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Tame The Tongue
Chuck Bartlett

Peter wrote, “For he that will love life, and see good days, let

him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no
guile”(1 Peter 3:10).

The tongue is one of the hardest members of the body to tame.
James says, “But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil,
full of deadly poison”(3:8). This makes it clear as to the trouble
the tongue can cause. The tongue can be, and is often, used for
destruction; it can also be used for edification. Saints sing to
admonish each other (Colossians 3:16), give words to console
(Galatians 6:2), exhibit words of joy to share in the rejoicing of
others (Romans 12:15), etc.

There is no doubt that the tongue can hurt and scare people.
It is used for lying, slander, gossip, swearing, sarcasm, jesting, self-
adoration, complaining, criticizing, arguing, putting down, bitter-
ness, accusing, abusing, and assuming, etc.

[t is easy to say words that fall into one of the above categories.
Every effort must be used to control our speech. Paul said, “Let no
corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that
which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto
the hearers" (Ephesians 4:29).

So often the lesson of the tongue centers around the speaker.
Consider the hearer. Just because we are not the one doing the
talking, we may be all ears and encouraging the speaker to go on,
thus we become partakers of his evil deeds (2 John 11).

Corrupt speech can come from, lack of thought before one
talks, listening to corrupt speech, speaking too soon, evil desires,



and a lack of self-control.

Magazines thrive on the evils of half-truths
and lies. Movie makers incorporate foul speech
to satisfy the “audience.” Many song writers use
lyrics that are unbecoming for any Christian to
utter. The question is, are we generating a
proper example of speech or do we fit right in
with the world?

Let us conclude this article with some

o0

straight forward words taken from James the
third chapter. “Even so the tongue is a little
member, and boasteth great things. Behold,
how great a matter a little fire kindleth! And
the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the
tongue among our members, that it defileth the
whole body, and setteth on fire the course of

nature; and it is set on fire of hell” (vs. 5,6).
~via Gospel Observer, Ashland, Kentucky

Born Once — Die Twice; Born Twice — Die Once
Jon W. Quinn

“And I saw a great white throne and Him who sat
upon it, from whose presence the earth and heaven fled
away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the
dead, the great and the small, standing before the
throne, and the books were opened, which is the book
of life; and the dead were judged, everyone of them
according to their deeds. .. and death and Hades were
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death),
the lake of fire. And if anyone’s name was not found
written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake

of fire” (Revelation 20:11-15).

These are some very sobering thoughts
given concerning the final judgment. Several
things are seen in this passage; the end of the
present universe (11), all are to be judged (12);
judgment is according to the deeds that a person
has done (12); those whose names are not found
in the book of life are thrown into the lake of
fire (15) and that this is “the second death”
(14).

[t was at this passage that, after his death,
they found two short phrases handwritten in the
margin of Martin Luther’s Bible. These two
phrases he had written certainly do express the
truth as taught in the Scriptures concerning
judgment and eternity. The phrases were: “Born
once - die twice; Born twice - die once”.

We are going to take a closer look at that
phrase in light of the Scriptures of God, but
before we do, I'd like to refer you to another of
Luther’s writings; the reason being that almost

all who wear his name today would not be
comfortable with these teachings because they
show that baptism in water is necessary to
produce salvation from sins.

“What is baptism?

Answer: Baptism is not merely water, but it
is water used according to God’s command
and connected with God’s word.

What gifts of benefits does baptism bestow?
Answer: It effects forgiveness of sins, delivers
from death and the devil, and grants eternal
salvation to all who believe, as the Word and
promise of God declare.

How can water produce such effects?
Answer: It is not the water that produces these
effects, but the word of God connected with the
water, and our faith relies upon the word of God
connected with the water. For without the
word of God, the water is merely water and not
baptism. But when connected with the word of
God the water is a baptism, that is, a gracious
water of life and a washing of regeneration in
the Holy Spirit.” -The Smaller Catechism;
Martin Luther; 1529 A.D.

I’d be hard pressed to say it any better
myself, so [ won’t try.

Born Once - Die Twice
“For the wages of sin is death, but the free
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” (Romans 6:23).



There are several states referred to as “death”
in the Bible. There is “physical death”. This is
the one we usually mean by the term. The Bible
points out that the physical body is dead when
the spirit separates from it (James 2:26).

There is also “spiritual death”. This is the
state that describes sinners who are separated
from God by their sins (Ephesians 2:1;12). It
was in this sense that Adam and Eve died in the
very day they disobeyed God. They died spiri-
tually, and also became subject to physical

death.

Finally, there is the “second death”. This is
the eternal state of alienation from God de-
scribed in Revelation 20:11-15; the “lake of
fire”.

There is much we do not know about this
last state mentioned, but we do know enough to
understand that it would be the worst tragedy to
suffer such a plight. There are many passages
which describe the “second death” (Revelation
21:8; 20:10; 14:9-11; Mark 9:42-48; Matthew
25:30,41,46; 22:13).

Some ask, “How could a God of love allow
such a thing to happen?”” We look at the
universe through the eyes of sinful men. We do
not perceive sin the way the perfect righteous-
ness of God does. When we say it does not seem
fair to condemn sinners to such, we are doing so
from tainted perspectives. If the Lord does a
thing, then that thing is just.

However, God did love us enough to send
a rescuer our way. Jesus Christ died for our sins
that we might live. If we turn our backs on Him,
then how can we plead "unfair!" when we are
condemned in our sins?

Born Twice - Die Once
“Jesus answered and said unto him, Truly,
truly [ say unto you, unless one is born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God....unless one is
born of the water and the Spirit, he cannot

enter into the kingdom of God.” (John 3:3,5).

The way to avoid the second death is to be
a partaker in the second birth! Jesus said that

there were two necessary parts in being “born
again”. He referred to it as “being born of the
water and the Spirit”.

Later, following His resurrection, He will
send out the apostles to “make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:18-
20, cf. Mark 16:15,16). Obeying His com-
mands, the apostles taught the believers on the
day of Pentecost to “repent, and be baptized in
the name of Jesus for the forgiveness of sins, and
you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”
(Acts 2:37,38). When the Ethiopian nobleman
heard the gospel and then saw some water, he
expressed the desire to be baptized in the water,
and subsequently was (Acts 8:35-39). Saul of
Tarsus was told, “Arise, and be baptized, wash-
ing away your sins, calling on the name of the
Lord” (Acts 22:16). This is how “baptism does
also now save (us)” (1 Peter 3:20,21).

But not only water is necessary. As Luther
correctly pointed out, the water must be con-
nected to the Lord’s word. As Jesus said, “born
of water and the Spirit”. Jesus promised to send
the Spirit to guide the apostles unto all the truth
(John 16:12-14). When the apostles received
and taught that truth, and people obeyed it,
they were purified. As Peter later wrote, “Since
you have in obedience to the truth purified your
souls ...for you have been born again not of seed
which is perishable, but imperishable, that is,
through the living and abiding word of God.” (1
Peter 1:22,23).

Since it was the Spirit who revealed this
word of truth, when we obey the word, Jesus said
we are “born of water and the Spirit” (see also
James 1:21, 18; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians
5:26).

So, Luther was correct in his statements
about baptism which we considered. He was
right because what he said is what the Scriptures
say. The bottom line, briefly put, is: “Born once
- die twice; born twice - die once.” (1

Thessalonians 5:4-10).
~via Biblical E-Sights, Vol. 9 No. 12



News & Notes

THE SICK: Jean Ray is doing better after
being sick with a severe cough and cold for a
couple of weeks...Faye Hammond continues
at home and is going for rehabiliation during
the week...Willie Ridgeway received a good
report from his biopsy done on Thursday at
ECM hospital...Claus Martel was able to be
back at Bible study after being sick for the last
two/three weeks...Brooke Phillips has been
sick this past week and was unable to be at
Bible study Wednesday night... Janice Glass
has been sick and unable to be at services this
week...Zack Rogers was sick and unable to be
at Bible study Wednesday night.. Suzette and
Sadie McIntyre are both better after being sick
over the weekend ... Morgan and Callie
Grisham were able to be back at Bible study
after being sick ...Janice Glass’ grandmother,
Emma Ray, suffered a stroke last weekend and
is in the ECM hospital in Florence...Cindy
Pressnell’s mother, Nancy Hagood, is sick
with pnuemonia at home...Tisha Thomas’
mother, Shelia Johnson, is scheduled to see a
doctor concerning her bone cancer on
Friday...Eddie Hammond’s cousin, Ricky
Davis, has learned that he has cancer. Remem-
ber him in your prayers ... James Albert and
Freda McConnell’s daughter-in-law, Karen
McConnell, has had some problems as of late
in her pregnancy. Remember her in your
prayers... Remember Mattie Blanche Word
continues at home...Marcia Cooper’s and
Brian Word’s uncle, Paul McCafferty and
Aldeen Noles are in the SunBridge Nursing
Home in Lawrenceburg. .. Mary Best’s nephew,
Shannon Johnson, who is at home ... Tisha
Thomas’ grandmother, Nellie Hunter, who is
in the Meadow Brook Nursing Home in Pulaski.

SONG PRACTICE: Remember we will be
meeting this afternoon at 4:15 for our song
practice. | hope everyone who can will be
present to encourage our young boys as they
work to develop in leading singing.
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