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Men Priviledged To Serve:
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Song Leader
................................. Phil Pressnell

Bible Reading .... (Num. 29:29-34)
............................ Brad Hammond

Prayer
.......................... Jonathan Keenon

Morning Worship
Song Leader
................................. Phil Pressnell

Prayer
................................... Rocky Rose

Lord’s Supper
Presiding ................ Andrew Gatlin
Assisting ............... Ronnie Phillips
Serving .............. Daniel Clemmons
.................................. Hunter Cox
............................... Michael Word
.............................. Ethan Pressnell

Closing Prayer
............................. Mark McIntyre

Evening Worship
Song Leader
.......................... Kevin Chancellor

Bible Reading .... (Num. 29:35-40)
.......................... Rodney McCrary

Prayer
.................................. Jimmy Glass

Lord’s Supper
.............................. Andrew Gatlin
............................. Ronnie Phillips

Closing Prayer
.................................. Steve Parker
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“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ for it is the power of God unto salvation…”   (Romans 1:16)
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Do You Know What Joseph Knew?
Garrett Timmerman

In Hebrews chapter 11, the inspired writer recounts many
examples of God’s great titans of faith, men and women who
accomplished improbable feats because they obeyed Him and
believed in His promises. Men like Abraham and Moses about
which much is said of their demonstrations of faith. One brief
passage, verse 22, states, “By faith Joseph, when he was dying,
made mention of the departure of the children of Israel, and gave
instructions concerning his bones.” This event is recorded in
Genesis 50:24-26.

One might ask, why should the inspired writer mention this
rather obscure death-bed event when so much is revealed about the
great faith of Joseph? Thirteen chapters of Genesis are dedicated to
his life, almost as much as that given to Abraham. It could have
been pointed out how as a teenager he remained true to his God,
even when his own brothers betrayed, abused, and sold him into
slavery. It could be mentioned how he maintained his virtue by
resisting the advances of Potiphar’s wife and how he remained
faithful even after being falsely accused and forgotten in an
Egyptian prison by the butler whom he had befriended. Perhaps
the most amazing of all is how he remained true to God as he
ascended the pinnacle of power in the greatest nation on earth. We
can only imagine the temptations that were presented in a pagan
environment.

Why then is verse 22 such a great statement of faith? Let me
suggest at least three reasons why this is true. It reveals what Joseph
knew and believed.

Joseph knew that Egypt was not his country. This may seem
paradoxical. He had lived in Egypt more than 90 years. While we
know that God’s providential hand was in it all, it was the country



which had offered him the blessings and oppor-
tunities to rise to arguably the second most
powerful person in the world of his day. It was a
country which offered refuge for his family in a
time of famine, and a place for them to grow into
a great nation. He surely felt a sense of loyalty
and gratitude toward Egypt. Yet, he knew that it
was not a place where God would live among and
abide with His people. He knew many years
hence, Israel would leave Egypt and go to a place
reserved for “a people of God’s own choosing.”
Joseph “looked for a city which has foundations,
whose builder and maker is God.”

Joseph knew that the Egyptians were not
his people. That is not to say he had no feelings
toward them. Some had played a part in his
success. The butler finally remembered him and
gave the chance for an audience with Pharaoh.
Pharaoh himself recognized Joseph’s good quali-
ties and elevated him in the kingdom. Pharaoh
may have himself been a type of political mentor
in Joseph’s career. Undoubtedly, others had
befriended him and done good deeds toward
him. Yet, Joseph knew they did not worship and
serve the one true God that he served. They did
not have the same moral values and standards he
did. While he lived with and ruled them, he
could never fully embrace them for the reasons
mentioned. He knew there would be a time
when God would gather His people together
that they might worship and serve Him only.

Joseph knew God always keeps His prom-
ises. As a young man, he had heard of the
promises made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
These ancestors had believed these promises and
they were ingrained in him. He knew of other
promises God had kept, such as His destruction
of the earth by the flood. He knew God will keep
his promises to reward or to punish regardless of
how remote it may seem to man.

The real question is…what do we know and
believe? Do you know and believe as Joseph? We
surely are grateful for the country in which we
live, and for the blessings and opportunities it
has afforded us. We feel a loyalty and patriotism
toward it. In fact, it is the only place most of us
have ever lived. But, in eternity there is a better

place, where God is its builder and maker. It is
a place where God and The Lamb is its light,
where there is no darkness, no sorrow or tears, a
place where God abides among His people.
Don’t you want to go there? We all have had
friends, work mates, yet unless they worship and
serve the God which we serve they can never
really be our people. Many do not acknowledge
the God that I serve. Also, there are those who
claim to believe in Him, but seek to serve and
worship Him in ways that He has not autho-
rized. Unless I can convince and take them with
me, we can’t be the same people. Like Joseph, do
we believe that God will keep His promises?
“That He is not slack concerning His promises,
some count slackness, but is longsuffering to-
ward us, not willing that any should perish, but
that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter
3:9).

If we know and believe as Joseph, it will
cause us to set our priorities right, shape our lives
in the image of our Lord, and live in hope of all
the promises He has made for those who love
Him and keep His commandments. If we miss
heaven, we have just missed all there is!

I believe Joseph will be there.
~via Southside Sunday;; Pasadena, Texas/.
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THE SICK:   Marcia Cooper continues in
NHC  Scott Center in Lawrenceburg, Tennessee
for her rehabilitation. She is in room 133…
Jonathan Keenon’s father, Glen Keenon,  is in
Huntsville Hospital and is scheduled to have
stints to open up blood flow to his kidneys…C.
L. Weathers  has been able to back at services this
past week.  He had a procedure done on his eyes
this past Monday …  James Albert  and Freda
McConnell’s grandson, Riley  McConnell, spent
a few days in the ECM Hospital in Florence this
past week …Angie McCrary’s uncle, Royce
Newton, is in the Vanderbilt Hospital in Nash-
ville and is not doing well …Myrtie Williams
continues in Glenwood Convalescent Center in
Florence … Brooke Phillips’ grandfather, Bill
Maner,   is at home and not doing well…Myrtie

News & Notes

As an encouragement to Christians living
under the constant threat of persecution, the
apostle Peter writes of a “living hope” made
possible by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
With such hope the faithful persevere in antici-
pation of an eternal inheritance reserved in
heaven (l Peter l: 3,4). The source of their hope
and the key to their endurance was faith. It has
always been so with God's people and ever shall
be. “And this is the victory that overcometh the
world, even our faith” (1 John 5:4).

It is in keeping with this idea that Peter
writes of being “guarded through faith” by the
power of God (v.5). This word “guarded” is a
military term used in the sense “of providing
protection against the enemy, as a garrison does”
(Vine). So, our faith is our fortress for providing
protection against all enemies of righteousness.
This protective aspect of faith is also suggested in
Ephesians 6: 16 under the figure of a shield —
“Wherewith we shall be able to quench all the
fiery darts of the evil one”. Elsewhere, it is
pictured as a breastplate (l Thessalonians 5:8).
Such references show plainly that faith is our
protector. Faith is our strength and help in the
quest to overcome and to gain the great victory.

But behind all of this, as suggested in the
employment of these military terms, is the recur-
ring allusion to a great conflict. If not, why the
need for being guarded? Why the talk of such
things as shields, breastplates and victory? Too,
conflict implies an enemy. In an earlier noted
passage, Paul identifies him as the “evil one”. In
1 Peter 5:8 he is referred to as "your adversary the
devil".

This is why Christians are encouraged to
“put on the whole armor of God”— that we
“may be able to stand against the wiles of the
devil” (Ephesians 6:11). Here it is: the enemy;
the conflict; the protection. The battle is real. So
are its casualties. And so is the need for protec-
tion.

The Fortress of Faith

Dan S. Shipley

Hence, the need for a strong faith. Old
Testament history tells of great fortified and
walled cities such as Babylon, built out of con-
cern for physical safety. We need such concern
for our spiritual safety! — for the protection of
precious souls. There is a sense in which every
Christian is building his fortress of faith. How
well we are able to withstand the testings of trials
and temptations depends on the measure of our
faith-the strength of our fortress. And be sure of
this, the assaults will come! In our context, Peter
writes of their “manifold trials” and later tells
them to “think it not strange concerning the
fiery trial among you, which cometh upon you
to prove you, as though a strange thing happened
unto you” (1 Peter  4:12). Knowing the trials will
come, we must fortify our faith.

To this end we assimilate more and more of
the word of God, our only source of strength and
growth (1 Peter 2:2). This means not only know-
ing it, it means respecting it and applying it to
every circumstance of life. As Jesus, we can face
and repel the tempter with: “It is written”. Of
him, Peter says, “withstand steadfast in your
faith” (l Peter 5:9). How strong is your fortress?

~via Plain Talk; Burnet, Texas.



Elders
Michael Clemmons .....  (256) 247-0836
Scottie Goode .............  (931) 565-3391

Deacons
Jimmy Glass ................. (256) 247-0571
Eddie J. Hammond ...... (256) 247-3038
Mark McIntyre ............ (256) 729-8316
Steve Parker ................. (256) 247-7843
Phil Pressnell ................ (256) 232-8509
Rocky Rose .................. (256) 247-0011
Brian Word .................. (931) 565-3799

Evangelist & Editor
David A. Cox .............   (256) 247-1049

Office–(256) 247-5539
E-mail address: dacox@hiwaay.net

Schedule of Services
Sunday

Bible Classes ....................... 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ............ 10:45 a.m.
Evening Worship .............. 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Bible Classes ...................... 7:00 p.m.

U
.S

. P
os

ta
ge

Pa
id

B
ul

k 
R

at
e

A
nd

er
so

n,
 A

la
ba

m
a

N
on

-P
ro

fit
Pe

rm
it 

#6

An
de

rs
on

 c
hu

rc
h 

of
 C

hr
is

t
P.

O
. B

ox
 6

6
A

nd
er

so
n,

 A
la

ba
m

a 
  3

56
10

R
et

ur
n 

Se
rv

ic
e 

R
eq

ue
st

ed

Williams  continues in Glenwood Convalescent
Center in Florence …Jack and Onzell Tucker
continue to be confined  at home  …Eric White’s
father, Jim White, is continuing his cancer
treatments …Steven Crunk’s niee, Abby
Vandiver,  continues chemo teatments for her
blood disorder …Signa Skipworth, Catherine
Parker & C.L. Weathers’ cousin, Hilda
Fincher,  is now at her home …Judy Williams’
mother, Flossie Kazzaire,  continues in a nurs-
ing facility in Fayette.

NEW BABY: We rejoice with  Eddie and Katy
Garner  onthe birth of their baby boy, Jackson
Bryant, this past Tuesday morning.  Jackson
weighed 8 lbs. and 9 ozs. and was 22 inches long.
Katy and Jackson are now at home and doing
well.

GWANDA, ZIMBABWE: Remember we are
still collecting  food and other items to send to
the brethren in the church at Gwanda, Zimba-
bwe.  We will be making another shipment this
week.  Let us remember this effort.

ELDERS/DEACONS MEETING: The elders
and deacons will be meeting this afternoon at
4:00 p.m. at the building.

COMMUNICATION GROUPS: This evening
will be the time for Communication Group C to
meet.  If you are in group C, remember to meet
with your group this evening.

SONG SERVICE: Tonight will be the time for
our regular scheduled song service.  Kevin Chan-
cellor will be directing the service.  I hope that
everyone will make their plans  to be present.

THE RECORD:    Attendance week of Jan. 13th
Sunday: Bible Classes .................. 94

Morning Worship ........ 120
Evening Worship ........... 84

Wednesday: Bible Classes .................. 63

What? Young Adult Home Bible Study
When? Tonight, January 20th after our

evening service.
Where? At the home of

Mark & Suzette McIntyre
Subject? Family Matters

Announcing…


