NEWS & NOTES

THE SICK: Jack and Onzell Tucker continue to be
confined at home. ~ G.W. Long, Tanya Hammond'’s
father is receiving cancer treatments. ~ Eric White’s
father, Jim White, continues his cancer treatments. ~
Judy Williams’ mother Flossie Kizzire, continuesin a
nursing facility in Fayette ~Jerry Dickey is continuing
to receive cancer treatments. ~ Frances Resse, Aric
Butler's grandmother, in Brookings, Oregon is very sick
with lung cancer. ~ Ronnie Phillips is having
treatments to help his back. Others on the sick list
include: The Blakely’s , Laura Clemmons, There may
be others that need to be brought to our attention.
Please let us know.

Also, let our hearts and prayers go out to the Wallen
and McConnell family at the passing of their loved one
Nadine Thompson. Funeral was yesterday at
Rogersville Funeral Home.

Let Us Keep Our Expecting Mothers In Our
Prayers: Amy Bassham, Andrea Butler, Laurie
Chancellor, Katy Garner,

DON’T FORGET! That next Sunday afternoon we will
meet at 3:30 for worship. Afterward the young people
will meet for a Bible Study. If you would like to have
this study in your home or some other time, the sign-up
sheet is in the large classroom. - Thanks

COMMUNICATIONS GROUP: Tonight after our
evening service will be the meeting time for “Group B".
If you are in this group, be sure to attend this meeting.

GOSPEL MEETINGS IN THE AREA:

ISBELL church will be having Cecil Cox speaking this
week beginning today. Tonight they will be meeting at
7:30 PM. Monday thru Friday 7:00 PM.

FOR THE RECORD: (Week of March 1st)

Sunday:
Bible Classes 55
Morning Worship 65
Evening Worship 76
Wednesday:
Bible Classes 81

f
Schedule of Services
Sunday
Bible Classes ...........ccevennenn. 9:45 AM
Morning Worship ........cccceenee. 10:45 AM
Evening Worship .......ccccceeueeee. 6:00 PM
3 Sunday Worship (Singing)... 3:30 PM
Wednesday
Bible Classes ........ccccceevveevennee. 7:00 PM
Elders

Michael Clemmons...(256) 247-0836
Scottie Goode........ (931) 565-3391

Deacons
Jimmy Glass.......... (256) 247-0571
Eddie J. Hammond...(256) 247-3038
Mark Mclntyre....... (256) 729-8316

Steve Parker.......... (256) 247-7843

Phil Pressnell..........(256) 232-8509

Rocky Rose........... (256) 247-0011

Brian Word............ (931) 565-3799
Evangelist/Editor

Aaron C. Andrews...(256) 247-5068
Office...(256) 247-5539
email: aaronandrews @me.com
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“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is
the power of God to salvation...” Romans 1:16
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The Gospel Power is published in
interest of New Testament
Christianity and to enhance the work
of the Anderson church.

Anderson
church of Christ
5900 Highway 207
Anderson, Alabama
www.Anderson-church.org

Men Serving This Week:

Sunday Morning Bible Classes
Song Leader — Eddie J. Hammond
Bible Reading — Rocky Rose

Joshua 7:10-15
Prayer — Aric Butler

Sunday Morning Worship
Song Leader — Eddie J. Hammond
Prayer — Ronnie Phillips
Lord’s Supper

Presiding — Kevin Chancellor
Assisting — Phil Pressnell
Serving — Michael Word,

Corey Goode, Jim Phillips,

Andrew Gatlin
Closing Prayer — James Word

Sunday Evening Worship
Song Leader — Jim Phillips
Bible Reading — Rodney McCrary

Joshua 7:16-21
Prayer — Mark McIntyre
Lord’s Supper — Kevin
Chancellor, Phil Pressnell
Closing Prayer — Brian Word

Wednesday Bible Classes
Song Leader — Mark McCrary
Prayer — Michael Clemmons
Bible Reading — James Adams

Joshua 7:22-26
Invitation — Cecil Cox
Closing Prayer — Phil Pressnell

March 29t — April 37

Speaker: Gary Patton

Sunday: 9:45 AM
10:45 PM
3:30 PM

Monday thru Friday: 7:00 PM
Come hear the Word of God!



The Firm

Foundation of God

Homer Hailey
In every age the church has had some
things in common with the church of
preceding ages. There always have been
things to discourage the strongest, and
test the most steadfast. There have been
false brethren within, along with
bickerings and strife; false teachers
without, historical epochs which have
threatened the very life of Christianity,
and waves of indifference to spiritual
things. Some of these things Paul
mentions as he writes to Timothy,
encouraging him to steadfast continuance
in his work in the Lord; making special
mention of "profane babblings," "striving
about words to no profit," and false
teaching on the resurrection.

But along with these things, each age
has had that which encourages, that to
which men could lay hold with no fear of
it giving way, or being shaken. In the very
midst of these things discouraging in their
nature, the apostle says, "How be it the
firm foundation of God standeth, having
this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are
his: and, Let every one that nameth the
name of the Lord depart from
unrighteousness." (2 Tim. 2:19)

This age is little different from others
that have come and gone. To be sure the
specific details are different, but so far as
probiems are concerned, and changes
taking places with regard to the preceding
generation or age, it is no different. Today
nations are passing, old ideals are
changing, the security of those things in
which men have been wont to trust is
being questioned, and a new wave of
infidelity is dashing itself out against the

"Rock of Ages," "foaming out" its "own
shame." But these things have happened
before. They were happeningin Paul's day,
when he wrote as he did to Timothy.
Howbeit, in the midst of all these, "The
firm foundation of God" stood, and
stands, a sure foundation upon which one
can build, and feel secure.

In the midst of the vast uncertainty of
today, and the near panicky attitude that
some take, begetting a pessimism that is
even being felt in the church at various
places, there are three things set forth by
Paulin 2 Tim 2 that need to be
emphasized by Christians, especially
preachers and teachers, everywhere: 1)
The definite principle of the character of
God as set forth by Paul in verses 11-13; 2)
The fact that the "firm foundation of God
stands," though all else may be perishing;
3) The Lord knoweth them that are His,"
and that His demand of them that are His,
is that they "depart from
unrighteousness."

When the apostle said, "If we shall
deny him, he also will deny us: if we are
faithless, he abideth faithful; for he cannot
deny himself," he simply stated a definite
principle in the Character of God. God
cannot act contrary to His nature, and His
nature is definitely set forth in the
revelation of Himself in the Bible. It
matters not how dark the hour, how
hopeless the immediate prospects, how
strong the pressure brought to bear; man
is still without excuse for his sin, and
should he deny God even under these
circumstances, God cannot but be faithful
to Himself, "he also will deny us."

The emphatic stressing of this principle
in the Character of God will tend to build
determination in the hearts of those
honestly seeking heaven. It will likewise
eliminate the necessity of so much
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"re-consecrating," "rededication,"
"restoration" of members in the
meetings sometimes held. There are
those who are "overtaken in a trespass,"
these are to be restored, certainly. There
are those who "err from the truth,"
these must be converted, James urges it.
But much of the half-hearted attitude
that serves God "a little bit," and the
devil "a right smart," oftentimes results
from a lack of understanding of the
character of God, and the principle that
He "cannot deny himself." Once the
principle is fully appreciated, greater care
in conduct will be exercised.

But in the midst of ungodliness,
troubles, turning away from God, and the
denying of Him by those who should be
faithful, the "firm foundation of God
standeth." Here we have something solid
upon which to build, and to which to
hold, in the midst of any storm, internal
or external.

God promised that in Zion He should
lay for a foundation, a "tried stone" (Isa.
28:16), which Peter affirms to have been
the Christ, (1 Peter 2:6). Christ built His
church upon this very foundation, (Matt.
16:18; 1 Cor 3:11); and every individual
built into that structure, is builded upon
it (Eph. 2:19-22). While old institutions
were crumbling, and passing away, the
apostle said of the Hebrews in his day,
that they were "receiving a kingdom
which cannot be shaken." (Heb.12:28).
Here we have something stable and

roavkain i anfiincartainty A ||bt

n anyu +im n
LTl watii i qlly LINIIT Ul UliLCl qulll.y’ uuvuu ]

or fear.

What is the point in all this? Simply this:
that when those in the church fully
appreciate the fact that the only things
today which cannot be shaken are the
things that pertain to the church, to the
kingdom of God, then the church will
become more precious to them. When it

realized | was lost and from the way he
is appreciated that "the firm foundation
of God standeth," regardless of all things
else, the laying up of treasures in heaven
will have greater prominence in the lives
of its members, and the cares of riches
and temporal things here, less.

But the "seal" of this assurance should
not be overlooked. "The Lord knoweth
them that are his." Sometimes we
become impatient, we feel that the Lord
has forgotten us, and like Elijah of old, "I
alone am left." But the Lord knows them
that are His. It is He who calls them,
through the gospel; and it is He who
justifies. He adds to the church, cares for
His own, and "knoweth how to deliver
the godly out of temptation.” One need
not worry about the Lord forgetting him,
for He will keep His part of the covenant.
He will "in no wise fail thee, neither in
any wise forsake thee." "He knoweth
them that take refuge in him."

There is another side of the seal also,
"Let every one that nameth the name of
the Lord depart from unrighteousness."
Although they never won a discussion on
the subject, the Baptists used to debate
that an individual once saved could not
be lost. However, the doctrine seemed
so attractive to the worldly minded, that
some, while not actually believing it, yet
live in the church as thought it were so.
They claim to trust God, while at the
same time they depart not from

unrighteousness. But the apostle said, "If
we are faithless, he abideth faithful; for
he cannot deny himself." Does Paul
mean God will be faithful to save even
though the individual does not continue
faithful? Certainly not! But that God is
faithful, "if we deny him, he also will
deny us." The demand that those who
know God depart from unrighteousness

must be stressed today. —- Bible Banner -
December 1941



