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“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ for it
is the power of God unto salvation…”   (Romans 1:16)

Beginning Tomorrow

Vacation Bible School
July 9-13
Monday – Friday

10:00 a.m. to 11:25 a.m.

Theme: “Realizing The Real Power”
The Adult Class:

Day Topics Adult Class Speaker
Monday The Garden of Eden – The Power of Sin Dwane Derrick
Tuesday David & Goliath – The Power of Faith Steve Klein
Wednesday Daniel  – The Power of Prayer Jeff McCrary
Thursday Jonah – The Power of God Jacob Holman
Friday Death, Burial & Resurrection –

The Power of the Gospel Phillip Owens

There will be classes for ages Nursery through Adult.

Anderson church of Christ
Highway 207 South
Anderson, Alabama



We read in the newspaper about the wars

going on all over the globe and we pray for peace

in this world. We see on the television news

about all the fighting that occurs between the

political parties in Washington and we wish for

peace in our society. When we experience

squabbles and arguments among relatives, we

would like for there to be peace in our families.

And when there are fusses and feuds in a local

congregation, we try to work for peace in the

church.

All these things are good and necessary, but

there is something that is more important, and

that is having peace with God and consequently

in our own hearts. “Be anxious for nothing, but

in everything by prayer and supplication, with

thanksgiving, let your requests be made known

to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses

all understanding, will guard your hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-

7). In these verses, we have Paul’s prescription

for peace.

First, there is a negative. “Be anxious for

nothing.” Medical experts tell us that stress

produced by anxiety is one of the greatest

mental health problems in our nation. People

worry about losing their jobs, their investments,

and their health. These are all legitimate con-

cerns, but there is a difference between concern

that produces the proper preparation and provi-

sion on the one hand, and anxiety or worry on

the other. It often may be a fine line, but

Christians need to stay on the side of not being

anxious.

Jesus had a lot to say about anxiety. “There-

fore I say to you, do not worry about your life,

what you will eat or what you will drink; nor

about your body, what you will put on…

Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for

tomorrow will worry about its own things.

Sufficient for the day is its own trouble” (Mat-

thew 6:25-34). Certainly what Jesus says is not

Paul’s Prescription For Peace – (Philippians 4:6-7)

Wayne S. Walker

always easy to do, especially in times of crisis,

but it is what He commands His disciples to do.

The opposite of anxiety or worry is content-

ment. Paul learned how to be content

(Philippians 4:11-13). He also encouraged oth-

ers to be content (1 Timothy 6:6-8). But how

can we learn to be content? We need to

remember that God has promised, “…‘I will

never leave you nor forsake you.’ So we may

boldly say: “The Lord is my helper; I will not

fear. What can man do to me?” (Hebrews 13:5-

6).  Civilla Durfee Martin reminded us that we

should “Be not dismayed, whate'er betide, God

will take care of you.”

Second, there is a positive. “But in every-

thing by prayer and supplication, with thanks-

giving, let your requests be made known to

God.” Notice the contrast in this verse. “Be

anxious in nothing, but in everything by prayer
and supplication…” Paul is saying that God's

antidote to worry is prayer. “Oh, what peace we

often forfeit, Oh, what needless pain we bear,

All because we do not carry Everything to God

in prayer.” While there are technical differ-

ences between prayer and supplication, the two

are obviously related (1 Timothy 2:1). But Paul

adds the phrase, “With thanksgiving.” It has

been my experience that too many of our

prayers (this seems true of our public prayers so

I assume that it is likely true of our private

prayers as well) begin with a cursory word of

“thanks for all the blessings both physical and

spiritual,” and then launch in to “give us this;

please do that; let us have something else.” It is

true that one purpose of prayer is to make our

requests known, but we need to express more

thanks.  Remember the ten lepers (Lk. 17:11-

19)? “In everything give thanks; for this is the

will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (1

Thessalonian 5:18).  At the same time, we

certainly can let our requests be made known to

God. “Cast your burden on the Lord, and He

shall sustain you; He shall never permit the



righteous to be moved” (Psalm 55:22). And the

reason why we cast all our cares on Him is “for

He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7).  Thus, we need

to cleanse our minds from all anxiety and put

our trust completely in the Lord to take care

and provide for us.

Third, then, there is the result. “And the

peace of God, which surpasses all understand-

ing, will guard your hearts and minds through

Christ Jesus.” The peace that comes from being

in a right relationship with God so that we can

be anxious for nothing but cast all our cares on

Him is not a peace of this world. Rather, it

comes only from God through Christ. Jesus

said, “Peace I leave with you. My peace I give

to you; not as the world gives do I give to you…”

(John 14:27). This peace surpasses understand-

ing. Like the love of Christ, it “passes knowl-

edge” (Ephesians 3:19). This does not mean

that we cannot understand it period, that it is

something better felt than told. In fact, Paul

says that we may “know the love of Christ

which passes knowledge”. Likewise, this peace

surpasses mere human understanding and knowl-

edge, and can be known only by those who have

the understanding and knowledge of Christ.

And this peace will guard or keep our minds.

God wants to keep His people safe in His peace.

“You will keep him in perfect peace, whose

mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You”

(Isaiah 26:3). Yet, a condition is stated. For

God to keep us in perfect peace, our minds must

be stayed on Him. The peace of God will keep

our hearts only as we keep ourselves in His

perfect peace by striving to maintain a right

relationship with Him based on His word.

Edward H. Bickersteth wrote, “Peace, perfect

peace, in this dark world of sin? The blood of

Jesus whispers peace within.” Indeed, one of the

reasons that Jesus came was to make peace

(Ephesians 2:13-18).

Are you looking for peace in your soul?

When we follow Paul’s prescription, “Be anx-

ious in nothing, but in everything by prayer and

supplication, with thanksgiving, let your re-

quests be made known to God,” we can have

On the subject of the Christian religion,

the Bible is the only infallible authority in the

universe. Good, wise, and great men have met

in councils, assemblies, presbyteries, confer-

ences, and associations and have formulated

creeds, confessions of faith, and disciplines,

which have been adopted by religious bodies;

but, like all things of human origin, they are

imperfect. That they are often wrong is seen in

the fact that it is necessary to change, alter, or

amend them. Translations of the Bible may

need revisions, but the Bible, as it came from

the inspiring Spirit of God, needs no alteration.

Being perfect, it is not susceptible of improve-

ment. Perfection cannot be improved. Science

is progressive. Improvements are frequently

made. New discoveries are often developed. But

Christianity was perfect when it came from its

author, and cannot be improved. Man may

grow in a knowledge of the divine will, so as to

more perfectly teach and practice it, but to

improve it would be to improve perfection

itself. This cannot be done, and it is unwise to

attempt it. — Gospel Sermons, Aug 1, 1891.

~via Southport Sounder, Greenwood, Indiana.
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T. W. Brents

the result–“And the peace of God, which

surpasses all understanding, will guard your

hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”

 ~via Expository Files, Volume 8 No. 7

Next Sunday evening,
July 15th, will be the time
for our regular scheduled
song service.  Phil Pressnell

will be directing the service. Make your plans
to be present as we sing songs of glory and
praise to God.
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Elders

Michael Clemmons ....  (256) 247-0836

Scottie Goode ............  (931) 565-3391

Deacons

Phil Pressnell ............... (256) 232-8509

Rocky Rose .................. (256) 247-0011

Larry White ................. (256) 247-0988

Evangelist & Editor

David A. Cox ............   (256) 247-1049

Office–(256) 247-5539

E-mail address: dacox@hiwaay.net

is published in interest of New Testament Christianity
and to enhance the work of the Anderson church.

Schedule of Services

Sunday

Bible Classes ....................... 9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship ............. 10:45 a.m.

Evening Worship ............... 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday

Bible Classes ....................... 7:00 p.m.
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THE SICK: Millinea Word is home from the
hospital…Marcia Cooper is doing better from

her kidney stones, and will be having some

surgery in the next couple of weeks …Millinea

Word’s mother, Nola McCafferty, spent a few

days in the Hillside Hospital in Pulaski, but is

now out…Curtis Mosley had a root canal done
this past week …Scottie Goode’s father, Hubert

Goode,  is scheduled to have surgery on July

19th …Hoyt Hammond is awaiting word from
the tests he had done last week …Arvel

Newton’s nephew, Chester Newton, is at

home sick battling cancer …Remember Wanda

Tucker’s father, Billy Letson,  who is con-

tinuing to take medication for his Leukemia

…Helen Trousdale and Gurtie Snoddy’s niece,

Martha Henson, who is battling cancer

…Sandra Glass’ cousin, Tina Strickland,

who is continuing her treatments for her
cancer … Mattie Blanche Word who contin-

ues at home and not able to be out…Aldeen

Noles who is not able to be out … Gurtie

Snoddy who is in the Mitchell-Hollingsworth

Nursing Home …Mary Best’s nephew, Shan-

non Johnson,  who is at home … Tisha

Thomas’ grandmother, Nellie Hunter,  who is

in the Meadow Brook Nursing Home in Pulaski.

OUT OF TOWN: The Bests: Jerry and Mary

have been out of town recently and we have

missed them at serivces.

SYMPATHY: We want to extend our deepest

sympathy to Doris Newton in the passing of her

aunt, Isbella Hammonds, this past week.  She was

buried on Monday.

CONFESSIONS: Recently Tisha Thomas,

Derrick Mosley and Anthony Tucker have

come forward requesting prayers and desiring to

put the Lord first in their lives.  I appreciate

Tisha, Derrick and Anthony and the tender

and good hearts they have.  May the Lord bless

them and all of us as we seek to serve Him

acceptably in this life.
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