“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ for it is the power of God unto salvation...” (Romans 1:16)
S 7

The Gospel Power is published in
interest of New Testament Chris- Volume XIV SCptCmbCf 30, 2007 No. 39
tianity and to enhance the work of
the Anderson church.

Anderson Beginning T oofay Lessons On
;;};‘0;‘;;;5;‘;3; The Christian In T ocfay s World
Anderson, Alabama g,n Ou,’,

Visit Us On The Web

Gospel

Men Priviledged To Serve:

wr | Meeting

Bible Classes
Song Leader
................................. Phil Pressnell
Bible Reading ... (No Reding) S
..................................................... eptember 30 - October 4
Prayer P
.................................. Jimmy Glass (Sunday — Thursday)
Morning Worship
Song Leader
................................. Phil Pressnell R
Prayer Schedule of Services
................................... Ray Tucker
%Ofd.;;SUPPef Michael Cl
residing......... ichael Clemmons . O. . .

AsSISting .....coveviinnen. Brian Blakely Sundﬂy. 9: 45 a.m., 10: 45 a.m. é. 4:00 P' m.
Serving........c..... Rodney McCrary _ o Teo
.............................. Ethan Pressnell Monddy ThuTSday : 7:00 P 1.
Brad Hammond
.................................... Aric Butler
.................................. James Word Dee Bowman) Speaker
Sone Lagvening Worship of Pasadena, Texas

g Leader
............................. Mark Mclntyre
Bible Reading .......... (No Reading)
Prayer ............................................ A d b h Cb .
....... s Steve Parker n erson c urc 0 rlst
Lord’s Supper Michadl €1
....................... ichael Clemmons 1
................................. Brian Blakely nghway 207 South
Closing Prayer Anderson, Alabama

............................... Scottie Goode



Having A Happy Home
David A. Cox

How tragic it is to see the homes in our day
that are far from happy. God instituted the
home and it is to be a place of happiness. But
homes are falling apart and at an ever alarming
rate and many are just not happy in their homes.
The answer to these problems may be varied and
seem to be very complicated, but we must un-
derstand that God intends the marriage rela-
tionship and the home to be a place of happiness.
The home as God would have is designed to be
a loving, warm and caring place of safety, but
how can we have ahappy homeliving in asociety
where the home and marriage relationship is
under full attack? I believe that there some
necessary ingredients for a home to be happy.

God Must Be First In the Home

God is the institutor of the home and if it is
to be happy, then God must be in His place —
that is first in the home. Many may think that
spouse or children or jobs is what is to be given
first place in the home, but God is to be first in
every aspect of our lives if they are to be what He
wants them to beand thatis happy and fulfilling.
When God and His will is given first place in the
home then it will help to solve many other
problems that will destroy the happiness of the
home. Ifa home is to be happy then God will be
there.

Must Be Communication

The key to understanding and happiness is
communication. In any area of life where people
are not happy they will murmur and complain
when communication is not what it should be.
In the workplace employee/employer problems
often are caused by a lack of communication. In
the home it is the same. We cannot assume that
everyone knows what I am thinking. Many
homes are destroyed because simple lines of
communication are stopped. If we are to have a
happy home we must major in communication.
Peter stressed this when he wrote “Husband,
dwell with them according to knowledge, giving

honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel,
and as being heirs together of the grace of life,
that your prayers be not hindered” (1 Peter 3:7).
We must communication in our homes if they
are to be happy. There will be differences, but
they can only be worked through when there is
communication that gives understanding.

Must Be Cooperation and Commitment

In the home there is a place in the family for
each one to fill. Husbands, wives and children
each have a place that God has given to them. If
we are to have a happy home the husband must
assume the leadership in the home, but he must
not rule as a master of slaves. Heis to a the leader
and the family is to follow. The example of a
shepherd comes to mind. The shepherd will not
do things to scatter the sheep, but to secure their
safety and to lead them in the right path. A man
who is being considered to serve as an elder or
shepherd of God’s family exhibits this kind of
leadership. Thiskind ofleadership will promote
happinessand each will understand their need to
fulfill their role in the home. The wife in this
kind of home will not sinfully seek to take the
leadership away from her husband. The home
will be united working together as a team. This
cooperation will promote happiness in the home.
This cooperation begins as families commit to
serving God in all things and not just some areas.
This kind of home will just give lip service to
God, but there will be a true daily walk of service
and commitment. We cooperation and com-
mitment exists in a home it will be home where
happiness resides.

Must Have Love

Without love a home will suffer the loss of
the great happiness that could be enjoyed. The
importance of love is seen when Paul wrote to the
Corinthians “Though I speak with the tongues
of men and of angels, and have not love, I am
become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.
And though I have gift of prophecy, and under-
stand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though
I have all faith, so that I could remove moun-
tains, and have not love, I am nothing” (1
Corinthians 13:1-3). Withoutlove our lives will
be void of anything good and our homes will be



void of goodness and happiness. The character-
istics of love that Paul lists are so important in
order for the home to by happy. Notice Paul
says that love is longsuffering, kind, is not envi-
ous, boastful or proud. Love does not act in an
unbecoming way, does not seek its own good,
think evil or is easily provoked, “beareth all
things, believeth all things, hopeth all things,
endureth all things. Love never faileth” (1
Corinthians 13:4-8a). The harsh, bitter, fault-
finding spirit and the spirit of a lack of trust that
looks for the bad of the other will not be present
when love is there. Love is the ingredient in our
homes that will eliminate many problems, but it
will cause our homes to be a permanent place of
happiness as long as love resides in the home.

Yes, we can have happy home whenGod is
there, love is present. Love will allow our homes
to be open, honest and a place of trust. This will
cause us to communicate and commit ourselves
to the good and happiness of the home. These
attitudes hinge on ones complete surrender of
hislife to the will of God. And whatajoyousand
happy home there will be when God reigns in
the home.

Understanding God’s Love

Phillip Mullins

We have much to learn about the love of
God and Jesus is the best teacher.

In Matthew 23 Jesus is mourning that the
majority of the inhabitants of Jerusalem are
rejecting Him. In verse 37 He cries, “O Jerusa-
lem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets
and stones those who are sent to her! How often
I wanted to gather your children together, as a
hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you
were not willing!” Jesus says that He cares for

these people as a mother hen cares for her chicks.

Throughout the Bible, God’s concern for
His people islikened to that of a mother s care for
her child. God longs to sweep us up into His

strong arms and protect us from danger.

Yet, there is a catch for God. Concerning
those who lived in Jerusalem, Jesus said that they
were not willing to be protected by God. Our
Creator has made us a free being. From the
beginning He has given us the choice to live close
to Him or not. Though God desires to shield us
from the dangers of evil, He will not force us into
His cover of safety. Itis necessary for us to reach
up to Him in repentance and obedience.

God’slove causes Him to long to protect us.
Yet, His love also grants us the freedom to
choose. His arms are outstretched, the next
move is yours.

~via Short Messages; Kingsport, Tennessee.

ews &
Notes

THE SICK: Jim Phillips was sick Wednesday
nightand unable tobeat Biblestudy ... Lawinda
Keenon hasbeen sick this past week and has not
been able to be at services ... C.L. Weathers has
been sick this past week and has not been able to
be at services ...Ashley Goode’s step-father,
Thomas McCoy, continues in the Huntsville
hospital. He is scheduled for surgery on Tuesday
...Helen Trousdale is now at home from Ath-
ens Convalescent Center ... Myrtie Williams
continues in Glenwood Convalescent Center in

Florence ... Rodney McCrary’s mother, Nadine



McCrary, did not have to have the surgery they
thought she needed this past week...Signa
Skipworth, Catherine Parker & C.L. Weath-
ers’ cousin, Hilda Fincher, is in Glenwood in
Florence... Jack & Onzell Tucker are confined
at home ...Judy Williams’ mother, Flossie
Kazzaire, continues in a nursing facility in
Fayette.

GOSPEL MEETINGS: The River Bend
church in western Lauderdale county is begin-
ningameeting today and it will continue through
Friday. Lonnie Oldag will be the speaker in this
meeting... The Brookhill church in Killen is
beginning a meeting today and it will continue
through Wednesday. Collin Stringer will be the
speaker in this meeting... The Ist Street church
in Lawrenceburg, Tennessee is beginning a meet-
ing today and it will continue through Wednes-
day. Buc Chumbley will be the speaker in this

meeting,.

OURMEETING: Our gospel meeting is begin-
ning today. We welcome Dee and Norma
Bowman and are glad to have them with us this
week. Dee will be preaching this week on the
subject of “The Christians In Today’s World”. 1
know that the lesson will be good and will help
us in strengthening our faith and commitment
to God. I hope that we have made our plans to
be present at every service. It will do us good.

OUT OF TOWN: The Roses: Rocky and Donna
are out of town on vacation this week...The
Phillips: Ronnie and Lou Ann are out of town on
vaacation this week... The Chancellors: Laurie
and Abby are in Louisanna visiting Laurie’s
parents. .. The Gatlins: Steve and Theresa are on
vacation.

THE RECORD: Attendance—Week of Sept. 23rd

Sunday:
Bible Classes.......ccccocervereunenene 105
Morning Worship ........ccccce... 120
Evening Worship ......ccccccoeevenee 95
Wednesday:
Bible Classes.......ccovcvverrereennene 99

Remember Our Service Today at 4:00p.m.

4 N\
Schedule of Services
Sunday
Bible Classes .....cccccveeuveenn... 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ............ 10:45 a.m.
Evening Worship .............. 6:00 p.m
Wednesday
Bible Classes ......c.ccovevuvrnn. 7:00 p.m
Elders
Michael Clemmons..... (256) 247-0836
Scottie Goode ............. (931) 565-3391
Deacons
Jimmy Glass.................. (256) 247-0571
Eddie J. Hammond...... (256) 247-3038
Mark Mclntyre ............ (256) 729-8316
Steve Parker .........c....... (256) 247-7843
Phil Pressnell ................ (256) 232-8509
Rocky Rose ....cccevueuenee (256) 247-0011
Brian Word ......c.couv.... (931) 565-3799
Evangelist & Editor
David A. Cox.............. (256) 247-1049
Office—(256) 247-5539
E-mail address: dacox@hiwaay.net
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