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Men Priviledged To Serve:
Sunday, March 16th:

Bible Classes
Song Leader
................................. Phil Pressnell
Bible Reading .... (Num. 35:22-28)
.................................. Jimmy Glass
Prayer
.................................... David Cox
Morning Worship
Song Leader
Phil Pressnell
.......................... Rocky Rose

Lord’s Supper
Presiding ......... Michael Clemmons

Assisting ........coceveruennnne Aric Butler
Serving.. ... Mark McCrary
......... .. Brad Hammond
ettt Hunter Cox
............................... Michael Word
Closing Prayer
.................................. James Word
Evening Worship
Song Leader
................................... Brian Word
Bible Reading .... (Num. 35:29-34)
................................. Brian Blakely
Prayer
.......................... Kevin Chancellor
Lord’s Supper
....................... Michael Clemmons
.................................... Aric Butler
Closing Prayer

....................... Eddie J. Hammond

Pondering Personal Worship

Dee Bowman

One of the most neglected things in the lives of many Chris-
tians is personal worship. Most of us find the time to attend the
public assemblies, but how many of us find the time for private
communications with God. We are seemingly so busy with our
goings-on that we have not the time to stop and extend to Him the
kind of reverential respect He deserves. And when we have time to
do so, we are very often so tired from our mundane pursuits that
our effort dies for a want of energy.

We miss something special when we don’t take the time to
extol and venerate God as our Creator, our Sustainer. Every person
needs a close, personal relationship with God, one where, without
timidity or hesitation, he can pour out his heart in total freedom of
expression, and give to Him for alittle while, the total attention and
adulation He deserves. After all it is “...in Him we live and move,
and have our very being” (Acts 17:28).

The Psalms are chock-full of statements of praise and worship
for Jehovah God. It’s good to sit in a quiet place occasionally, and
with full realization of who we are and Who He Is, to meditate on
Psalms such as the 148th or the 19th —songs of praise and adoration
which, with great expressions, exalt His grandeur and glory, the
kind He deserves from the likes of each of us.

All God’s creatures praise Him. All God’s creation praises
Him. But man is special. His worship is different because it comes
from a free will; because itis an expression of volition, not necessity.
Every man dishonors God when he neglects to praise and worship
Him. Every man honors God when he offers his voluntary praise
and devotion to Him. Every man’s worship is special.

Worshiping God means we count Him worthy:



By accepting His majesty and power. The
power of God is seen in the creation. How
foolish to observe the world in which we live and
the manner in which it operates and give no
praise to Him who makes it all hold together.
How foolish to draw blessings from all He has
made without any recognition or thanksgiving
for His power and majesty. “Let them praise the
name of the Lord: for he commanded, and they
were created” (Psalm 148:5).

By total respect and regard for His will. It
is by the will of God that we exist in the first
place. “In His own image created He them,” we
are told. He gave to all “life and breath, and all
things” (Acts 17:25). We each exist by His divine
will. Is that not ample reason for praising and
adoring Him, for according to him the most
high and noble feelings of our hearts? Surely it is!
And, furthermore, is that not reason enough to
subscribe to and maintain the purity of His
word—the expression of His will- at all cost,
knowing that we, in the ultimate reality, cannot
change or alter it, seeing from whence it came?
It’s His will. We should honor and praise Him
for it.

By complete submission to His Son. Oh,
how we should praise Him for Jesus Christ!
What joy it should bring to our heart to give to
Him the adoring reverence and thanksgiving for
the gift of His Son, Jesus the Christ of God, the
personification of His will John 1:17-18; 3:16),
the total gift of His love, a will expressed and
extended “ while we were yet sinners” (Romans
5:8). Is that not ample reason for thanksgiving,
for praise, for exclamations of veneration and
respect?

In view of such magnificent expressions of
love, in view of such graceful manifestations of
careand concern, doesn’t it just make good sense
that we take a few minutes each day and let Him
hear our personal conveyances of love and re-
spect, of awe, adoration, and appreciation? Let
us resolve that before this day is over we will
make time to find a quiet place, bow our heads,
and honor and praise Him with whom we have
to do, Him who is our Great God.

~via Southside Sunday; Pasadena, Texas.

Love of the Game
Phil Robertson

Michael Jordan has been hailed by many as
the greatest basketball player ever to play the
game. Some say he is even the greatest athlete
ever to play any game. With six NBA champi-
onships, five MVP trophies, two Olympic gold
medals, and 14 All-Star game appearances, it is
hard to argue against him.

I had the pleasure of watching him play
during the twilight of his career. Although he
did not fly around the court and dunk the ball
repeatedly like he did in his younger days, he
could still shoot. ~ He would sit back and
patiently wait for opportunities to fire and he
rarely missed.

What made him great? He was not the
tallest, fastest, or even the most athletic man on
the court. Yet, he rarely lost.

The answer may have been in his contract.
You know that written agreement between the
owners and players. Jordan’s was one of a kind.
And, no, it was not the money that made it
unique.

NBA management made players sign agree-
ments that forbid playing basketball outside the
league. It was designed to protect their invest-
ments from injury. Jordan refused to sign the
standard contract. He demanded a deal that
allowed him to play basketball whenever and
wherever he wanted. He wanted to freedom to
play during summer leagues as well as pick up
games at the local gyms. It has been called the
“love of the game” clause. Jordanloved the game
so much, he simply wanted to play all the time
and he refused to allow anyone to tell him when
and where he could play.

In a way, this is exactly what the Lord wants
from His disciples.

He wants us to love Him with all our heart,
mind, soul, and strength (Mark 12:30.) This
love is expressed through obedience and His
commandments are not burdensome (1 John



5:3). Therefore a true follower obeys Him out
of love.

Too many followers are looking for con-
tracts that will limit their actions to the church
building. They keep their “love” in the “church
building” court and it is rarely seen outside the
assembly.

When Jesus questioned Peter about love,
He asked for more than just a commitment
when everyone else was watching. He wanted
sacrifice outside the assembly. He knew Peter
would proudly proclaim his love around the
brethren (John 13:37) but He wanted hislove to
be revealed in the dark alleys where Satan’s
agents were pressing him on all sides (John
18:25).

So, with nail scared hands and feet, Jesus sat
down at breakfast and told Peter what it means
to have agape love. He said true love includes a
willingness to feed sheep, walk where you do not
wish, stretch out your hands, and allow others to
“gird you and carry you” (John 21:18). None
of these are going to happen without selfless
(agape) love. At the end of their conversation,
Peter finally understood the point when He
recognized a Lord who loves even when the
objects of that love are not very loveable (Ro-

mans 5:8; John 3:16).

Like Jordan, we have a contract. However,
our contract is not with an owner interested in
money. Our covenantiswithaLord who isonly
interested in our hearts. The questionis, “Dowe
really love Him and openly express our love for
Him wherever and whenever we can?

My prayer is that all of us will have a “love
of the Lord” clause in our lives. May our passion
for Him outweigh any monetary or earthly gain.
May we love Him in the assembly, but much
more so outside this arena as we selflessly seek

and serve the lost (Luke 19:10).

~via Hueytown Bulletin; Hueytown, Alabama.

Remember Our Bible Class Periods

Sunday at 9:45 a.m.
Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.

News ¢ Notes

THE SICK: Marcia Cooper continues in
NHC Scott Center in Lawrenceburg, Tennessee
for her rehabilitation... Faye Hammond is in
the ECM hospital in Florence. She had a proce-
dure to remove part of the kidney stone that has
been giving her problems. .. Lisa Word’s father,
Austin Dillinger, to be doing about the same at
his home in Orlando, Florida ... Charles Glass
has been sick and unable to be with us at
services.... Carson Crunk has been sick this past
week and was not able to be at Bible study
Wednesday night... Abby Chancellor was sick
and unable to be at services Wednesday night...
Ronnie Phillips was sick and unable to be at
services Wednesday night... Buffy Wallen’s
grandmother and James McConnell’s aunt ,
Nadine Thompson, is in the Lauderdale Chris-
tian Nursing home in Killen...Billy Wallen’s
grandmother , Alvis Hooie,
cancer treatments each week. She is at home...
Brooke Phillips’ grandfather, Bill Maner, is
at home and not doing well.. . Jack and Onzell
Tucker continue to be confined athome ...Eric
White’s father, Jim White, is continuing his
cancer treatments . .. Steven Crunk’s niece, Abby
Vandiver, continues chemo teatments for her
blood disorder ...Signa Skipworth, Catherine
Parker & C.L. Weathers’ cousin, Hilda
Fincher, continues at her home .. Judy Will-
iams’ mother, Flossie Kazzaire, continues in a

is undergoing

nursing facility in Fayette.

SONG PRACTICE: We will be meeting this
evening at 5:00 for a song practice. We will
beworking on some new songs and some that we
are familar with. I hope that all who can will be
present at this time.

SONG SERVICE: Tonight is the time for our
regular schedule song service. Brian Word will
be directing the service. I hope everyone will be
here tonight as we blend our voices together
singing songs and hymns to God.

COMMUNICATION GROUPS: Thisevening
will be the time for Communication Group B to
meet. If you are in group B, remember to meet
with your group this evening.



OUT OF TOWN: The Phillips: Jim, Brooke,
Samuel, Molly Kate and Harrison are now back
homeafter beingonvacation last weekend. .. The
Roses: Rocky and Donna have been out of town
this week with Rocky’s work. ..Sheila Moore is
out of town this week with her sisters.

OUR GOSPELMEETING: Itis just two weeks
until our meeting with Frank Jamerson begins.
There are fliers, door hangers and yard signs in
the vestibule. Please take the fliers and door
hangers and give them to people that you invite.
Take the yard signs and put them in the yards so
people passing by can be reminded of our meet-
ing. Remember the meeting by inviting others
to join us and pray for the effort we are making
to teach the gospel.

THE RECORD: Attendance — Week of Mar. 9th

Sunday:
Bible Classes.......cccovevverveveennene 87
Morning Worship ........ccccce.... 115
Evening Worship ......ccccccceevennee 77
Wednesday:
Bible Classes.......cccocevverveveennene 80

Gospel Meeting
March 30-April 4, 2008

(Sunday — Friday)
Frank Jamerson, Speaking

Schedule of Services
Sunday — 9:45 a.m. 10:45 a.m. & & 4:00 p.m.

Monday through Friday — 7:00 p.m.

Anderson church of Christ

Highway 207 South
Anderson, Alabama

-
Schedule of Services
Sunday
Bible Classes ........ccouveuveenee.. 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ............ 10:45 a.m.
Evening Worship .............. 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Bible Classes .......c.coceeuruenene 7:00 p.m.
Elders
Michael Clemmons..... (256) 247-0836
Scottie Goode ............. (931) 565-3391
Deacons
Jimmy Glass .......cceuec. (256) 247-0571
Eddie J. Hammond....... (256) 247-3038
Mark Mclngyre ............ (256) 729-8316
Steve Parker .........o....... (256) 247-7843
Phil Pressnell................. (256) 232-8509
Rocky Rose .....ccooveuneee (256) 247-0011
Brian Word ........o......... (931) 565-3799
Evangelist & Editor
David A. Cox.............. (256) 247-1049

Office—(256) 247-5539

E-mail address: dacox@hiwaay.net
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Anderson church of Christ

P.O. Box 66
Anderson, Alabama 35610

Return Service Requested




