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discomfort. What was their reaction
in all of this? Did they grumble and
complain? Did they threaten to quit or
surrender? “But about midnight Paul
and Silas were praying and singing
hymns of praise to God” (Acts 16:25).
Their candles were literally burning
the midnight oil.

The darkest times are when you
must shine even brighter. Your
attitude reveals a great deal about
your character. Christians ought to be
people who respond differently to
tragedy and calamity than the rest of
the world. We see the bigger picture.
We know God is still in control. We
believe He has the power to work
everything together for good.

Paul and Silas were singing “hymns
of praise” in prison. It’s as if they were
thanking God for the privilege of
persecution. When disaster strikes,
don’t look for the “off” switch. Press
“on.”

You never know who can see your
light. The Lord was not the only one
hearing their prayers and songs. “And
the prisoners were listening to them”
(Acts 16:25). The sounds in their cell
were as important as the words of
their sermons on the streets.
Remember, Paul and Silas had
received a vision to go to Macedonia,
concluding that God had called them
to go preach the gospel there. And

they were not about to quit preaching.

Even in jail, they saw an opportunity
to turn these prisoners into bond-
servants of Jesus Christ.

People are watching you, too. In
your neighborhood, in your classes, on
your team, at your work. They notice
that you are different. They don’t hear
the same words coming out of your
mouth that they hear from other
people. They don’t see you going the
same places and participating in the
same activities as those in the world.

Or do they...?

God has called all of us to preach.
Not just with our words but with our
example, how we live our lives. The
purpose of letting your light shine is so
men will “see your good works and
glorify your Father” (Matt. 5:16).
They’ve already seen plenty of bad
ones. Give them something good to
watch. Let them see Him who is
source of light.

You can’t be a light without
sending the light. Souls were saved
the night Paul and Silas shone. After
the earthquake that shook the
foundations of the prison, the jailer
awoke to find all the doors opened.
When he learned that none of the
prisoners had escaped, he ran and fell
before the feet of Paul and Silas and
asked, “Sirs, what must | do to be
saved” (Acts 16:30)? The jailer must
have been listening to their songs and
prayers along with the prisoners. He
went to them with a question he knew
they could answer. He could see that
they were living the kind of life they
were preaching about.

You have souls to rescue, souls to
save. Make sure that people know
where to find you. If they can make no
distinction between you and the rest
of the world enslaved to sin, what
reason would they have to ask you
about salvation (cf. 1 Pet. 3:15)? And
make certain you’re prepared for the
opportunity. Paul and Silas “spoke the
word of the Lord to him” that night
(Acts 16:32). How much would their
flame had been extinguished had they
not been able to answer his question
of eternal life?

There are some people whom you
alone can reach. Be sure to leave the
light on for them.

The same jailer who had fastened
the feet of Paul and Silas in the stocks
was baptized and set free from the

bondage of sin. Think about him the
next time you are tempted to hide
your light under a bushel. — END

Toning It Down

Robert Turner

A "country meeting" had gone
exceedingly well, and elders from
another community asked the
preacher to work with them the
following year. He came at the
appointed time, and found his
reputation had spread, and the
building was packed. The elders met
him at the car, told him they had
never had such a gathering of
Methodists, Baptists, and no-church
folk, so he must be very careful lest he
offend someone with his forthright
teaching.

Being young and brash, and having
no more tact than to tell the truth, he
reminded them of the undiluted
lessons that had been given at the
neighboring church in the previous
year. He said that since he had not
been in that section of the state
before, the previous year's work must
have drawn this year's crowd; and
certainly was the reason he had been
asked to come. He concluded, "If you
expect to hold and convert these
people with something other than the
kind of preaching that brought them
together, I'm afraid you have the
wrong man. I'll get back into my car
and go home."

With much confusion — "Oh no,
you must have misunderstood us"
etc., the preacher was persuaded to
stay, and the meeting began. The
preaching was strong, and seemed to
get a little stronger; but the people
continued to come, and several were
converted.

| do not now believe, nor did | then,
that "skinning the sects" is good

preaching. Some folk will turn away
from straight, plain truth, no matter
how fairly we seek to present it. But
we are dead wrong in thinking we can
convert people to Christ with anything
other than the Bible message. It will
convict the world respecting sin,
righteousness, and judgment; and
many won't like that. But we are
looking for the "few" who will like it,
and will genuinely turn to God.
"Toning it down" will produce only
"toned down" members of a "toned
down" church. You may keep the
money, the politicians, and silk-
stocking row; but you will lose the
backbone and fiber that is necessary
for a church to prevail and please the
Lord. And if "members" are not
interested in pleasing the Lord and
saving souls, why bother with any
preaching at all?

Join us for a

GOSPEL SINGIHNG
()

December 21, 2008
at 3:30 PM.

THOUGHTSTO
PONDER

In every
generation the Bible will
challenge the
values of the age and its
definition of success.



