

It is foolish to think that we can make progress in the habits of
godliness by doing nothing more than listening and learning. While
these are essential, they are not enough. It takes practice to make
progress, and we should not expect that to be any less true in
spiritual matters than in those of a worldly nature.

When we meet individuals who have become adept at the
disciplines of the godly life, we often suppose that they’re just more
devout than we are. Or perhaps we think that they’re more
intelligent or insightful. Or we wish that we could have read the
books and heard the sermons that they’ve read and heard. But when
we think this way, we betray an ignorance of the real thing that
produces spiritual progress: practice. The trait that distinguishes the
adept from the inept is that the adept have done certain things...over
and over, every day, for many years.

Prayer. Not all of our prayers are of equal quality. Keeping in
mind a scriptural definition of “good” praying, it must be said that
we do not pray as well at some times as at others. Paul mentioned
that “we do not know what we should pray for as we ought”
(Romans 8:21), and the disciples asked Jesus, “Lord, teach us to
pray, as John also taught his disciples” (Luke 11:1).

But how do you make progress in your prayer life? Well, we
certainly need to learn all that we can about the principles of prayer,
but the time comes when we have to start practicing the art of
prayer. It can’t be learned any other way than by praying...over and
over and over, every day, for many years.

Understanding. It would be hard to overestimate the impor-
tance of Bible study, but frankly, some people do a better job than



others of correctly understanding what the Bible
teaches. The Ethiopian eunuch, for example,
was reading the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, but
he was having trouble understanding what the
passage meant (Acts 8:30-34). So we need to
work not only on the quantity but also the
quality of our Bible study.

But how do you make progress in your
understanding of the Scriptures? It can’t be done
by the simple investigation of hermeneutics. It
requires patient repetition of the act of Bible
study. You’re not likely to find a mature, respon-
sible student of God’s word who arrived at that
point any other way than by doing Bible
study...over and over and over, every day, for
many years.

Discretion. Isn’t is refreshing when we en-
counter some older Christian who has grown
very wise in matters of discretion and discern-
ment? In a good sense, don’t we “envy” those
who have learned how to size up a difficult
situation and see which course of action is best to
take? Surely we do, and of all the abilities we need
in this life, none is more vital than the ability to
take God’s general principles, apply them to a
specific situation, and discern what God would
want done. Paul wrote, “Do not be unwise, but
understand what the will of the Lord is”
(Ephesians 5:17).

But how do you learn to be a better decision
maker? There is only one way, and the Hebrew
writer put his finger on it when he spoke of those
“who by reason of use have their senses exercised
to discern both good and evil” (Hebrews 5:14).

 In matters of godliness, then, there aren’t
many effective shortcuts. Being a beginner is just
hard; that’s all there is to it. Some time will have
to pass before we can be more skilled. But the
passage of time will not, by itself, guarantee
improvement (Hebrews 5:12); we have to actu-
ally do the things that need improving - and do
them repeatedly. So let’s look for every opportu-
nity to practice the things we want to improve.
God deserves nothing less than our very best,
and the best that we can do won’t be done unless

Christ’s Second Coming
Daniel Bailey

In Acts 1, verses 10 and 11, when the eleven
apostles (Judas having hanged himself) stood
aghast, gazing into the heavens after their pre-
cious Teacher ascended and was received by a
cloud out of their sight, the Scriptures state that
two men in white apparel stood by them and
said: “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up
into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up
from you into heaven, will so come in like manner
as you saw Him go into heaven.” The Scriptures
are absolutely clear about the certainty of Christ’s
return. Acts 1:11 teaches that Christ will appear
again in person, coming in the clouds in the same
way that He ascended. These words are echoed
in Revelation 1:7, when the apostle John states,
“Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye
will see Him, even they who pierced Him” – a bold
declaration with no hint of doubt or apprehen-
sion. The apostle Paul in Titus 2:13 states that
part of the motivation for a Christian’s denial of
ungodliness in order to live soberly in righteous-
ness during this temporary life is that children of
God look forward to the “glorious appearing of
our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.” This
blessed hope abides in the infallible assurance
God gives in His word that Jesus Christ will
come again. Even the memorial feast that the
church observes on the first day of every week is
observed, in part, to proclaim the Lord’s death
“until He comes” (1 Corinthians 11:26). The
second coming is certain – a fact that all Chris-

!

we pray and study our Bibles and use our discre-
tion - over and over and over, every day, for many
years.

~via Topics For Thought; Haleyville, Alabama.



THE SICK:   Helen Trousdale is in the Athens
Convalescent in Athens.  She will be there for
about a month continuing her rehabilitation
…Helen Trousdale’s son-in-law, Wayne Kent,
is scheduled for heart surgery on Thursday in
Huntsville …Dyanne Johnson has been having
back trouble and has not been able to at services
…Erica Crunk was sick and not able to be at
services last weekend…Jonathan Keeenon was
sick and unable to be at services last weekend
…Myrtie Williams is in Glenwood in Florence
…Marla Clemmons’ grandfather, Harry
Blackburn, has been in the ECM hospital in
Florence, but has been released and is in rehab
…Signa Skipworth, Catherine Parker & C.L.
Weathers’ cousin, Hilda Fincher,  is in
Glenwood in Florence… Jack  & Onzell Tucker
are confined at home …Judy Williams’ mother,
Flossie Kazzaire,  continues in a nursing facility

News &
Notes

tians must understand and be ready to demon-
strate from the Scriptures.

But why is Jesus coming again? Having
previously suffered the trials and temptations of
this life, even after being tortured and crucified
on the cross, why would Jesus come even as close
to the earth as the sky in the clouds? The Bible
answers these questions, giving the reasons for
Christ’s second coming by declaring both the
things He will do, as well as some things He will
not do upon His return. In Hebrews 9:26-28,
the inspired writer teaches that Jesus is not
coming to once again offer Himself as a sacrifice.
When He died on the cross nearly 2,000 years
ago He did so once and for all. At His second
appearance, Jesus Christ will come as a Judge
instead of the sacrificial Lamb (cf. 2 Corinthians
5:10). Secondly, when Christ comes again, He
will not do so in order to give the wicked a
second chance at acquiring salvation. This fact is
apparent in the story of the rich man and Lazarus
taught by Jesus in Luke 16:19-31. There are two
eternal paths that one’s soul can take after death,
either eternal torment or eternal paradise, and
the choice is made in this life, here and now, by
the individual’s decisions, behavior, and obedi-
ence (or lack thereof) to the words of Christ  (cf.
John 12:48; 2 Thessalonians 1:7ff). Further-
more, Christ will not come to establish His
kingdom. In fact, as Paul teaches in 1 Corinthians
15:24, Christ will deliver the kingdom to God
the Father immediately after His second com-
ing, the kingdom having already been estab-
lished and thriving as the church since that first
Pentecost after Christ’s ascension (cf. Acts 2:22-
36,47; Colossians 1:2,13-18; Revelation 1:9).

However, the Bible assures that Jesus Christ
will come again to raise the dead. In John 5:28f,
Jesus teaches that all who are in the grave will
come forth at the sound of His voice, “those who
have done good, to the resurrection of life, and
those who have done evil, to the resurrection of
death.” The dead who were faithful to God and
Christ during life will rise first, followed by the
faithful Christians presently alive who will join
them with Jesus in the air (1 Thessalonians
4:16ff).  Secondly, as is implied in the previously

cited verses in John 5, Jesus Christ will come
again to judge the world, the Day of Judgment
being a day of sentencing, not a day of trial and
debate.  The wicked, whose names are not writ-
ten in the Book of Life, will be cast into the lake
of fire after Satan and his angels (Revelation
20:14f).  And Jesus will come again in the clouds
to destroy the earth and the wicked works that
are in it, with fervent heat melting the very
elements, to bring to nothing the dominion and
sway of the devil (2 Peter 3:9-13; cf. 1 John
5:19).

~via College View Columns;  Florence, Alabama.



Elders
Michael Clemmons .....  (256) 247-0836
Scottie Goode .............  (931) 565-3391

Deacons
Jimmy Glass ................. (256) 247-0571
Mark McIntyre ............ (256) 729-8316
Phil Pressnell ................ (256) 232-8509
Rocky Rose .................. (256) 247-0011
Brian Word .................. (931) 565-3799

Evangelist & Editor
David A. Cox .............   (256) 247-1049

Office–(256) 247-5539
E-mail address: dacox@hiwaay.net

Schedule of Services
Sunday

Bible Classes ....................... 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ............ 10:45 a.m.
Evening Worship .............. 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Bible Classes ...................... 7:00 p.m.
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COMMUNICATION GROUPS: Tonight
Communication Group A will be meeting.  If you
are in group A remember to meet with your
group.

GOSPEL MEETING: The Pettusville church
in Limestone county will be engaged in a gospel
meeting beginning today and continuing through
Wednesday.  Bill Hall will be the speaker in the
meeting.  Services will begin Monday through
Wednesday evenings at 7:00.

SYMPATHY: We want to extend our deepest
sympathy to Jamie Mosley and all the family, in
the passing of Jamie’s grandmother, Evelyn
Morrison, on Friday night.  Her visitation will be
at Spry Funeral home in Athens tonight from
6:00 to 9:00 and her funeral will be in Monday
morning at 11:00.

OUT OF TOWN:  Cori Willams is in San
Francisco, California and will be reurning the
first of this week from her vacation… The But-
lers: Aric, Andrea and Arica are out of town this
weekend.
THE RECORD: Attendance–Week of Aug. 19th
Sunday:

Bible Classes ............................ 107
Morning Worship ................... 119
Evening Worship ...................... 86

Wednesday:
Bible Classes .............................. 91

Gospel Meeting
Sept. 30 – Oct. 4 2007

(Sunday – Thursday)

Dee Bowman, Speaking

Schedule of Services
Sunday –  9:45 a.m. 10:45 a.m. & & 4:00 p.m.

Monday through Thursday – 7:00 p.m.

 Anderson church of Christ
Highway 207 South
Anderson, Alabama


