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The Necessity of Baptism

Randy Harshbarger

“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with
you always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20). Why
do we have to be baptized? The shortest answer and perhaps the
best answer is: Because Jesus said so! Baptism was certainly an
important part of His last words directed to His apostles. And from
reading the book of Acts we can learn that baptism was an integral
part of the apostolic message.

Practically, all “Christian” churches (read into that phrase a
cautious tone and notice the italics) practice some kind of rite
known as baptism. They do so because Christ’s words are so clear
in His Great Commission. The command to be baptized is really
not the dispute. The real controversy is concerned with: (1) What
is the meaning of baptism? (2) Who are the proper subjects of
baptism? (3) What is the mode of baptism? (immersion, sprin-
kling, etc.)

Catholicism teaches that baptism itself, as a sacrament, im-
parts grace to the one being baptized. That is, a person is really
transformed by the act itself; that person is moved from death to
life. Lutheranism teaches that baptism is not effectual unless faith
is present. But, if you are baptizing an infant, as Lutherans do, how
can that child have faith? Adults could come to the Lord and they
could have faith; that we can understand. But how can a little baby
possess faith? And why be baptized if you are saved by faith alone,
anyway? Of course, infant baptism is tied to the teaching of
“original sin.” The taint of Adam’s sin makes it necessary for babies



to be baptized, even though they are incapable of
exercising their own faith.

Many believe infants and children in the
New Testament were baptized because, after all,
households generally had children in them (cf.
Acts 11:14). It may or may not be true that
households in the New Testament had children
in them; that is not the point. The point is: Who
needs to be baptized. To baptize an infant scrip-
turally, one must demonstrate that the infant is
a sinner, that the infant has heard and believes
the gospel, made the good confession, and un-
derstands what he or she is doing. That is a long
stretch!

The people on Pentecost knew they were
sinners and knew they needed to do something
in order to have their sins forgiven. That is why
Peter told them: “Repent, and let every one of
you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins; and you shall receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). Let the Word
of God tell us what we should do to be saved.

~via Stallings Drive Bulletin;  Nacogdoches, Texas.
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“What It Leads To”
Robert F. Turner

I hate to admit this, but a man once told me
he did not like my sermons, and wanted me to
change the subject and content of my preaching.
I asked him to identify my errors, and he said I
was preaching the truth but he was afraid of
“what it might lead to.” (I was preaching on the
work of the church, and congregational inde-
pendence.) I replied that I realized one might
make a “hobby” of truth and “beat to death” a
subject (he did not accuse me of this), but that I
could not see how truth, properly balanced,
could lead to anything but that for which it was
given, viz., to make men free from error and sin

(John 8:31-32).

On the other side of the coin, we frequently
find timid souls who hibernate in inactivity, and
equate doing nothing with soundness in the
faith. They may acknowledge that the work
proposed is in keeping with the scriptures, but if
it calls for some unaccustomed activity — a
change from the status quo — they fear “what it
might lead to.”

Life itself is a movement — we exist in a state
of flux — and direction is influenced by every
facet of life. Change (even in that which is good)
will affect attitudes and viewpoints, and could
involve new temptations. But remaining at rest
also affects attitudes  and  viewpoints, and
could  involve new temptations. The monastic
life is no guarantee of sinlessness. It may be  sin
in itself.

No man steps twice in the same flowing
stream. The stream is moving, and his second
step is into water that was yet above him when
the first step was taken. We may begin to do
something in good faith, and with ample author-
ity; and find later that circumstances are now
such as to make the continuation of our work
wrong. It takes a good man to face this, and let
divine authority, rather than his own traditions,
guide his life. Many will let tradition overrule the
application of God’s word to his life. But fear of
what may happen (when no scriptural principle
is violated, nor scriptural warning ignored) Makes
for “False Soundness.”

Truth never “leads to” error, and right is not
the father of wrong. This is the point of James
1:13-18 and I John 3:6ff. We sin when we quit
following God and follow Satan.

Although “times change” and new circum-
stances constantly arise, we have an unchanging
standard, suited to all ages. We are faithful only
when we ACT upon its teachings. The church is
the “pillar,” not the “pillow” of God’s truth (1
Timothy 3:15).

~via Plain Talk; Burnet, Texas. study, then

Remember Our Serivce Tonight at 6:00.



THE SICK:    Ashley Goode’s step-father,
Thomas McCoy,  is now home from his ex-
tended hospital stay and numerous surgeries
…C. l. Weathers was feeling better and able to
be at Bible study Wednesday night …Wynell
Ridgeway  was sick and unable to be at Bible
study Wednesday night …Lawinda Keenon
was sick and not  able to be at Bible study
Wednesday night …Brooke Blakely was sick
and not  able to be at services last weekend …Ivy
Wallen was sick last week and unable to be at
services …Melissa Parker  was sick and not  able
to be at Bible study Wednesday night …Trent
Thornton was sick and not  able to be at services
last weekend …Myrtie Williams continues in
Glenwood Convalescent Center in Florence
…Jim White, Eric White’s father, is undergo-
ing cancer treatments  …Signa Skipworth and
Catherine Parker’s sister, Anna Jean  Luffman
is doing well in her recovery from her recent

News &
Notes

Fountainhead

Gary Henry

Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, with all your
soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the
first and great commandment. And the
second is like it: ‘You shall love your neigh-
bor as yourself.’ On these two command-
ments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”
 (Matthew 22:37-40)

If we love both God and other people as we
should, every other duty will flow from our
hearts very naturally. “On these two command-
ments hang all the Law and the Prophets,” Jesus
said. Paul expressed this truth by saying that
“love is the fulfillment of the law” (Romans
13:10). It is not that love is our only obligation,
but that we shall be happy to fulfill the other
aspects of God’s will if we first love Him and
then love other people. Love is the fountainhead
from which all good obedience flows.

This primary importance of love is often
acknowledged, but it is not as often recognized
that the love of which Jesus spoke is something
we decide as well as something we feel. As M.
Scott Peck wrote, “Love is an action, an activity.
It is not a feeling.” We will not find the whole of
God’s law being fulfilled in us until we quit
waiting for the arrival of loving feelings and start
deciding to act in ways that are consistent with
love. Not only that, but we must allow God’s
word to dictate what is and is not consistent with
love. Our intuitions as to what would be a
“loving” thing to do are somewhat prone to
error. We must allow God to define what love is
and what it should do in various circumstances.
As any parent knows who has ever had to disci-
pline a child, one can’t always tell what love’s
duty is by simply taking a vote!

Yet properly defined and consistently car-
ried out, love is the most potent force that is
available to the human heart. If we wish truly to
seek God, it is an absolute necessity. Without
love, our efforts are doomed to failure. As the

Russian writer Turgenev said, “Love produces a
certain flowering of the whole personality that
nothing else can achieve.” So if we find  ourselves
failing consistently to obey God and to enjoy the
good things that come from obedience, then it’s
time to stop trimming the leaves of the tree and
strike at the taproot of the problem. It’s only
when we learn the primary law of love that the
other laws begin to make sense.

~via Hueytown Church Bulletin;  Hueytown, Alabama.



Elders
Michael Clemmons .....  (256) 247-0836
Scottie Goode .............  (931) 565-3391

Deacons
Jimmy Glass ................. (256) 247-0571
Eddie J. Hammond ...... (256) 247-3038
Mark McIntyre ............ (256) 729-8316
Steve Parker ................. (256) 247-7843
Phil Pressnell ................ (256) 232-8509
Rocky Rose .................. (256) 247-0011
Brian Word .................. (931) 565-3799

Evangelist & Editor
David A. Cox .............   (256) 247-1049

Office–(256) 247-5539
E-mail address: dacox@hiwaay.net

Schedule of Services
Sunday

Bible Classes ....................... 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ............ 10:45 a.m.
Evening Worship .............. 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Bible Classes ...................... 7:00 p.m.
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heart surgery …Signa Skipworth, Catherine
Parker & C.L. Weathers’ cousin, Hilda
Fincher,  is now at her home… Jack  & Onzell
Tucker  are confined at home …Judy Williams’
mother, Flossie Kazzaire,  continues in a nurs-
ing facility in Fayette.
COMMUNICATION GROUPS: Tonight will
be Communication group B’s night to meet.  If
you are in group B remember to meet with your
group tonight.
GOPEL MEETINGS: The Westview church
in Athens is beginning a meeting today and it
will continue through Wednesday.  R. J. Stevens
will be the speaker in the meeting…The Beulah
church in Limestone county is beginning a meet-
ing today and it will continue through Friday
with Greg Chandler preaching…The Elkton
church in Elkton, Tennessee is beginning a
meeting today and it will continue through
Wednesday with Frank Richey preaching…The
Helton Drive church in Florence is beginning a
meeting today and it will continue through
Wednesday with Jeff McCrary preaching…The
Belgreen church in Belgreen is beginning a
meeting today and it will continue through
Wednesday with Bill Hall preaching…South
Cullman church in Cullman is beginning a
meeting and it will continue through Friday
with Bob Harkrider preaching…Jackson Heights
church in Columbia, Tennessee is beginning a
meeting and it will continue through Wednes-
day with Frank Jamerson preaching.
OUT OF TOWN: The McIntyres: Mark,
Suzette, Sadie and Luke are in Florida on vacation
…The Dickeys: Jerry, Charlotte, Justin and Bran-
don are in the mountains on vacation…The
McConnells: James and Freda are in Florida this
week…Signa Skipworth and Catherine Parker
are now at home after being in North Carolina
with their sister, Anna Jean…The Hammonds:
Eddie and Willodean have been out of town on
vacation this week.
THE RECORD: Attendance–Week of Oct. 28th
Sunday: Bible Classes ................ 105

Morning Worship ........ 123
Evening Worship ........... 84

Wednesday: Bible Classes .................. 70


